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Current revival of Carlos UP to honor 24 
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Senate oldies Back to zero for Marcos LeBron James brings 
grouse over casual victims: House fails to pass show to NBA's 
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THIS YEAR'S ELITE, MULTIRACIAL CLASS OF 
Harvard law graduates may have found their best 
speaker in a young Flipino lawyer of Chinese de- 
scent, one obviously honed forthe global stage but 
who hopes to pay back "the nameless farmers and 
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At House centennial rites, JDV bats for Cha-cha 


By Michael Lim Ubac, 
Norman Bordadora 
and Christian V. Esguerra 


SAYING IT WAS ‘ALL FOR 
one and one for all," President 
Macapagal-Arroyo yesterday 
again called for national rec- 
onciliation and urged both 
her political allies and foes to 
move forward from the "con- 
tentious" May polls. 


"We close the chapter of electoral bat- 
tles and open the chapter of national 
consolidation and solidarity" the Presi- 
dent aid in her speech during the special 
plenary session of the House of Repre- 
sentatives, which was celebrating its 
centennial. 

“We are glad that the electoral process 
is over and most of the winners pro- 
claimed. We call upon the nation to close 
the contest of the ballot and step up the 
contest of excellence in all fields, all for 
one and one for all,” she said. 

As in the earlier sessions of the House 
this week, attendance was a problem 
and no quorum was mustered. 

Speaker Jose de Venecia had to cut 
short a seven-page speech because he 
had to prepare for a gala dinner at the 
Manila Hotel. 

Minority Leader Francis Escudero, who 
was among the six Genuine Opposition 
candidates proclaimed senator on 
Wednesday night, adjourned the session. 

In his closing remarks, De Venecia cited 
the passage of the Expanded Value-Added 
‘Tax (EVAT) Law and the junking of the two. 

GMA:LETS/ A21 


Textbook 
authors in 
awe of Marcos 


By Antonio Calipjo Go 
Contributor 


HISTORICAL DISTORTIONS AND MIS- 
representations are far and away the 
most lethal and destructive of all text- 
book errors because they spread in the 
minds of schoolchildren who are in their 
formative years the viruses of doubt and 
confusion, bias and prejudice, and ha- 

tred. 
“Marangal na Filipino” for Grade 
5—written by Grace Estela Mateo, 
PhD. Lydia 


so, Ph.D.; Rosita Tadena, Ph.D., and 
Mary Dorothy Jose, M.A—is one of sev- 
en new Social Studies textbooks ap- 
proved by the Department of Education 
for use in the public schools this year. 
While this book contains other errors, it 
is for distorting and misrepresenting his- 
torical events, particularly those having 
to do with [former President Ferdinand] 
Marcos, that I call this book to account. 
The authors began and ended the chap- 
ter on “Programs of Govemment during 
Martial Law” practically head over heels in 
awe and reverence at what the strongman 
was then contemplating to do, in effect 
downplaying and whitewashing what had, 
in fact, been carried out: the abuses and 
excesses, the horrors and atrocities. 
Because these statements are colored in 
ТЕХТВООК/ A22 


SOMBER MOOD: Direct from a 25-hour trip to China, President Arroyo: 
anniversary special session hosted by Speaker Jose de Venecia. In his speech, De Venecia makes а pitch for the parliamentary system to remedy “our 


endemic political infirmities —the worst of them being 


goes to the House of Representatives to keynote its 100th year 
the periodic gridlocks caused by the rivalries among the branches of government.” 


fishermen’ who partly paid for his studies. 


машон 
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Isafp chief 

to CHR: Will 
attend if m 
available ... 


By Christine О. Avendaño 
and Inquirer Mindanao 


SO SORRY, BUT TLL SkE YOU 
when Isee you. 

‘This in effect was the message 
of the chief of the Intelligence 
Service of the Armed Forces of 
the Philippines (Isafp) to the 
Commission on Human Rights 
(CHR) which is looking into the 
forced disappearance of Jonas 
Burgos, the activist-son of the late 
press freedom icon Jose “Joe” 
Burgos. 

The CHR had expressed an- 
moyance over Мај. Gen. Delfin 
Bangit's continued failure to ap- 
pear at its inquiry and said it 
would summon him—for thé 
third time—to its next hearing. 

Bangit said he wrote to the 
CHR yesterday, apologizing for 
his “legitimate” absences and as- 
suring it of his support in the in- 
vestigation, 

Burgos, 37, was abducted from 
a Quezon City mall on April 28 
and has been missing since. 

“It was never my intention to 
be absent [from the CHR hear- 
ings},” Bangit told reporters in 
Jolo, Sulu, where he joined the 
party of AFP Chief of Staff Gen. 
Hermogenes Esperon Jr. in wit- 
nessing US Embassy officials turn 
over cash rewards to informants 
who helped bring down two top. 
Abu Sayyaf leaders. 

БАРР АЗ! 


GMA wants RP to be part of China's dev't plan 


By Nikko Dizon 


CHONGQING, CHINA (VIA PLDT)— 
Rounding up her 25-hour business trip 
to southwest China, President Macapa- 
gal-Arroyo yesterday said her visit here 
highlighted the eagerness of the Philip 
pines to be part of China's development 
strategy. 


In a speech at the 2007 China 
(Chongqing)-Philippines Trade and In- 
vestment Forum, Ms Arroyo said her 
country wanted to establish deeper ties 
with the world's largest city through in- 
creased trade, investment, services and 
tourism. 

“As the only state-level municipality in 
central and western China, Chongqing is 


US awards P460 million 
to 4 ex-Sayyaf members 


By Christine O. Avendaño 
and Julie Alipala 
Inquirer Mindanao 


JOLO,  SULU—FOUR BANDITS. 
turned-informants yesterday became in- 
stant millionaires after they received the 
$10-million (P460 million) reward put 
up by the US government for Abu Sayyaf 
leaders Khadaffy Janjalani and Abu Su- 
laiman, 

US Ambassador Kristie Kenney hand- 
ed over a black briefcase containing crisp 
P1,000 bills to each of the four men who 
wore black hoods and jackets to conceal 
their identities. Calling the four infor- 
mants “heroes,” she urged other citizens 
to help the authorities track down other 
terrorists. 

Jt was the largest reward paid out so 
far by Washington in its campaign to 
wipe out the Abu Sayyaf bandits in the 
western part of Mindanao, where the US 


military has been training and advis 
Filipino troops. 

“Tm proud to give $10 million tc 
brave citizens and I'm proud to give an. 
other $10 million to other citizens who 
would step forward to make more of us 
safe,” Kenney said during a brief ce 
mony at the Hall of Justice at the 
provincial capitol complex here. 

The money represented only part 
of the entire reward. The rest of 
the money, converted into 
Philippine pesos, was 
pected to be given to the 
four informants after the 
ceremony, US Embassy fa 
spokesperson Matthew /? Зы 
Lussenhop said. i 

The US government 0 
offered a reward of $5 
million for Janjalani, the 
Abu Sayyaf chieftain who was killed in 

'US AWARDS) A22 


an ideal city to develop the Philippines" 
engagement with China's western devel- 
opment strategy’... In accordance with 
that strategy, we Filipinos want to ex- 
pand and deepen our relationships not 
only in the coastal areas but also in the 
central and western part of China, and 
that is why we are here today,” she said. 
Under the strategy, Chongqing is un 


INSTANT MILLIONAIRE! 


dertaking projects like the development 
of the Three Gorges reservoir area and 
has assumed the role of an important 
link between East and West. 

Ms Arroyo took note of the filling of 
the Three Gorges Dam in 2008, a year 
earlier than the targeted 2009 comple- 
tion date, which would make Chongqing 

GMAWANTS/AIZ, 
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Esperon) hands over “Rewards for Justice" in cash to one of four informers. somneacasus 


Palace cancels bid results for P1.3B in textbooks 


By Michael Lim Ubac 


WHERE THERE'S SMOKE, THERE'S FIRE. 

Thus did Education Secretary Jesli 
Lapus himself point to serious prob- 
lems plaguing his department, includ- 
ing the existence of a group of suppliers 
allegedly cornering huge textbook con- 
tracts. 


“Tm not going to categorically say that 
there's a cartel. But obviously there's a 
lot of smoke, [so] there's probably a 
fire,” Lapus said, lamenting that much 
had to be done to address the dismal 
state of Philippine education. 

The Імолғ has learned that Mala- 
cafiang had ordered the Department of 
Education to cancel the result of the bid- 


ding on May 28 for the latest textbook 
project worth P1.3 billion. However, La- 
pus said yesterday he had yet to receive a 
directive from President Macapagal-Ar- 
Toyo. 

Lapus, a former banker and congres- 
sional leader who assumed office only in 
August last year, told the Ingumer by 
phone that he could not just “cleanse” 


the biggest department in the Arroyo ad- 
ministration "overnight." 

“I can't o it right off. If there is such a 
cartel, maybe it has been here for 
decades now. But there must be a com- 
plaint supported by evidence. I can't just 
ban suppliers without the benefit of in- 
vestigation and due process. They don't 
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WEATHER FORECAST 


FORECAST: Mindanao wil experience mosty бошу skies wth scat- 
{ered rainshowers and thunderstorms. The rest of tne country wil 
“have partiy cloudy ta cloudy skies with isolated rainshowers or thun- 
лот mosty in tne aiernoon or evening. 
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Quorum lack kills cheap meds bill 


By Christian V. Esguerra “IF he wants to be President, he the only problem, the Senate 


Groups lobbying for the passage 


By contrast, the House version 


should pay the price,” Biron tolda doesnt want the House bi" said of HB 6035, including senior Сї. would allow importation of these 


THEPERSISTENTLACKOFA QUORUM DURING Pes conference late Wednesday Ош. 
the last three session days of the 13th Congress No scapegoat 
has scuttled the passage in the House of Repre- 
sentatives of a bill seeking to bring down drasti- scapegoat for any failureto passthis version. 


icines i ntry. bill because we have been simply Thus, HB 6035 which incorpo- ‘Useless’ bill 
cally the cost of medicines in the county. waiting since Monday forthe House rated key provisions from HB 3830, 


zens in the gallery, were hoping фаг medicines by the private sector, 
The Senate earlier passed the the lower chamber could stilldo the forcing big pharmaceutical compa- 
Rorasauthored Senate Bill 2263, job yesterday but the session issup- nies into an open-market competi- 
Roxas yesterday countered that but the House preferred to come up posed to be for the launching of the tion, said Garin. 

the Senate “cannot be made a with its own supposedly “stronger” House centennial celebrations. 


A key provision of the bill re- 
quires equal display of drugs im- 
ported by the old players and those 


Garin described Roxas’ bill as entering the country through paral- 


But the problem was not just against the House bill which they version to be passed on third read- an earlier bill that never got pastthe “useless,” as it would cover only five lel importation. 


with quorums, said House Repre- said would dismantle the supposed ing.” 

sentatives Janette Garin and Fer- “drug cartel” in the country. 

јеле! Biron ойо, two vocal pro- 

ponents of the proposed Cheaper with a seemingly populist bill that mense political willemanating from ate version. 

Medicines Act of 2007, or HB 6035. actually protected the interests of the House of Representatives can 
The two said that the senators, the giant pharmaceutical compa- bring itto life,” he said. 

particularly Sen. Mar Roxas II, were 


“Right now, the bill on affordable pass the House on third reading so 


Iis not true that the quorum is again on Tuesday and Wednesday pines. 
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committee level. The bill needs to percent of the drug market. 


Wheels! 


By allowing parallel importation 


‘Anamendmentto the patentlav, for both private and public sectors, 
‘They said Roxas had come up medicines is comatose and only im- it can be consolidated with the Sen- the Roxas ill provides forthe paral- the bill would cover 85 to 90 per- 


Jel importation by government of cent of the drug marker, said Garin. 
But it failed to pass the bill on cheaper brands of medicines that 
Monday for lack of quorum, and are exorbitantiy priced inthe Philip- of at least 60 percent if the House 


Garin projects a price reduction 


Prosecution 

of PCGG men 
in Philcomsat 
board sought 


By Gil C. Cabacungan Jr. 


A SENATE COMMITTEE HAS RECOMMEND- 
ей to President Macapagal-Arroyo that the 
Philippine Communications Satellite Corp. 
(Philcomsat) group of companies, be taken 
ош of the hands of the Presidential Commis- 
sion on Good Government (PCGG), the agen- 
cy tasked with the recovery of ill-gotten assets 
of the late dictator Ferdinand Marcos and his 
associates. 

It also recommended that the PCGG’s nomi- 
nees—Enrique Locsin, Manuel Andal, Julio Ja- 
landoni and Guy de Leon—be prosecuted for al- 


2 legedly turning the country’s pioneering satellite 


company into their personal cash cows.” 

Sen. Richard Gordon, chair of the Senate 
committee on government corporations and, 
public enterprises, said the committee has also 
recommended that the PCGG be put to task not 
only for its “gross mismanagement and lack of 
accountability” for Philcomsat, the Philippine 
Overseas Telecommunications Corp. (POTC), 
and Philcomsat Holdings Corp. (PHC) but for all 
the other sequestered companies that it has al- 
legedly managed without transparency and ac- 
countability. 

“As the PCGG has been in existence for over 20. 
years, the committee takes the position that it is 
time for the PCGG to be put to task and to be re- 
quired to render a detailed accounting to the 
people concerning its accomplishments. How 
many illegal and anomalous transactions had the. 
РОСО or its nominees done hidden under the 
protection of unconstitutional mantle of immu- 
nity? Itis dlear that there is an urgent need to re- 
visit the РОСС and put an end to all such fraud, 
abuse and wastage,” said Gordon. 


Mismanagement 

їп a 20-page report covering the 11 public 
hearings that it conducted over the past 13 
months, the committee said “it found over- 
whelming mismanagement by the PCGG and its 
nominees at the POTC, Philcomsat and PHC re- 
sulting in the deterioration of the financial condi- 
tion of these corporations.” 

It cited the “soaring operating expenses of 
PHC, generous compensation packages for gov- 
emment nominees, the PHC advances to its affil- 
ieres beyond the reach of PCGG comptrollers, 
and the existence of suspicious bank accounts.” 

‘The committee cited the sharp rise in PHC ex- 
penses from P36.913 million in 2003 to 
133.679 million in 2005 that were bloated by 
excessive representation expenses, professional 
fees, utility bils, and advances to affiliates. 3 

1n its recommendation, the committee said, 
the government should take direct control of the 
Philcomsat shares from РОСО since these shares* 
have already been deemed as belonging to the! 
government and not under sequestration,  * 

The committee also recommended the proses: 
cuion ofthe PCGG nominees and officials by thes 
Office of the Ombudsman, Anti-Money Launder: 
ing Council and the Bureau of Internal Revenue. 
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He Married 
– Again. 


After | year and 3 months, my body's back 
in fighting form! My tummy's flatter, my thighs 
shapelier and no saddlebags and cellulites for me. 
I'm still amazed how | was able to get slimmer 
and healthier with NO LIPOSUCTION, NO PILLS 
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To all wives out there who are struggling with 
their weight, don't lose hope. You WILL lose 
weight and become slim at Marie France. Sign up 
now and soon you'll start seeing results. You'll 
have your old curvaceous figure back and regain 
your confidence. Trust me, | know. 


You'll love it — so will he. 
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Trillanes seeks release 
to attend proclamation 


Let Comelec announce it first, says RTC 


By Dj Yapand Leila B. Salaverria 


BEST BUYS @ 


HE HAS YET ТО BE DECLARED A WINNER. 
but detained senatorial candidate Antonio 
Trillanes IV already wants to be let out of jail 


14:32871 
ДЕК АСА 
Ba pion сома 
P4,994, 67Imo. 
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Г DSC-W55 peers for his proclamation. 

| PIRE mer Trillanes’ lawyer Reynaldo Robles yester- 
ot rad day petitioned the Makati Regional Trial 
[ Court to grant the Navy lieutenant, who is 
YEAS AB. roses Йй being detained on coup charges, immediate. 
item: DA P957,50/mo. id leave when the Commission of Elections 

KLV-A08200A. 0% 12 тоо. k calls for him to be proclaimed. 
ЕР еза ve 4 Re-zoNceL Judge Oscar Pimentel immediately shot 
59,332.92 See i тонон eee down the motion, saying the Comelec 


NANO EALIN SYSTEM 
2j P4,241.67/mo. 
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0% 18 mos. 
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should first declare Trillanes victory. 

“Let the Comelec announce it first," he 
told Robles. 

Robles argued that Trillanes might not 
have the time to file a motion for leave as ће 
proclamation of winning candidates often 
follows the announcement of the winners, 

‘The prosecution panel said Robles’ mo- 
tion was “speculative,” but said they would 
pose no objection. 

Assistant Chief State Prosecutor Richard 
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| P5,500.00/mo. Fadullon said the decision not to oppose the 
[a] ш то эбоТА, y oe ine rae. | cetainee’s attending the proclamation was 
m е le 12,083.33/то. т, i j= 
is i pups - Vut Tack of time for full legal pro- TRILLANES: Motion s "speculative" 
DVOMEICOMPONENT = 2opTS026 37LD9800TA. However, Trillanes’ physical appearance oe 
Een Ce е Siem Grinch Dern at Senate sessions would be a different mat- — "Idon'tthinkitisan affirmation that what 
P2,082.50 mo. — pr 395 33Imo. P14,666.67Imo. ter, he said. happened last July 27, 2003 was a correct 
0% 12 mos. 092142 mos. RORIS Robles said his client was virtually as- solution or a correct methodology of how to 


sured of victory as “his lead over the next air one's grievances. I think he has learned 
| two opponents is insurmountable.” The lat- that also,” he said. 

est Comelec tally puts Trillanes at 11th Being elected to a Senate seat does not 
И place. erase past sins, he said. 

The lawyer said Trilanes—who is  Fadullon said Trllanes membership in 
{ charged as one of the ring leaders of the the Senate, assuming he wins, would not af- 
failed July 2003 coup, also known as the fect his court case. He also cannot use it to 
Oakwood mutiny—was studying a proposal seek bail. 
to file a motion for him to be placed under — "We are here not to prosecute him for his 
the custody of the Senate. political ambitions, we're here because of 
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STAINLESS MODEL At the same time, Robles said Trillanes what happened on July 27, 2003, which is to 
P6,185.83/mo. would not use his being senator, if he wins, prosecute him and his companions for coup 
0%'6 mos. аза ticket to get out of detention. d'etat. We will pursue it in the same relent- 
= - He said Trillanes was agreeable toholding less fashion as we did before. Nothing 
— = office inside his cell at the Philippine Marine changes,” he said. 

GE c im Brigade at Fort Bonifacio in Taguig. Pimentel threw out an earlier bail applica- 

Appliances T - Fadullon said the title of "senator" does tion of Trillanes for lack of merit. 
ez ^ E mot mean Trillanes should be given special In his bail application, Trillanes, who is 
4 VT — treatment. running under the Genuine Opposition tick- 


There cannot be any special arrangement et, cited some of the same grounds used by 
SE MTERS (IIO CUFT) С ог any special privilege granted to him sim- another detained senatorial candidate Gre- 
T STAINLESS ST 
PEAST ЕҢ POSU мано | ply because his stature has changed,” Fadul- gorio Honasan, who was granted bail. 
0% È mos. 3 TE lon told reporters, adding that Trillanes He said the complaint against him “failed 


should have thought about how he would to allege who the leaders of the supposed 


AS 60V (EX) fulfill his duties as senator before he ran. coup d'etat were.” 
2 DRYER EKS y He said the detained would-be senator Аза mere “participant” in the failed coup, 
e 936,610.00 will have to get a court order every time he he argued that he was not facing a capital of- 
отыл s , C348GI(X) EX Wants to attend а Senate session, and each fense and therefore, should be entitled bail. 
ROHS MANUAL CONTRO GASOVENWRODSsERE || furlough would have to be subject to several But the court said that it "individually and 
P3,915.83/mo. P1,529.16/mo. 23,695.00 conditions. categorically found strong evidence that ас- 
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“TECHNICALLY SPEAKING’ 


Failure of elections in Maguindanao not yet final 


t J 


By Jerome Aning 


THE FORMAL DECLARATION OF A FAILURE 
of elections in Maguindanao will depend 
‘whether the winning local officials there can 
prove that elections really did take place in ће 
province, according to the Commission on 
Elections. 

Comelec spokesperson James Jimenez said 
that, technically speaking, the Comelec has not 
declared a failure of elections in Maguin- 
danao. The poll body has called a hearing on 
Monday on the matter 

Comelec Chair Benjamin Abaloss an- 
nouncement of the failure of elections in 
Maguindanao should be treated as a “prima fa- 
cie assumption,” Jimenez clarified, adding that 
the whole issue should be settled by Monday. 

“The hearing will be for the purpose of de- 
termining whether or not (Abalos’] presump- 
tion is valid or not,” he зай 

"We think that if we don't give people the 
chance to (give their] input on this decision, 
then the more Comelec will be attacked if we 
just to do this unilaterally,” he said. 

The Commission en banc late Wednesday 
ordered all winning local officials in Maguin- 
danao to present proof on or before June 11 
that elections were indeed held in the province 
and that they were duly elected and pro- 
claimed. 
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Overturning Abalos 

The order, according to Jimenez, was in re- 
sponse to the recommendation of the special 
board of canvassers for Maguindanao that it 
could not go on with the canvassing of senato- 
rial results because it failed to receive any сег- 
tificates of canvass from the province's munici- 
palities. 

“The board ruled that it received no COCs 
from which to base the canvass for Maguin: 
danao. The hearing on Monday will determine 
whether or not there was sufficient basis to 
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overturn that," he said. 

Jimenez, however, supported Abalos' con- 
tention that it was possible elections had failed 
in Maguindanao. 

“Technically, what happened is that по 
COCs were delivered. The first thing that it 
would suggest to you is that no elections took 
place,” he said. 

"The only thing that Comelec can take as 
proof is the COC because this is the document 
generated by the election. If you don't have a 
СОС, then there's no election," he said. 

Jimenez said the declaration of failure of 
elections and scheduling of special elections in 
Maguindanao may cover the entire province or 
only certain towns. 


"Show us the document" 
“ts for [the local officials] to show us 
whether or not elections took place. If they say 


] INTERNAL MATTER’ 


Buhay urged to settle row 


tostep into the feud. 
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they were proclaimed, then what's the basis of 
the proclamation? Show us the document," he 
said, 

Maguindanao, which has 337,044 regis- 
tered voters, could be a determining factor in 
the 11th and 12th placers in the Senate race. 

Abalos said the proclamation of the two re- 
maining senatorial winners would take place 
after the COCs from Maguindanao and three 
other provinces are canvassed. 

Genuine Opposition lawyer Sito Brillantes 
condemned the Comelecs reported declara- 
tion of failure of elections in Maguindanao, 
saying such a pronouncement would be illegal 
because no one petitioned for it 

Abalos set June 20 as the date of the special 
elections for the province. He added that be- 
cause the municipal certificates of canvass 
(COCs) and statements of votes (SOVs) from 
all 22 towns of Maguindanao were missing, 
the Comelec was beginning to believe GO alle- 
gations that no elections took place there. 


Highly improbable 

He earlier agreed that the case of 19 nonad- 
ministration senatorial candidates having zero 
votes from all the 22 towns was highly improb- 
able. 

Brillantes said the Comelec should follow its 
‘own procedures in declaring election failure 
and special polls. 

“We will go to the Supreme Court if Comelec 
calls for special elections. Comelec can't call 
опе on its own since no petition for failure of 
elections was ever filed. Our move is not to call 
for special elections for now,” Brillantes told 
reporters. 

Brilliantes said he believes the 12th placer in 
the senatorial count, GO' Aquilino Pimentel 
Ш, would still win if special elections are held. 

"Team Unity counsel Romulo Macalintal said 
the party would have no objection to the spe- 
cial elections and would rely on the Comelecs 
discretion 


parties, Robles’ term as president had 
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THE COMMISSION ON ELECTIONS 
yesterday urged Buhay Hayaang 
Yumabong, which is currently at the. 
top of the official count of party-list 
votes, to resolve internal differences 
itself and not wait for the poll body to 
decide which of the group's two dif- 
ferent sets of nominees is entitied to 
sitin the House of Representatives. 
“It should be an internal matter. It's 
the party-list organization that solves 
thar,” Comelec spokesperson James 
Jimenez told reporters in a briefing. 
Although Comelec has been asked 
by each of the feuding Buhay fac- 
tions to deny due course to the other 
sides certificates of nomination, 
Jimenez said Comelec was reluctant 


By Leila B. Salaverria 


BORACAY, AKLAN—TOURISM SEC- 
retary Joseph Ace Durano assured ге- 
sort owners that he would look into the 
problem of fluctuating electricity in 
this tourist island during a visit to sev- 
eral hotels over the weekend. 

The resort owners said the power 
problem has disrupted services and 
taken its toll on electricity equipment, 
according to Edwin Trompeta, the 
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DOT director for Westem Visayas. 

The power distributor for the 1,032- 
hectare resort island is the Aklan Elec- 
tric Cooperative, which obtains its sup- 
ply from the National Power Corp., 
Trompeta said. 

‘Trompeta said there was no dearth 
of electricity supply for Boracay island. 
He said the problem stems from the 
damage caused by a barge in February 
to the underwater cables carrying elec- 


Buhay, identified with the influential 
Catholic charismatic group El Shaddai 
founded by Bro. Mike Velarde, is poised 
то win three seats in the House in ac- 
cordance with the Constitution, once it 
is formalized that it topped the votes. 
The group, however, had presented 
two slates of nominees to Comelec. 
One is led by Hans Christian Seneres, 
the party's acting president and secre- 
tary-general. The other was submitted 
by his predecessor Melquiades Robles, 
its slate led by Velarde's son, Rene. 
Seneres said Robles could no 
longer participate in the group's af- 
fairs because the latter was appointed 
administrator of the Light Rail Transit 
Corp. He added that since govern- 
ment officials might not join political 


Power woes bug Boracay resorts 


tricity to the island. 

“There's no problem with the sup- 
ply. It's the distribution that is causing 
the fluctuation," he told reporters over 
the weekend, 

He said it would cost millions of pe- 
sosto repair the damage. 

Even though many of the bigger es- 
tablishments have their own genera- 
tors, there is concem that the 
brownouts would damage electrical 
equipment, said Trompeta. They could 
also lead to spoilage of food supplies, 
especially for smaller establishments 
that do not have generators, he added. 

Annabelle Wisniewski, president of 
the HSAI Raintree Management Co. 
that runs the Discovery Shores in Bora- 
cay, said the hotel has taken to using its 
generators in the evening even if there 
isno brownout, to make sure its guests 
would get uninterrupted electric ser- 
vice. 


also expired. 

Robles contended that he could not 
be forced out of Buhay because he still 
had the right to join an association 
even ifhe were a government official. 

Seneres, however, argued that аз 
secretary-general and acting presi- 
dent, he had the sole authority to sub- 
mit the nominations. 

Jimenez said Buhay members 
should resolve the feud quickly so that 
Buhay nominees could take their seats 
in Congress by June 30 and participate 
in the election of the House speaker. 

IPs all up to them, really. If they 
won't settle this among themselves, 
then their congressional seats will re- 
‘main unoccupied until the dispute is 
settled," the spokesperson added. 


Trompeta said the electricity de- 
mand in Boracay has naturally in- 
creased with the growing number of 
tourists visiting the island. 

A report on the BCCI website said 
the island's deily electricity demand is 
about 7.5 megawatts, 

Before resorts and other establish- 
ments started mushrooming in Bora- 
сау, the demand was about three to 
four megawatts, said Trompeta. 

According to DOT statistics, 
234,491 foreign and local tourists vis- 
ited Boracay in the first four months of 
2007, a four percent increase from the 
same period last year. 

‘April saw the highest number of for- 
eign and local visitors this year, with 
93,615. 

Some 73,104 foreign tourists came 
to the island in the frst four months of 
the year, a 40 percent increase against 
the figure for the same period last year 
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SENATE HONORS: The three Filipina climbers receive thelr commendation from Senate President Manny Villar, 


Senate honors 
3 Pinay climbers 
for Everest feat 


THE SENATE HAS COMMENDED THE 
three Filipinas who made it to the summit of 
Mount Everest and became the first women to 
traverse the world's highest mountain from 
the Tibetan side (North) to Nepal (South) 

The chamber awarded a resolution to 
Noelle Wenceslao, Carina Dayondon, Janet 
Belarmino and the Kaya ng Pinay Everest 
Team as a commendation to their courage 
and determination exemplified in their suc- 
cessful climb last month. 

Senate President Manny Villar said, "We 
celebrate and take pride in the audacity of our 
women who have conquered Mount Everest, 
marking another milestone in our accom- 
plishments as a country.” 

“Their feat clearly demonstrates the outstand- 
{ng skill and strength of our Filipino women in the 
face of the fiercest adversities as they reach their 
goal. It upholds the importance of women em- 
powerment in our country, further elevating the 
distinct qualities of our women," Villar said. 

Villar authored Senate Resolution No. 629 
giving recognition to the women climbers and 
their team. 


DFA confirms 
kidnap, release 
of 2 RP seamen 


By Cynthia D. Balana 


THE TWO FILIPINO SEAMEN WHO WERE 
abducted on June 3 and released the same 
day in Port Harcourt, Rivers State, Nigeria, re- 
turned to the Philippines three days later, the 
Department of Foreign Affairs said yesterday. 

DFA spokesperson Claro Cristobal said the 
seamen were “repatriated to the Philippines 
and reunited with their respective families on 
Wednesday.” 

Cristobal said that Foreign Undersecretary 
for Migrant Affairs Esteban Conejos, who was 
їп Nigeria, confirmed the abduction and the 
subsequent rescue of the two crew members 
of MV Seacor. Conejos did not identify the vic- 
tims. 

‘The two seamen were kidnapped by gun- 
теп while “on social timeout” but were res- 
cued by the Nigerian police four hours later, 
Cristobal said 

“Undersecretary Conejos expressed the 
gratitude of the Philippine government to the 
Nigerian government for the rescue,” he said. 

‘The kidnapping and the subsequent rescue 
of the seamen was first reported on Monday 
but the DFA could not immediately confirm 
it. 

Last month, eight Filipinos who were kid- 
napped along with Korean workers were also 
released by their kidnappers after the Nigeri- 
an government negotiated for their safe re- 
lease. 

Nigerian militants, who claimed to be 
fighting for a larger share of the country's oil 
resources for local people, and a number of 
armed gangs out to make ransom money con- 
tinued to terrorize foreign workers in the 
African country. 

‘The vast majority of kidnapped victims 
have been released unharmed. There was a 
lull in kidnappings during the Nigerian elec- 
tions recently but the armed groups have 
made up for lost time, seizing at least 48 for- 
eigners since May 1. 

Cristobal said the Philippine government's 
travel ban to Nigeria stands because of the in- 
cidents of kidnapping in the oil-rich country. 

Conejos said the РЕА was prepared to ex- 
tend assistance to overseas Filipino Workers 
(OFWs) currently in Nigeria who may wish to 
avail themselves of the ongoing repatriation 
program. 

‘According to Foreign Secretary Alberto Ro- 
mulo, the series of kidnappings of foreign 
workers, particularly Filipinos, underlines the 
perilous situation that confronts Filipino 
workers in some countries, 

“Iv is for their own interest, therefore, that 
we ask our (OFWs) to respect the deployment 
ban and abide by the restrictions on travel to 
Nigeria, as well as Iraq, Afghanistan and 
Lebanon,” Romulo said. 
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Saly Ilustre Sanchez; 61 


RIZALINDA "SALY" ILUSTRE SANCHEZ DIED 
on June 6 at her residence in Chrysanthemum 
Village in San Pedro, Laguna, after a lingering 
illness. She was 61. 

Saly was chief accountant at the Jose Co- 
juangco and Sons Organization, where she 
‘worked for over 30 years. 

She was actively involved in church volun- 
teer work all her life, and was the founder of 
the Legion of Mary chapter in Chrysanthemum 


Village and San Pedro's first curia president. 

Her body lies at the mortuary of the Mother 
of Good Counsel Parish Church in Chrysan- 
themum Village (take Southwoods and exit 
from South expressway). Interment is set on 
‘Sunday after a 7 a.m. Mass. 

Saly is survived by her son Norman 
Sanchez, daughter-in-law Ann, granddaugh- 
ter Fiona Louise, and siblings Andy, Ofelia 
Silang, Francisco Jr. and Jennie. 
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Sandigan acquits late PNP chief of graft | 


By Volt Contreras 


THE SANDIGANBAYAN HAS ACQUITTED TOP 
former government officials including then chief 
of the Philippine National Police, the late Cesar 
Nazareno, in a graft case involving a P168-mil- 
lion fire truck dealin 1991. 

The antigraft courts fifth division said it 
found no basis for allegations that the 65 Nik- 
ki-Hino trucks purchased by the PNP under 
Nazareno's watch were overpriced. 


Also cleared were former Local Government 
Secretary Luis Т. Santos, former PNP Logistics 
Support Command Director Nicasio Custodio 
and bids and awards committee members Rey- 
naldo Osia, Obedia Espefia and Juhan Kairan- 

The court said the prosecution failed tn 
show conspiracy on the part of Nazareno and 
the others, who were also accused of favoring 
Taihei Company of Japan in awarding the 
purchase contract. 

Graft investigators suspected overpricing 
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upon finding that the government paid P2.86 
million for each fire truck. 

The court, however, said it was convinced 
by evidence proffered by Nazareno's defense 
team showing that the Nikki-Hino fire trucks 
were superior to those offered by VG Roxas 
Enterprises, which put in a lower bid of P1.72 
million per truck. 

The decision, penned by Associate Justice 
Teresite Diaz-Baldoz, was promulgated last 
week, seven months after Nazareno's death. 
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CARP far from complete 
after 19 years, says NGO 


By T] Burgonio 


WITH ONE YEAR TO GO BEFORE IT IS DUE TO 
expire, he Comprehensive Agrarian Reform Pro- 
gram (CARP) is far from meeting its target of re- 
disribuing 8-million hectares of land to the 
poor—and its extension hangs їп the balance, 

Three coalitions of nongovernment organi- 
zations advocating agrarian reform—Unorka, 
Peace and Parrds—came to this conclusion in 
their study: "19 Years of CARP: Gains, Rever- 
sals and Uncertainties.” 

Unorka is the Pambansang Ugnayan ng 
Nagsasariling Lokal na mga Samahang Ma- 
mamayan sa Kanayunan, Peace is the Philip- 
pine Ecumenical Action for Community Em- 
powerment Foundation Network, while Par- 
rds is thé Parmership for Agrarian Reform and 
Rural Development Services. 

CARP marks 19 years on Sunday with the 
program set to end in June 2008. 

“At 19 years of CARP and with the threat of 
nonextension looming on the horizon, it is 
clear agrarian reform remains far from com- 
plete,” the NGOs said in their study. 

They said that based on government fig 
ures, more than 6.7-million hectares of pri- 
vate and public lands of the 8.06 million tar- 

geted for redistribu- 
Чоп by 2008 had 
been given out to 
more than 4 million 
peasants. 


Gov't data 
doubted 

The NGOs doubted 
the govemment data, 
however, pointing out 
that some areas could 
not be covered by 
CARP due to the resis- 
tance of landlords and 
the presence of armed 
leftist guerrillas. 

They also said the 
accomplishment re- 
port appeared to be 


bloated and that 600,000 hectares that were 
"newly discovered" for coverage were not new at 
ай. 

Fluctuations in the government CARP target 
ranging from 8 million to 9.1 million hectares 
could mean that targeted landholdings could be 
“arbitrarily removed” from coverage, they said. 

“For these reasons, we do not believe the gov- 
еттеп? claim the land redistribution program 
is 85-percent complete, the NGOs said. 

‘A more realistic number is 40-percent comple- 
tion ifthe millions of hectares of private and pub- 
lic lands that “mysteriously disappeared” from the 
CARP scope were factored in, they said. 


Success stories 

Citing studies, Unorka, Peace and Parrds ac- 
Joowledged that CARP had its major gains, like 
increasing farmers incomes, hence, contributing 
to poverty alleviation in the countryside. 

"They said there were success stories, particular- 
Jy in agrarian reform communities (ARCS) where 
land redistribution was complemented with a 
"more systematic delivery of support services.” 

"The NGOs, however, said that only 1.069 mil- 
lion land reform beneficiaries had benefited 
from the establishment of ARCS, into which gov- 
emment suppor services are poured. 

"To expand the number of beneficiaries, 
DAR must sustain and expand the coverage of 
‘ARCs nationwide. Support services must also 
reach upland communities," they said. 

Despite these gains, the NGOs asserted that. 
agrarian reform was “on the retreat” because 
of reversals in CARP implementation. 


“Bankrupt model’ 

‘Among these were the reaffirmation of the 
exemption of livestock areas, the exemption 
of areas covered by pre-CARP zoning, and the 
continued implementation of anomalous 
mechanisms such as the stock distribution op- 
tion (SDO) and leaseback based on voluntary 
land transfer or voluntary offer to sell. 

The SDO at Hacienda Luisita, the sprawl- 
ing sugar estate owned by the Cojuangco fam- 
ily in Tarlac, was proof of a “bankrupt corpo- 
rate model” that allowed corporations to con- 
trol the land, the NGOs said. 


Romulo to meet 
Nokor counterpart 


FOREIGN SECRETARY ALBERTO 
Romulo will meer his North Kore- 
an counterpart in a three-day vis- 
it to Pyongyang this month, a se- 
nior official at the Department of 
Foreign Affairs said yesterday. 
Romulo, who is also current 
chair of the Association of South- 
east Asian Nations (Asean), was 
due to meet Pak Ui Chun during 
his June 19-21 visit to Pyongyang. 
Pak, named foreign minister in 
May, is due to attend the annual 
Asean Regional Forum (ARF), the 
only security mechanism in the 
Asia-Pacific region, on Aug. 2 
"We just want to have a conducive 


atmosphere of fruitful discussions on 
regional security and this engagement 
В а very imporant step,” Erinda 
Basilio, foreign affairs undersecretary 
for policy told reporters on Thursday. 

She said Romulo would brief 
Pak on developments in the 
Philippines and within Southeast 
Asia, making him familiar with 
the Asean processes. 

During a visit to Tokyo late last 
month, President Macapagal-Arroyo 
offered to host informal sbcpamy 
talks on North Korea on the sidelines 
of the ARF meetings in Manila be- 
cause all six states involved in the di- 
alogue would be present. Reuters 
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Gospel: Mark 12:35-37 

As Jesus was teaching in the Temple, he said, "The teachers of the 
Law say that the Messiah is the son of David. How can that be? For 
David himself, inspired by the Holy Spirit declared: The Lord said to 
my Lord: sit at my right until 1 put your enemies under your feet. If 
David himself calls him Lord, in what way can he be his son?" Many 
people came to Jesus and listened to him gladly. 
Commentary 

Raphael, the healing angel, teaches Tobias how to heal his old father’s 
eyes with the fish that they caught as they began their journey, so that he 
might see again. Tobit sees again and the family rejoices, blessing and 
oy nn, ВИЕ praising God for his mercy. Do we bless God for being able to see, for hav- 
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a ? 
NONI MEM Jesus is questioned maliciously by everyone who comes. Now he asks a 
question using the scriptures, the Word of God, to illustrate what he is 

saying-about himself David and the messiah. How can the messiah be 
both David's son and Lord? The crowd listens with delight as Jesus 
trumps the teachers/lawyers and scribes who have been harassing him 
with the intent of tripping him down. Do we read the scriptures in such a 
way that the Word calls us to repentance and deeper insight or do we use. 
the Word against others? 
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Opposition 
solons study 
next moves 


By Norman Bordadora 


FACED WITH THE POSSIBILITY OF BEING 
Jed by a member of the majority coalition, the 
opposition in the House of Representatives 
are exploring other options on how it would 
position itself in the fight for the Speakership 
in the 14th Congress. 

Speaker Jose de Venecia of the Lakas-CMD 
and Rep. Pablo Garcia of the Kabalikat ng Ma- 
mayang Pilipino (Катрі), both allied in the 
‘majority coalition, are the main contenders 
for the post. 

‘According to House rules, the second plac- 
ег in the speakership fight automatically be- 
comes the minority leader. 

Lawyer Rufus Rodriguez, representa- 
tive-elect of Cagayan de Oro City, said op- 
position members who met last Wednesday 
agreed to keep their options open on 
whether to align with either candidate of 
the majority coalition or choose one from 
among their ranks. 

Rodriguez said there was no way the oppo- 
sition can finish second in the speakership 
race considering the administration numbers 
in the House. 


True opposition 

"There were those who raised the possi- 
bility of aligning the true opposition in the 
House to members of the majority who 
have already expressed the intention to be- 
come Speaker. They said that the interests 
of the minority may be further pursued 
[with such an alignment], Rodriguez 
said, 

“It was agreed that we will keep our op- 
tions open, explore possibilities and come up 
with more discussions before the speakership 
elections in July,” he added. 

The Liberal Party, the dominant miriori- 
ty party, through its president Sem. 
Franklin Drilon and national executive 
council member Quezon Rep. Lorenzo 
Taflada Ш, has already expressed support 
for Garcia, 

Rodriguez said he objected to the idea of 
opposition members allying themselves as a 
group to one speakership bet from the admin- 
istration, 

"Our voice will only be overwhelmed by 
their number. How can either Lakas or 
Kampi be the voice of the opposition?” he 
said. 

Rodriguez, a member of deposed Presi- 
dent Joseph Estrada's Puwersa ng Masang 
Pilipino, said the opposition members col- 
lectively “condemned” the rivalry between 
De Venecia and Garcia as an alleged ploy to 
wrest the minority leadership from the op- 
position. 


Strengthen the minority 

"1t will be anomalous for a member of the. 
administration coalition to represent the op- 
position as minority leader,” Rodriguez said, 

Rodriguez said it was agreed during the 
meeting that the opposition should consoli- 
date its ranks and beef up its membership 
with independents and “disgruntled Lakas 
and Kampi members.” 

"It was agreed that we should strengthen 
the minority,” Rodriguez said. 

Both Lakas and Kampi support President 
Macapagal-Arroyo. 

Lakas is claiming a House membership of 
more than 100 while Kampi has more than 
50. The opposition in the incoming Congress 
numbers no more than 30. 

‘Tafiada earlier this week said the LP's 15 
members were inclined to vote for Garcia. 

“Garcia is more acceptable. For instance on 
the issue of [Charter change], he believes that 
it should be through a constitutional conven- 
tion," he added. 

‘Tafiada said the LP's discussions with Gar- 
cia were conducted not through Катрі but 
through Garcia's local party, One Cebu. 

ЧЕ theres a covenant that’s going to be 
signed, it will be with One Cebu," he said. 

“Pablo Garcia comes from the old school of 
Filipino politicians. For him, a principle is а 
principle and one should stand by it. He also 
understands the other patties’ positions,” he 
added. 
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TWENTY-FOUR out- 
standing alumni of 
the University of the 
Philippines will be 
conferred awards in 
various categories by 
the UP Alumni Asso- 
Чайоп during the 
94th UP General 
Alumni-Faculty 

Homecoming and 
Reunion on June 23 
at Ang Bahay ng 
Alumni in the Dili- 
man campus at 3 


pm 
UPAA president 
Ponciano Rivera 
said this year’s 
awardees are led by 
microfinance whiz 
Jaime Aristotle B. 
Alip, most distin- 
guished alumnus; 
and Justice Ameur- 
fina Melencio-Her- 
тета and Dr. Gelia 
Tagumpay-Castillo 
as most distin- 
guished alumnae. 
Justice Florentino 
В Feliciano and Dr. 
Ester Albano-Gar- 
cia are 2007's Life- 
time Distinguished 
Achievement 
Awardees. 


Professionals 
Outstanding Pro- 
fessional Awards 
willalso be given to 
UP alumni who 
have excelled in 
their respective 
fields. They are: 
Leticia H. Tison, 
arts and letters; 
Tomas C. Banguis 
Jr, business admin- 
istration (advertis- 
ing); Yolanda Bello- 
Pajaro, business ad- 
ministration; 
Maryo J. de los 
Reyes, communica- 
tion (film & audio- 
visual communica- 
Ў tion); Felix D. Li- 
1 brero, education; 
Aura Castillo-Ma- 
tias, engineering 
and technology; 
Lenore Raquel San- 
tos-Lim, fine arts; 
Я Belen О. Rillo, 
home economics 
Д (food science & 
Ў technology); Ruben 
Е Balane, law; 
t 0 Romeo V. Fajardo, 
: 4 medicine (ophthal- 
[| 


mology); Asuncion 
К. Raymundo, natu- 
ral sciences-biology 
(microbiology); 
Carmelita A. Div- 
inagracia, nursing; 
Ma. Lourdes Car- 
los-Fernando, pub- 
lic administration; 
and Virginia Al- 
varez-Miralao, so- 
cial sciences. 


Mitsubishi Motors Philippines is glad to announce the 
opening of its Sales Center at $M Mall of Asia. 
We are looking forward to seeing you there! 


Service awards 
This year's recipi- 
ents of the Commu- 
nity Service Awards 
are Rosa Samson- 
B { Pacubas for Luzon 
and Margarita de la 
Torre-de la Cruz for 
Visayas while hu- 
man rights advo- 
cate Rep. Loretta 
Ann Pargas-Rosales 
Lj is UPAA Presiden- 
tial Awardee. 
Я Michael B. Gama- 
| linda and Ms 
Mikaela Irene D. 
Fudolig, summa 
[ | cumlaudeofUP Los 
| | Baños and UP Dili- 
TEN 
P 


MITSUBISHI 
MOTORS 


are the Outstand- 
ing 2007 Gradu- 
ates. 

All UP alumni are 
enjoined to attend 
the homecoming 
which will serve as 
the pre-Centennial 
tip-off point. The 
University of the 
Philippines cele- 
brates its 100th an- 
niversary next year. 
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Rising trade in human 
organs alarms int'l group 


By Edson C. Tandoc Jr. 


‘THE INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATION FOR 
Migration (IOM) yesterday expressed alarm 
over the rise in human trafficking for purpos- 
ез of trade in internal organs and called for 
stronger cooperation between countries. 

"There is a tremendous demand for organs 
in many countries. We would like it to go 
through legal channels but in many countries, 
demand outstrips the supply,” IOM regional 
representative Bruce Reed said at a confer- 
ence yesterday. 

Reed said trafficking for organs was on the 
rise in China and in many impoverished states 
in Southeast Asia, like the Philippines, Cam- 
bodia, Indonesia, Laos, Burma (Myanmar) 
and Vietnam. 

Не warned that while many victims were 
trafficked within Asia, “there is an increasing 
trend of intercontinental trafficking, in which 
victims are trafficked from Asia to Africa, Eu- 
rope and America.” 


Third-largest criminal activity 

‘Although rising, the number of those being 
trafficked for organs was still dwarfed by 
those being smuggled for sex, Reed said, be- 
cause of the constant demand from the enter- 
tainment and hospitality industries, 

He said human trafficking was the third- 
largest international criminal activity, behind 
drugs and arms smuggling. 

"They (victims) sometimes end up in situa- 
tions of forced begging, delinquency, adop- 
tion, false marriage or, most recently, as vic- 
tims of the thriving trade in human organs,” 
he said. 

‘The selling of internal organs first caught 
the attention of Filipinos when stories of peo- 
ple selling their kidneys surfaced years ago. 

“The causes of trafficking in the region are 
rooted in poverty, limited educational and 
employment opportunities, gender discrimi- 
nation, social and political violence, prostitu- 
Чоп, among other factors,” he said. 


Combat trafficking 

Reed spoke at a four-hour forum to combat 
trafficking sponsored by the Swedish Em- 
bassy. 

Swedish Ambassador against Trafficking in 
Human Beings Anders Oljelund said strict 
prohibitions against immigrants in many d 
veloped countries could be providing oppor- 
tunities to traffickers. 

He said immigration liberalization was 
being discussed їп many European coun- 
tries, but he was quick to add that this 


2 teens die 
n Cebu 
landslide 


By Nilda Gallo 
Cebu Daily News 


CEBU CITY—TWO 
teenagers меге 
buried alive in a 
landslide early after- 
noon Thursday while 
cooking their meal 
beside — Mangitngit 
Falls in the northern 
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The police identi- 
ded the fatalities as 
Christine Beduya and 
her cousin Genevive 

2oya, both 18 years 
old and residents of 
nearby Danao City. 

Their 13 compan- 
ions, most of them al- 
so teenagers, were al- 
so hurt, according to 
Insp. Joel Abuan, act- 
ing Carmen police 
chief. 
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cousins were cooking 
beside the falls when 
a porion of the 
mountain slid quick- 
lydown on them. 
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would have limitations. 

Reed said globalization had increased the 
number of people who travel, raising the risk 
of persons falling prey to traffickers. 


Protect the victims 

“There is clear need for making accessible 
more legal channels of migration in order to 
balance the demand for labor and services 
with the supply,” Reed said. 

He stressed the need for international co- 
operation to combat human trafficking. He 
said destination countries “must work to raise 
awareness and extend protection and assis- 
tance to victims,” while source nations “must 
endeavor to prevent the problem and reinte- 
grate victims." 

Since traffickers are “often well-funded, 
politically connected and concealed behind a 
respectable exterior,” he said victims need a 
lot of support not only so they could lead nor- 
mal lives again, but also so that governments 
could run after the violators. 

In Sweden, Oljelund said vietims may be 
granted up to six months of stay provided that 
they cooperate with court proceedings 
against traffickers. 

"We are studying ways to protect the wit- 
nesses,” he said. With a Reuters report 
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j to the 1949 Geneva Conventions continue to provide 
crucial legal framework for the protection of-Glvillans in armed conflict, introducing essential rules 
relating to the conduct of hostilities and thé methods and means of warfare, in particular, the 
important principle of distinction between civilians and combatants and between civilian and military =; 


Тапа 163 States to Additional Protocol Il, Ё 


из in the world. The worldwide R 
suffering by promoting. 


Office of the President 
of the Philippines 
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The adoption 30 years ago of Protocols I and II relating 
to the protection of victims of international and non- 
intemational armed conflicts, respectively, under- 
scored the various States’ maturity in dealing with 
victims of armed conflicts, whether waged within their 
own borders or abroad. The Republic of the Phitppines, 
which has always been at the forefront in the promotion 
and implementation of international humanitarian law. 
(IHL), joins the whole of humanity in commemorating 
and celebrating the Protocols! 30th anniversary, аз it 
reaffirms its adherence to IHL by upholding the 
universally applicable and accepted principles 
‘embodied in these protocols calling for an enhanced 
protection of victims of armed conflicts. 


ALL 
EDUARDO R. ERMITA 
env Seca 


IHL National Committee 


The Additional Protocols were an important develop- 
ment 30 years ago to fil up gaps to protect civilians 
from the effects of armed conflicts thal evolved after 
Word War 2. This is especially so where non- 
international armed conflicts have emerged and 
common Article 3 of the Geneva Conventions was 
insufficient. We are pleased іо note that the Philippines. 
has ratified Protocol 2 in 1986 and we believe Protocol 
1 is forthcoming in the priority treaties of the 
Department of Foreign Affairs and Осе of the 
President for endorsement to the Senate. Ils ratification 
will be symbolic of our dedication and commitment to 


humanity. 


Leonor Ines Luciano 
Chairperson 
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GMA wants RP to be part of China's dev't plan QW, 


From page Al 


“the home of China's primary inland 
waterway port.” 

“The Yangtze inland waterway will be 
able to accommodate ocean-going ves- 
sels as well. And, therefore, itis impor- 
tant for us Filipinos to be here even be- 
fore that happens, so that we will be one 
of your first friends (here),” she said. 

At the forum with Ms Arroyo were 
Trade Secretary Peter Favila and Chi 
nese-Filipino businessmen led by Lucio 
Tan. 

Тһе businessmen had joined Ms Ar- 
royo a day before at another business 
forum in Chengdu, the capital of 
Sichuan province, also in southwestern 
China. 


Model of future China 

‘The Chongqing forum was attend- 
ed by the city’s large entrepreneurs, 
business leaders and officials led by 
Mayor Wang Hongju, who took note 
in his opening remarks that The 
New York Times had described 
Chongqing as the “model of future 
China.” 

“Chongqing is a city of immense busi- 
ness opportunities. Iis a city where you 
sow and you reap," Wang said of the 
metropolis that covers 82,000 square 
kilometers and has a population of 
31.44 million. 


Consulate 

‘This month, Chongqing, known as 
the “Mountain City” because itis built 
on hilly land, celebrates its 10th year as 


а municipality directly under the cen- 
tral government following Beijing, 
Tianjing and Shanghai. 

Like Chengdu's top official, Wang in- 
vited the Philippines to set up a con- 
sulate in Chongqing, a move that would 

trengthen diplomatic ties between Bei- 
Jing and Manila. 

Ms Arroyo herself pointed out that 
China and the Philippines continued to 
exchange high level visits that included 
her two state visits to Beijing and a 
number of business trips. 

Although visibly tired from her two- 
week, six-nation swing, Ms Arroyo re- 
mained upbeat during her overnight 
business trip to this economically ro- 
bust city 

She took note of the many "comple- 
mentarities” between the Philippines 
and Chongqing that could be developed 
into a vibrant partnership in several in- 
dustries. 


Tricycle parts 

She told the Chongqing business 
leaders that the tricycle, the three- 
wheeled mode of transportation of the 
Filipino working class and “an impor- 
tant small-scale enterprise for Fil- 
ipinos," had parts and components im- 
ported from Chongqing. 

Chongging-based Zongshen indus- 
trial Group, the No. 1 Chinese brand in 
the Philippine motorcycle market, is 
now investing in nickel mining and 
speedboat manufacturing in the 
Philippines, according to the Presi- 
dent. 

“It is said that nickel is to the Philip- 
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pines what oil is to Saudi Arabia. We 
are happy that many Chinese compa- 
nies, not only Zongshen that needs 
nickel for its motorcycles, are interest- 
ed and negotiating to invest in the 
nickel sector of the Philippines,” she 
said. 

Direct flights 

Ms Arroyo also said that among 
the business proposals discussed 
during her visit was the establish- 
ment of direct flights between the 
Philippines and Chongqing, which 
has a first-class international air- 
port. 

She said this could help develop a 
healthy tourism exchange in which 
Chongqing residents could enjoy the 
Philippines’ famed white sand beaches 
while Filipinos could visit the mountain 
city and the scenic Three Gorges on the 
Yangtze River. 

As in Chengdu, Ms Arroyo offered 
Philippine logistics services to 
Chongqing, the logistics hub in central 
and western China. 


Tax breaks 

At the forum, Favila said the Philip- 
pine government was offering 
Chongqing businessmen four to eight 
years of an income tax holiday (ITH), a 
special 5-percent tax on gross income 
after the ITH, a zero-percent duty on 
imported capital equipment, and an ex- 
'emption from input value-added tax on 
allowable local purchase of goods and 
services. 

For their part, Chinese-Filipino busi- 
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nessmen were eager to invest in 
Chongqing. 

Ms Arroyo said the Henry Sy- 
owned SM was poised to build its 
third mall in China in Chongqing, af- 
ter setting up stores in Fujian and 
Chengdu. 

Tan's Allied Bank has a branch called 
Xinlian Shangye Bank at the Hilton Ho- 
tel here. 

То complement Ms Arroyos visit, 
Chongaings Mayor Wang will lead a 
200-member business, cultural, and 
science and technology delegation to 
Manila next month. 

Putting emphasis on the Philip- 
pines’ recent economic gains, the 
President said: “We are building 
Southeast Asia's next success story. 
We invite you, our friends in 
Chongqing, to be part of it." 


Home after 5 days 

Ms Arroyo returned home yesterday 
afternoon following a three-leg trip to 
Europe and China. 

The Philippine Air Force Honor 
Guard gave Ms Arroyo foyer honors 
at the Kalayaan Hall of the Villamor 
Air Base upon emerging from the 
chartered Philippine Airlines Flight 
PR-001 at 2:30 p.m. yesterday, 
ahead of the original schedule of 
3:20 p.m. 

She had gone on a five-day trip to 
Italy, Portugal and China. Earlier, she 
traveled to Japan, Australia and New 
Zealand forthesame mission. With a 
report from Tarra Quismundo in 
Manila 
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ARRIVAL HONORS: President Arroyo receives foyer ho 
at Villamor Air Base on Thursday. Ms Arroyo returned fi 
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INWHATCOULDBEAPREVIEW and Benigno “Noynoy” Aquino wearing rubber shoes,” the hisnamewascalled, saying it was 


of a generational clash in the  III—came in comfortable, ca- senator said. not proper decorum in such a for- 
Senate, the old guards wereal- sual attire while the rest were mal affair. 
ready frowning atthe brash an- іп formal wear. Proper decorum ‘Although the freshman-sena- 


ties of the incoming young While the barong Tagalog or The election's No. 2 vote- tors were not obliged to stick to 
Turks during Wednesdays suit was the recommended but getter, Escudero, came іп tradition, the two older sena- 
proclamation of the 10 win- nottherequired attire, thesen- rolled-up plain white long- tors agreed that they should 
ning senators. ator said the three did not sleeved shirt and blue jeans have given respect to their of- 

One of the Senate’s septua- show any respect for the Sen- while Aquino and Cayetano fice by wearing the proper at- 
genarians, who requested ate tradition of showing up in looked pedestrian in their tire. 


Shonymity, raised his eye- the proper clothes for the looseshirtsovercasualslacks. Тһе two senators also hoped 
brows when three Generation proclamation. One of the Senate's two-term- that the three would be more cir- 
X senators—Francis “Chiz” Es- “They should have complet- ers also did not take too kindly to cumspectin their decisions. Gil 


cudero, Alan Peter Cayetano ed their casual wardrobe by Cayetano raising his fist when С. Cabacungan Jr. j 


Senate Cavaliers bloc to rival Wednesday Group 


From page Al pines, graduated in 1961. Tril- is Vice’ President Noli de Castro. He hinted that the group might 1 
lanes, a Navy lieutenant detained Lacson said the Cavaliers meet occasionally in Fort Bonifa- 
the first time in ts franchise history {ог leading a coup attempt in Group would be formedbasedon cio to accommodate Trillanes, 


The bloc is to be composed of 2003, graduated in 1995. the same idea that led to the set- who would not be allowed to at- 
graduates of the Philippine Mili- ting up of the Wednesday Group. tend Senate sessions unless he 
tary Academy. Same language “We speak the same language. was granted bail. 

Reelected Sen. Panfilo “Ping” Trillanes stunned the nation We understand each other very 


Lacson said that his mistahs inthe for his phenomenal rise from No. well and our advocacies should Headed for showdown? 
Senate—Rodolfo Biazon, Gringo 15 orNo. 16in SWS'last pre-elec- not differ that inuch from each ‘This early, the Cavaliers Group 
Honasan, and possibly Antonio tion survey to land at No. 11 in other. It’s very easy for us to jell, and Wednesday Group are head- 
Trillanes IV—would form the the latest count of the Commis- the four of us,” said Lacson. ed for a showdown after Lacson 
bloc, which could rival фе sion on Elections. WERE had expressed interest in heading 
Wednesday Group led by Senate Тһе Wednesday Group is com. Meetings in jail the blue ribbon committee cur- 
President Manuel Villar. posed of Villar, Francis Pangilinan He said he broached the plan to rently chaired by Arroyo. 

Lacson, а former head of the and Joker Arroyo (one member, Trillanes during his vist to the lat- Lacson said he would push for the 
Philippine National Police, and Ralph Recto, failed in his reelection ters: detention cell in Fort Bonifacio. closure of cases left hanging by Ar- 
Honasan, а cashiered Army bid), who belong to different par- “We talked about the possibility тоуоз committee such as the “Hello , 
colonel, both graduated from the ties but are bound by their com- ofbanding together to pursuecom- Garci” scandal, the Jose Pidal” ac- ^ 
PMA in 1971. monsandonissuesintheSenate. mon advocacies for the good ofthe count and the fertilizer fund scam. 
[погз{гот the Philippine Air Force Honor Guard upon her arrival from China Biazon, a former chief of staff Тһе group meets every Wednes- Senate, forthe institution, nottobe Arroyo has denied sitting on 
ойта three-country tour—to Italy, Portugal and Chinain six days. змо of the Armed Forces of the Philip- day. A former member of the group obstructionist,” Lacson said. the cases. 
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The decider 


NCREDIBLY, THE RACE FOR THE LAST SENATE 
[= may come down to Maguindanao Province, рег- 

haps the best-documented of all fraud-marred areas 
during the last election. Only in the Philippines. And only 
under Benjamin Abalos. 

According to the chair of the Commission on Elections, 
the Comelec is set to declare a failure of elections in the 
province, and already planning spe- 
cial elections tentatively scheduled on 
June 20. 

Characteristically, Abalos drew inordinate attention in a 
radio interview to the personal sacrifice he and other elec- 
tion officials were prepared to endure just to make the spe- 
cial elections a reality. In other words, he whined. “Remem- 
ber, Monday is a holiday. We don't mind working on a holi- 
day. We will finish this on Monday so there will be special 
elections early,” he said in a mix of English and Filipino. 

Gee, thanks. If Abalos had only gotten it right the first 
time, there would have been no need for special elections 
in Maguindanao or Lanao del Sur at all. If Abalos had only 
been serious about poll automation, there would have 
been no need for him to work overtime; indeed, his job 
would have been done in a day. (Of course, if Abalos had 
only resigned after the Supreme Court found the Mega Pa- 
cific contract anomalous, he wouldn't have to worry about 
reporting for work at all.) 

‘To be sure, we can understand the justification for spe- 
cial elections, and indeed sympathize with it: Democracy 


EDITORIAL 


te founded on the electoral franchise, To invalidate the proclaimed by the Commission on Elections AS | SEE IT is for a certain position, may be appointed to 

vote in Maguindanao would be to disenfranchise the last Wednesday: Loren Legarda, Chiz Escud- an office which is not vacant,” and that “an 

province's 300,000-plus voters, at least as far as their €T% Ping Lacson, Manuel Villar, Kiko Pangili- appointment to an office which is not vacant 
Bicieex Fir sonatas COD ORE nan, Noynoy Aquino, Ed Angara, Alan Peter = is null and void ab initio.” 

Е Е : ‘Cayetano, Joker Arroyo and Gringo Honasan. I E Rosqueta filed a petition with the Manila 

Апа yet: A belated decision to declare a failure of elec- поре the two others, Antonio Trillanes and Neal Н. Cruz 2б = Regional Trial Court to prevent Finance Sec- 


tions in Maguindanao, if the other commissioners side 
with Abalos, is legally infirm. Why? The province's local 
officials, from Maguindanao kingmaker Rep. Simeon Da- 
tumanong on down, have already been proclaimed. 

Sen. Franklin Drilon, president of one wing of the dom- 
inant minority party, the Liberal Party, made the same 
case the other дау. “Legally, the Comelec cannot declare a 
failure of elections for the senatorial candidates in 
Maguindanao because elections indeed took place as 
shown by the... proclamation of local Maguindanao can- 
didates led by Congressman Datumanong and Governor 
Ampatuan,” Drilon said. 

Genuine Opposition lawyer Sixto Brillantes has also 
pointed out another legal defect of a declaration of failure 
of elections: “Can they call (special elections) motu pro- 
pio (considering there was) no petition for failure of elec- 
tions?” 

And yet there it is: Abalos seems to have belatedly 
found justification for declaring a failure of elections. 

His plan to conduct special elections in the province is 
also morally dubious. Why? Because Abalos has failed to 
determine what went wrong—and yet pledges to prevent 
a recurrence just the same. 

He has acted sluggishly on the revelations made by 
teachers who witnessed election fraud. 

He has acted all too slowly, as though struck dumb by 
incomprehension, on concerns that the “results” of the 
Senate vote in the province were statistically improbable 
extremely high turnout rates, like “elections” in North Ko- 
rea or Iraq under Saddam; a 12-0 sweep for the adminis- 
tration, a direct rejection of national trends. 

He has acted glacially—or perhaps, more precisely, 
with icy indifference—in the matter of the accountability 
of election officers in the province. 

No copies of the Certificates of Canvass were submitted 
to the Comelec by the Provincial Board of Canvassers. 
Isn't this prima facie evidence that the top election offi- 
cers in the province were either corrupt or incompetent? 


5 2 Н DI? jpino out-migration. Apparently, the report for as long as I can remember, yet we have not 
Maguindanao election supervisor Lintang Bedol denied sig, middie evel managers and professionals PASSION Sufíered "and indeed have benefited—from 
that a certain witness to election fraud had served as a now outnumber domestic helpers and“cultu- FOR REASON the continuing supply of brains that we edu- 


poll clerk and therefore was in a position to observe elec- 
toral sleight of hand, only to be refuted later by direct 
proof. Isn't this prima facie evidence that Bedol was lying 
through his teeth? 

Instead of cleaning his own house in Maguindanao, 
however, Abalos looks set to call for special elections. The 
people of the province, having been mugged once before, 
are being invited to yet another mugging. And the results 
of that crime will be used to choose the last of the winning 
candidates for the Senate. 

Ah, yes. Another Abalos election. 
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A postmortem on the senatorial polls 


FIRST ОРЕ LET ME ADD MY CONGRATULA- 
tions to the 10 senatorial winners who were 


Koko Pimentel, will be proclaimed tonight. 

Loren confirmed all surveys and predictions 
that she would top, again, the senatorial race. 

Newcomer Trillanes surprised everybody by 
‘winning. He didn't rate in the surveys and fore- 
casts. (1 predicted that he would make а re- 
spectable finish but didn't think he would finish 
in the Magic 12, although I endorsed him.) But 
he got more votes than reelectionist senators, 
veteran politicians and popular actors, although 
һе was unable to campaign, being inside prison. 

Honasan, who ran as an independent, also 
was not able to campaign personally, also being 
inside prison except during the latter part of the 
campaign after he was granted bail 

Whatever the administration says, the sena- 
torial election was a referendum on President 
Macapagal-Arroyo—and the result is definite- 
ly against her. Any way you look at it, six oppo- 
sition candidates, two independents and only 
two administration candidates is a stinging re- 
buke for GMA. (Only three Genuine Opposi- 
tion candidates lost.) Even the two Team Unity 
candidates who won, Angara and Arroyo, are 
not identified with GMA. They have indepen- 
dent images. They were included in the TU 
slate only because the administration could 
not convince more of its henchmen to run. 

Аз for those closely identified with GMA, 
they all ended up in the "pechayan." Mike De- 
fensor would have made a good senator but 
because he was her former chief of staff and а 
loquacious apologist for her, he ended up in 
15th place. In spite of being the biggest cam- 
paign spender, Prospero Pichay ended up mis- 
erably in 16th place. Chavit Singson, the ad- 
ministration's star witness against former Pres- 
ident Joseph Estrada, ended up only one notch 
higher than the kulelat, Jamalul Kiram, among 
the 23 candidates of the two main tickets. 


The gentrification of th 


THE PAPERS REPORT A NEW TREND IN FIL 


al performers.” 

Whether the middle-class exodus is in the 
form of fixed-contract labor (hence the origi- 
nal term "OCW" or overseas contract worker) 
or that of outright immigration and permanent 
relocation, we must look instead at its true 
costs and benefits. 

What can we expect from this new develop- 
ment? On the positive side, maybe the Filipino 
passport will command more respect when we 
travel abroad. I do not in any way cast any 
blame whatsoever on our countrymen who 
have taken low-skilled jobs abroad in order to 
sustain their families back home. They deserve 
‘our support and admiration, and 1 have spoken 
many times, in this space and elsewhere, about 
the redemptive power of their sacrifice. 

Rather | acknowledge as a fact the deplorable 
practice of foreign countries that treat Filipinos 
shabbily. How many times have you seen Filip- 
inas asked to form another line at airport immi- 
gration counters, on the automatic assumption 
that they are suspect as illegal migrants? How 
many times have you been questioned and scru- 
tinized at foreign borders, while all your other 
friends are waved through? Yet read the text of 
your passport: “The Government of the Repub- 
lic of the Philippines requests all concerned to 
permit the bearer, a citizen of the Philippines ... 
to pass safely and freely and ... to give him/her 
all lawful aid and protection.” 

‘One real achievement of affirmative-action 
programs in the United States—those that put a 
“thumb on the scale” to boost opportunities 
mainly for racially disadvantaged groups—is 
that, by enabling more and more African-Amer- 
icans, Latinos and Asians to break social barri- 
ers, they also broke stereotypes. That a dark- 
skinned person is not automatically assumed to 
Бе the janitor; he just might be the professor. 
"That Asians can operate not just laundries and 
grocery stores, but also run banks and corpora- 


The two balimbing, Tessie Aquino-Oreta and 
Tito Sotto, also lost, Tessie placing only one 
notch above Chavit. Sotto, who many believed 
would win, didn't make it, either. Even the 
‘commercials and endorsements of his brethren 
in "Eat Bulaga" were not able to help him. 

Another happy result of the last election is 
that the electorate is already getting wise го 
the actors. All the three actors in the race— 
Sotto, Cesar Montano and Richard Gomez— 
lost. Perhaps Bong Revilla and Lito Lapid are 
the last of them. Lapid, who has never lost an 
election before, finally lost, by a landslide, to 
Mayor Jejomar Binay in Makati. His son and 
fellow actor Mark also lost to a priest in the gu- 
bernatorial race in Pampanga. 

A big question mark is the loss of Ralph Recto. 
Everybody ticked him off as a sure winner. His 
wife Vilma Santos won big as governor of Batan- 
gas, but Ralph only finished 8th in his home 
province. Why? Vilma could pull votes for herself 
bur not for husband Ralph, as the megastar un- 
doubtedly did for husband Kiko? Maybe the E- 
NAT was too heavy a load on Ralph's back. 

More than five years ago, I wrote about 
the plight of then Deputy Customs Commis- 
sioner Emma Rosqueta who was being un- 
justly pushed out of the Bureau of Customs. 
Rosqueta was a career employee of the bu- 
reau. In a career spanning 41 years, she 
started as an examiner and rose to the sec- 
ond highest position in the bureau, that of 
deputy commissioner of the Revenue Col- 
lection and Monitoring Group and deputy 
commissioner for internal administration. 

Оп July 13, 2001, President Arroyo ap- 
pointed a newcomer and outsider, Gil Valera, 
to the position Rosqueta was still occupying, 


Raul C. Pangalangan a ) 


tions, and be doctors, nurses and lawyers. 

That automatic nexus between race and line 
of work, say Indians and 7-Eleven conve- 
nience stores, Chinese and dry-cleaning, Kore- 
ans and fruit stalls—what broke it best? For 
our purposes, what would it take to smash the 
stereotype of the Filipino as a maid? A thou- 
sand pious sermons that we are all equal in the. 
еуез of God? Or a face-to-face encounter with 
a bright Filipino doctor on whom your life de- 
pends? Try telling your surgeon to form anoth- 
er queue because he/she is Filipino. 

The need to break racial stereotypes should 
teach us other lessons as well. One, we must not 
practice racial stereotyping ourselves. We must 
end the Filipino—indeed, Southeast Asian— 
penchant to single out Chinese merchants for 
extortion and the native bureaucracy's willing- 
ness to look the other way. It is particularly em- 
barrassing for the Philippines, almost all of 
whose national heroes are Chinese-Filipinos. 

Two, the educated and sophisticated Fil- 
ipino elite, which loves to distance itself from 
the hoi polloi, must realize that, once abroad, 
they are all in the same dilapidated boat. All of 
them will in various ways feel the brunt of for- 
eigners’ bigotry. Thus, domestically, Filipinos 
Jove to classify themselves according to wealth 
and class, and delight in pecking orders: who 
went to the classiest schools, wear the flashiest 
clothes, drive the fancy cars and other preoccu- 
pations of the Pinoy репу bourgeoisie. Yet, 
‘once they sthnd at immigration counters 

abroad, they suddenly recognize what they all 
have in common: their Philippine passports. 

The downside of the middle-class shift of 
the Pinoy diaspora is more familiar, but iis al 
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despite jurisprudence declaring that “no per- 
son, no matter how qualified and eligible he 


retary Jose Camacho, then Customs Com- 
missioner Titus Villanueva and Valera from 
implementing the appointment, The RTC is- 
sued a permanent injunction. 

The Bureau of Customs went to the Court 
of Appeals to annul the injunction. The court 
issued a 60-day temporary restraining order 
but not an injunction. When the 60 days 
elapsed, the RTC injunction was revived. 

While the TRO was still in force, Villanue- 
va issued an order delegating the functions 
of Rosqueta to Valera. But when the TRO 
lapsed, Villanueva did not revoke the au- 
thority given to Valera. 

Villanueva also humiliated Rosqueta by 
not publishing her photograph along with 
those of other top customs officials in the 
souvenir program and a commemorative 
magazine for the centennial celebration of 
the bureau. The spaces reserved for her 
photo were left blank. The billboard put up 
at the main gate of the bureau also excluded 
Rosqueta but included Valera. 

Rosqueta filed a suit for damages with the 
Quezon City RTC. The RTC dismissed the 
complaint. Rosqueta went to the Court of 
Appeals. 

‘The Court of Appeals ruled in her favor 
and ordered Villanueva to pay her P500,000 
in moral damages, P200,000 in exemplary 
damages and P100,000 in attorney's fees. 
Villanueva said he would file a motion for 
reconsideration. 

The court said there was malicious refusal 
on the part of Villanueva to comply with the 
writof preliminary injunction that was valid, 
binding and subsisting at the time he com- 
mitted the wrongful acts. The law penalizes 
acts which cause injury to another by awards 
for damages, the court said. 


so nothing new. We have feared the brain drain 


cate and then export. 

What we should aim at, rather, is what the In- 
dian techies have done. They went to America, 
thrived in Silicon Valley and returned to invest 
in Bangalore with fresh capital and know-how. 
‘The South Korean and Taiwanese migrant com- 
munities have likewise kept alive their bonds to 
the homeland. The Filipino communities 
abroad must not limit those bonds to regular re- 
mittances to families back home. They must en- 
sure that, 10 or 15 years down the road, a new 
generation of “hyphenated” Filipinos will have 
Knowledge and capital to re-invest. 

Finally, have you ever wondered exactly 
when Filipinos learned to line up at bus stops 
and jeepney stops? When I returned to Manila 
after several years of graduate studies abroad, 1 
noticed this absolutely incredible phenomenon 
of discipline and forbearance. 1 can only sur- 
mise that the practice began from returning 
OFWs who must have told their compatriots 
that people in foreign lands had a civilized way 
to ride buses. The cultural transfer of "best prac- 
tices” from abroad should accelerate with the 
middle-class shift of the Pinoy diaspora. They 
afterall are better equipped to make the most of 
e-mail and the Intemet, with equally voluble 
networks of friends back home. 

The gentrification of the OFW is а sad com- 
mentary on Philippine life, The poor leave for 
lack of money, the wealthy leave for lack of 
hope. But we are not the first, nor are we 
alone, in this tragedy. Other nations—Ireland, 
Italy,’ Poland, even Finland—have gone 
through similar phases, and now thrive and, 
indeed, play host to OFWs. As the old prayer 
goes, we ask for the courage to change the 
things that we can change, the patience to ac- 
cept the things we cannot change, and the wis- 
dom to know the difference. 


Comments to passionforreason@gmail.com 
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THE IMPACT OF THE OVERWHELMING OPPO- 
sition sweep of the Senate election was so shock- 
ing to the Arroyo administration that it took more 
than a week after the 8-2-2 result had firmed up 
to recover from the shock and to concede it had 
lost control of the Senate. 

1f we use a boxing metaphor, the administra- 
tion lay flat on its back on the canvas with arms. 
spread-eagled too long after the referee had 
counted 10. The Commission on Elections on 
Wednesday proclaimed 10 winners—six from the 
Genuine Opposition (GO), two independents and 
two from Team Unity (TU)—with the remaining 
two to be proclaimed after the canvassing of up to 
a million votes from disputed returns coming 
from a handful of Mindanao provinces. The 11th 
and 12th slots are a toss-up among GO's Antonio 
Trillanes and Aquilino Pimentel IIl, who are cur- 
rently occupying the 11th and 12th slots, respec- 

ly and TU's Juan Miguel Zubiri. 

Even assuming the optimistic result of Zubiri 
winning one more seat for the administration, the 
overall landscape nevertheless presents an anni- 
hilation for the government in the Senate and 
finds President Macapagal-Arroyo in her weakest 
position vis-à-vis the Senate since she took office 
six years ago and after two elections, in 2002 
(mid-term) and 2004 (presidential) 

As the Senate balance of forces stood yesterday, 
the opposition had gained a more commanding 
majority of nearly two-thirds of the 24-seat Sen- 
ate. Apart from reelectionist Senators Edgardo An- 
gara and Joker Arroyo, the administration de- 
pends precariously on a block of seven to eight 
senators, including Juan Ponce Enrile, Manuel 
Lapid, Ramon Revilla Jr. and Miriam Defensor- 
Santiago. Angara and Arroyo are by no means to 
be counted as steadfast Arroyo allies. They sur- 
vived the strong opposition tide in the Senate elec- 
tion on the strength of their relatively independent 
legislative records in the Senate and escaped being 
stigmatized as lackeys of the President. 

So, with the new composition of the Senate af- 


(Edited version of a talk delivered at the swear- 
ing-in ceremonies for new midwives held yesterday 
at the Manila Hotel.) 


‘THANK YOU VERY MUCH FOR INVITING ME TO 
address all of you, newly licensed midwives, as 
well as your families, friends and supporters. 
‘Thank you for devoting your precious time at this 
‘momentous occasion in your lives to listen to a 
journalist and a women's advocate. Some of you 
тау have expected to hear from a healthcare pro- 
fessional or an expert in your field of midwifery. I 
hope that what 1 have to say will at least be of 
some inspiration, if not encouragement, to you. 

T once wrote that midwives have often been 
viewed as handmaids to doctors and nurses, not 
quite health professionals and sometimes even 
considered little better than nursemaids. And yet, 
if an honest evaluation of your work and impor- 
tance to society is done, we would all realize that 
midwives play a crucial role in the health-deliv- 
gry system of this country. 

‘Along with barangay health workers, midwives 
form the frontline of the healthcare system. It is you 
who "woman" health centers, who deal first-hand 
‘with mothers and their children, who provide infor- 
mation and services, especially in the care of expec- 
tant mothers and the delivery of babies. 

Indeed, it could be said that you midwives аге 
‘our mothers, mothers of our neighborhoods and 
communities, who look after our children's 
health and welfare, and who monitor and report 
оп the health conditions of neighbors and clients 
to spot a public health problem before it escalates 
into a crisis. 

"Though often unheralded, you midwives play 
а crucial role in the creation and maintenance of 
а healthy society. You serve as a bridge between 
the lowly citizen and the often-impersonal and 
intimidating health system. So take a bow, newly 
minted midwives. You and the work you will be 
doing matter a lot! 
17°S said that the health system in the Philip- 
pines is facing a crisis—if it isn't already in the 
midst ofit. Apart from the lack of funds and re- 


INDEPENDENCE DAY IS JUST AROUND THE 
corner and we will have flags galore again. We 
Just hope that provision is made for taking these 
down on June 13 so that our national symbol їз 
not allowed to deteriorate into rags over the year. 

‘There has been a lot of e-mail response to my col- 
umn on the Flag and Heraldic Code of the Philip- 
pines and I just hope that my annual column on the 
flag each June not only reminds citizens of the his- 
torical and symbolic meaning of the flag but also 
makes readers aware that we do have a Flag Law. 

For a number of years now, I have followed the 
example of former Agriculture Secretary Salvador 
Escudero (now better known as "The Father of 
Chiz Escudero") who carries a handful of flags 
around in his car so that when he travels around 
the city or other parts of the country and spots а 
мот out flag, especially in a government office or 
а police station, he goes down, asks that the old 
flag be brought down and disposed of properly, 
and hands them a new one. I would suggest that 
the flags used during Independence Day be dis- 
tributed to government offices so that at least each 
of them will have a new flag once a year. Maybe we 
could even extend this to cover new flags on Dec. 
30, Rizal Day, so that government buildings, 
schools, етс. will have new flags twice a year. 

‘The Flag Law does not only cover the flag and 
the anthem, it also has provisions on heraldry, 
and the seals used by the state and its branches. 
‘That is worth another column, but the topic is 
best left to Manolo Quezon who has done more 
research on heraldry than me. What amuses me is 
the use of the Great Seal of the Republic by indi- 
viduals who have no right to use it. The same use 
and abuse are made especially of the Seal of the 
President ofthe Philippines that came into public 
consciousness when Erap wore it literally on his 
sleeve, or rather his wristband. The Seal of the 
President is usually seen on cars in an effort to in- 
timidate traffic enforcers, 
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ter May 14, it is there where the battle for pro- 
found policy change of the national agenda for at 
least the remaining three years of the Arroyo 
presidency is going to take place with fiercer in- 
tensity than at any time during the last Congress. 
‘The May election has embedded three military 
representatives in the Senate: reelected Sen. Pan- 
filo Lacson and Gregorio Honasan and newcomer 
Antonio Trillanes—sad to say all alumni of the 
Philippine Military Academy, which since the twi- 
light years of the Marcos dictatorship has been 
the cradle of messianic adventurism and inter- 
vention by the military in Philippine democracy. 

‘Although Lacson was one of the few remaining 
loyalists of deposed President Joseph Estrada (he 
was Estrada's chief of the Philippine National Po- 
lice) when the general staff led by AFP Chief of 
Staff Gen. Angelo Reyes, withdrew support from 
his elected government, Honasan and Trillanes 
represent the pernicious putschist culture of the 
Philippine military alive in our democracy. 

This enlarged pocket of militarist culture in the 
Senate could make it difficult for the Arroyo ad- 
ministration to carry out reforms in the Armed 
Forces to clean up the coup tendencies in the offi 
cer corps and revamp the key commands, which 
have been tagged by international human rights 
organizations as responsible for the death squad 
killings of political activists during the past six 
years. 

Only two days ago, Ms Arroyo began to show 
signs that she had woken up to the annihilation that 
hit her government in the Senate. She gave hints 
she was considering a Cabinet revamp, telling re- 
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sources, the country is also faced with a fast- 
dwindling pool of health professionals. We all 
have heard about the migration of doctors to 
the nursing profession. And we all know that 
the number of doctors and nurses who choose 
to leave the country and work abroad is reach- 
ing unprecedented levels. Unfortunately, join- 
ing them are midwives, many of whom aban- 
don their training and profession altogether to 
work as nursemaids or housemaids. 

Some—or maybe many—of you will doubt- 
less be joining this migratory flock soon. And let 
me say that you are well within your rights to 
seek a better life and а more secure future for 
yourselves and your families. But think a while 
‘about why you chose to be midwives in the first 
place. Part of the appeal of midwifery was doubt- 
less the chance to work directly with mothers 
and their children, to be of service to patients 
who could in time be your neighbors and 
friends. And yet, if you were to leave at once for 
more lucrative options abroad, you would be 
missing this chance to both serve and inspire, to 
practice your profession among people who 
need your energy, skill and heart the most. 

‘Would it be too much to ask that you stay 
around for a few years before you set off for a 
future among foreigners? 

ALLOW me at this point to talk about another ad- 
vocacy with you. But first, let me tell you about a 
documentary 1 just viewed last night that was 
called "Formula for Disaster" Produced by Unicef, 
the documentary details the ways in which milk 
companies routinely violate the Milk Code with 
aggressive marketing practices, including compro- 
mising health workers and midwives by pressuring 


Flag and anthem 


Cars sporting press cards dangling from the 
rear view mirror or signs on windshields that 
read "Doctor on Call" should be stopped, and if 
no journalist or doctor is in the vehicle, they 
should be given a ticket. Frankly, traffic enforcers 
and police don't seem to mind these just as they 
ignore the sirens, blinkers, “wang-wang” and 
whatever contraptions used in private cars posing 
as government or police vehicles. 

Tm starting to rant and rave, so I must stop 
now and just share some e-mail responses on the 
Flag Law, all of which I have forwarded to the Na- 
tional Historical Institute for their information. 

Sony Ng, of the Museum Volunteers of the Philip- 
pines, wondered why we play the national anthem 
at the slightest excuse. She noted that when it is 
played in movie houses, sometimes the anthem is 
not appropriate for what is being screened. Per- 
haps, she said, if we dont hear it as often, its ab- 
sence might make the heart grow fonder. 

‘Another reader, Ren Aguila, wrote: 

“I would agree with your column [May 30, 
2007] concerning the flag and anthem, particu- 
larly the way one treats the national flag. A lot of 
people, even in government, do not know how to 
treat it properly. During the rainstorms of the last 
few days, I saw not a few flagpoles in government 
buildings whose flags weren't lowered at all. In 
fact, common sense, not legislation, should tell us 
that anything left in the rain will get wet and 
shoddy! 

“On the issue of the anthem, I've recently come 


porters, "Tm ready When I'm ready you will know.” 

‘Since the early results formed an imminent op- 
position sweep in the Senate, she was in a state of 
denial and embarked on a series of foreign trips, 
including to Australia, Rome and Portugal, in an 
effort to escape the specter of the political disas- 
ter that foreshadowed difficulties in launching 
new economic and political initiatives in what ap- 
pears to be developing into a lame-duck season 
for her government. Hours before the proclama- 
tion of the top 10 Senate winners, Executive Sec- 
retary Eduardo Ermita indicated that the admin- 
istration had at last recognized that it had been 
mauled badly. He told reporters, “The mandate 
has been given by the people.” 

The problem is what “mandate” and message 
the administration read from the poll results. In 
reading the mandate correctly, it is critically im- 
portant to identify the policy areas which generat- 
ей the issues that created widespread public un- 
rest and translated into votes that inundated the 
TU senatorial candidates. The focus has now 
moved to the areas of the administration and of 
justice and security involving military responsibil 
ty. A revamp in the Department of Justice, espe- 
cially the sacking of Secretary Raul Gonzalez, and 
the Department of National Defense will tell us 
whether the President has learned the lesson of 
May 14 and read the people's mandate correctly. 

The revamp in those key area takes priority 
and her response to calls for reform in those areas 
of policy review will determine political stability 
as the foundation upon which to consolidate the 
economic gains of the past three years. The 
House elections involve another mandate, which 
essentially deals with the issue of another im- 
peachment move against the President. The 
numbers there are the key element of that man- 
date. The administration coalition retained its 
majority dominance in the House, but for policy 
review and redirection, it takes second place to 
the Senate results. The House results require sep- 
arate analysis. 


them to promote infant formula brands and giving 
away material incentives. 

Let me tell you that I was most shocked by health 
workers who could mouth the various brands of in- 
fant formula but hardly spoke of the advantages of 
breast milk, even if they said their main task was to 
promote breast-feeding. Midwives interviewed for 
the documentary said that while the Milk Code does 
not allow them to entertain drug and milk company 
representatives in the health centers, “politeness” 
prevented them from driving them away, so they 
‘would entertain the sales reps briefly and graciously 
accept the freebies they offered. 

Still, “Formula for Disaster” was not all nega- 

tive. It also featured two midwives—one in Cebu, 
the other in Bohol—who believed so strongly in 
the advantages of breast-feeding that they re- 
fused even the most tempting offers from milk 
companies and turned down even the most in- 
nocuous items. 
YOU, better than me, know what the decline in 
breast-feeding in this country means. Just 16 
percent of Filipino children between 4 and 5 
months old are exclusively breast-fed, and as 
опе foreigner commented, this is “one of the 
lowest documented rates in the world." 

The World Health Organization says some 
16,000 babies a year die here as a result of the 
decline in breast-feeding. Many of these deaths 
can be attributed to malnutrition and diarrhea, 
asa consequence of parents diluting the formula 
to make it last longer, using the wrong kind of 
milk, or using unsafe water or contaminated 
bottles and nipples. As midwives, you will see 
with your own eyes the horrific consequences of 
bottle-feeding, including the slow, painful de- 
line of bottle-fed children from chronic illness, 
lethargy and mental retardation. 

But as midwives, too, you are in a powerful 
position to turn this decline around, to stand as 
frontliners against the marketing onslaught of 
multinational milk companies and to stand as 
witness to the joys and benefits of breast-feed- 
ing. I hope you choose the right side—the side of 
life, the side of what is truly best for our babies. 


to the conclusion that preference ought to be giv- 
en to treating the anthem as something played, 
not sung. The Marcha Nacional had no lyrics at 
the time of its composition, and its arrangement 
as prescribed in 1996, for example, is as close as 
опе could get to the original. It is unsingable. And 
probably it should be that way, because we would 
not have things like a Cebuano version of the an- 
them if instrumental versions were used in most 
official events to remind us of the earliest histori- 
cal context in which our anthem existed. 

"Maybe one compromise would be to amend the 
Flag Law so that in regions where a version in an- 
other language exists (much like in Canada), the re- 
sional version (which should be verted by the NHI) 
may be played before the version in the national 
language. Or since the government is so eager for us 
to use English in our educational system and else- 
‘where, we should restore English as the language of 
the anthems lyrics. 1 am sure older generations will 
have fond, or not-so-fond, memories of Land of the 
‘morning... do not want to see in this country the 
sad situation of Singapore. There, the anthem, 
which is only in Malay, cannot be understood by 
people who grew up using English as a medium of 
instruction without a translation! 

“Incidentally, while the instrumental and or- 
chestral versions of the anthem are not commer- 
cially available, the very familiar orchestral ver- 
sion (whose last part one can hear in Francis M's 
classic ‘Mga Kababayan Ko? is available online. I 
recently came across another instrumental ver- 
sion which includes the four ruffies and flourish- 
es for military events. (No guns, though.)" 

‘The issue of the national language we can ad- 
dress in a column for Buwan ng Wika, but it is 
‘quite timely to listen to the current debates in the 
United States on declaring English as their official 
language. 


Comments are welcome at aocampo@ateneo.edut 
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THE RAINS ARE HERE SO, EVER SO CONSCIOUS OF THE 
dangers of mosquitoes, we go out to our gardens to check for 
possible breeding grounds. We look for empty flowerpots, 
‘buckets, cans, even old tires that might have accumulated 
water which is now teeming with squirming mosquito lar- 
vae, draining them and feeling our families are safe. 

Think again. Have you checked inside the house? Do you 
have flowers that 
have been in their 
vases for several 
days now, with un- 
changed water? 

What about those 

bromeliads, мій 

leaves designed by 

nature to keep wa- 

ter? Do you have an aquarium, a fishpond, now without fish 
but still with water? Do you have toilets that are rarely used 
but because you left the seat cover up, its water has now be- 
‘comea sports club for mosquitoes? 

Iwas shocked the other day when my father told me he'd 
found mosquito larvae in his toilet, not in the latrine but, of 
all places, in his water pick set-up. These gadgets have a little 
receptacle where you pour in water which flows into a pick 
to clean the teeth. If you forget to throw out the water after 
use, it attracts mosquitoes. 

Not only that, my father found mosquitoes breeding as 
well in his bedroom, in the drainage slot or filter below the 
taps of the water dispenser! These filters take up the water 
that misses your cup when you're filling it. The water can ac- 
cumulate, and is stagnant, providing a virtual resort pool for 
the mosquitoes. 

Scary, huh? You're surrounded by mosquitoes waiting 
with dengue, malaria. Even the dogs are at risk, from heart- 
worm. 

‘Tapping nature 

We tend to blame nature for many of our health problems, 
from winds (чу, nahanginan”) and the heat to mosquitoes 
and birds (for avian flu) but forget it's what we do to nature 
that either creates health or illness. 

‘There's a whole area of study, sometimes called cultural 
ecology, sometimes ecological anthropology, that looks into 
human interactions with our natural environment, The term 
“cultural ecology" is especially useful, highlighting how our 
interactions with the environment create “culture.” Early hu- 
mans looked for ways to protect themselves from the ele- 
ments, and came up with clothes and shelter, both of which 
are components of culture. (And because humans were 
imaginative, we went beyond function to create aesthetics, 
which is why we have fashions and architecture, and that’s 
still cultural.) 

Nature poses challenges to us, but is also often a source of 
resources and solutions. All over the world, people learned 
to tap all kinds of materials for clothing, from plants as well 
as animals (until furs became politically incorrect). In Min- 
danao, many of our indigenous groups still know how to pro- 
cess tree barks into cloth (as in the T'boli tnalak). Today, we 
still rely pretty much on nature for clothing materials, cotton 
and silk, for example. 

We transform nature each time we tap it, and often 
enough, there will be consequences. Depleted resources 
would be one of the more-dramatic effects, but there are 
many smaller chains of events that we overlook, as 1 have. 
just described with the mosquitoes. 

"We just need to be more aware of how our interactions 
with nature bring both benefits and risks. Pets are a prime ex- 
ample. We domesticated dogs (and they, us) for mutual ben- 
efit, but for most of human history, dogs stayed outside the 
home in most cultures. In the last 50 years or so, for many 
different reasons—companionship, therapy, even as work 
animals such as seeing-eye dogs—more people began to 
bring dogs into the home. That has meant adjusting to new 
problems like fleas and allergies. For the most part, we've 
managed quite well. 1 sometimes wonder if it's the dogs who 
face greater risks, confronted with new problems in a home 
environment. 

Lets not forget, too, the technologies we developed to tap 
into nature more effectively. My father's water pick and wa. 
ter dispenser are examples of ways by which we've tried to 
bring water into our household for specific purposes. In 
modern times, the technologies have allowed more intensive 
ways of exploiting nature, which can mean greater risks and 
problems. 

сї 


In many ways, cultural ecology is a bit like doing forensic 
investigation except that it looks at culture and society for 
“evidence” and answers. Oliver Sacks, the neurologist and 
writes, is an example of someone who understands cultural 
ecology. One of his best-known investigations was into а 
neurological disease in a South Pacific island. Like a detec- 
tive, he looked into every cultural nook and cranny and 
eventually found that the disease was caused by a kind of 
wild root crop they were eating. 

‘As a medical anthropologist, 11ооК into how cultures deal 
with health and illness. Inevitably, cultural ecology comes in- 
to the picture. I include a bit of cultural ecology whenever 1 
can in lectures to health professionals, and I am developing a 
module on the topic for the medical schools at UP and Ate- 
neo (OK, OK, I'll share it, too, with West Visayas State Uni- 
versity апд...) We need to train our health professionals to 
go beyond germs as they try to control diseases. I'm going to. 
give one more example for mosquito-borne diseases. І re- 
member one public health expert telling me years ago that 
he suspected cement hollow blocks to be another breeding 
area for mosquitoes. He's probably right, given how porous 
the blocks are. That's cultural ecology, too. 

The world is finally coming to its cultural ecological sens- 
es. Awareness of human-instigared climate change is the best 
example. Our activities have set off global warming in an un- 
precedented way, and fears of new health problems, includ- 
ing “tropical” diseases emerging in temperate areas. 

‘in a way, diseases and their vectors (like mosquitoes) are 
“smart” because they embed themselves in our culture, in 
our lifeways, which we take for granted. Really now, who but 
the most obsessive-compulsive would have looked at the wa- 
ter dispenser filter for mosquito larvae? 

You, too, can be a cultural ecologist, Think now of all the 
other interactions we have with nature—in nutrition, shel 
ter, clothing, in all kinds of daily activities—and identify the 
benefits they bring as well as the problems. Recruit your kids 
for your own Disease-busting Crime Scene Investigation at 
home and don’t arm them with insecticide to kill the 
mosquitoes. Explain that all you need to do is empty all those 
buckets and cans, clean out the water dispenser, re-stock 
ponds and aquaria with fish. Work with, rather than against, 
nature, 
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Questions for the GSIS 


GSIS PENSIONERS ARE WONDERING WHY, 
despite the numerous letters published in па- 
tional newspapers, Winston Garcia continues 
toturna deaf ear to the clamor for the immedi- 
ate upgrading and release of their pensions. As 
of this writing, there are still pensioners in 
Catanduanes who have not received their 
eCards and, therefore, also their pensions from 
January to May of this year, as well as their 
bonuses and survivors’ benefits. 

Before Garcia became GSIS president, pen- 
sioners would receive, every December, a 10- 
percent increase in their pensions. It seems 
Garcia is more concerned about earning im- 
mense profits from real estate investments 
than with the needs of the sickly, poor and 
aged pensioners. 

"When I went to the GSIS main office to ap- 
ply for my eCard, I saw crowds of old, sickly, 
pale, blind, frail, coughing and disabled pen- 
sioners (some were in wheelchairs accompa- 
nied either by their spouse, or a grandson or a 
household helper) applying for their eCard. To 
my surprise, I met a long-lost friend, On dex- 
trose and in a wheelchair, he was escorted by a 
daughter-nurse and his wife. 1 patted him on 
his knee, called his name and identified myself 
to him, but he could no longer respond. He was 
seriously ill. I came to know he died a few 
weeks later. 

Why must Garcia require elderly pensioners 
to undergo the regular process of applying Юг 
an eCard and thus suffer long hours in crowd- 
ed GSIS offices far away from their homes? 
Under Sec. 15, Rule V of the implementing 
rules and regulations for the Senior Citizens 
Law, private, commercial and government es- 
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ers to enjoy their benefits on time? Almost all 
pensioners are sickly and disabled, and they 
need their pensions as a matter of survival. 
Many of them won't last till the issuance of 
their eCards. In fact, many of them have died 
because they couldn't buy their maintenance 
medicines due to delayed pensions. 

Pensioners find it too complicated to oper- 
ate the ATM. And itis difficult for them to rav- 
el where ATM machines are available. 

In the May 8 issue of the Inquirer, the GSIS 
proudly announced that it has P200 billion in 
its pension fund which it is ready to invest in 
real estate business. Garcia even said that “he 
was not looking at any limits as long as it was 
within the pension fund's capability to pay.” 

The question is, why deprive the pensioners 
of the immediate benefits they can derive from 
their estable funds? Why doesn't Garcia 
recommend the allocation of a small portion of 
the P200-billion pensioners’ investable funds 
for a 10- to 20-percent increase in pensioner's 
pay? If the Social Security System could afford 
to give two 10-percent increases in its pension 
pay in one year, why can’t the GSIS? Why 
doesn’t the President issue an order to this ef- 
fect? 

—MANUEL A. MAGISTRADO, 
Virac, Catanduanes 


Vote-buying also makes elections ‘dirty’ 


IN THE JUNE 5 ISSUE OF THE INQUIRER, 
Daniel Melegrito, in his letter to the editor, 
challenged Bishop Soc Villegas’ claim that the 


ў 2007 elections in Bataan was the “dirtiest” ev- 


Speed up your workflow with Canon 
Laser Shot LBP2900 and LBP3000 printers. 
With superior features like Canon 
Advanced Printing Technology (CAPT), 
High-Smart Compression Architecture 
(Hi-SCoA) and Zero Warm-up Time, you can 
enjoy quality printouts without the delay 
that other conventional laser printers bring. 


ет. Cheating or vote-buying—both are dirty. It 
is true there were clear winners, if it was all a 
matter of counting the votes. What if the votes 
were cast in exchange for P1,500 or more? 
Were those votes not to be considered “dirty”? 

Melegrito should know that Bishop Villegas’ 
pastoral letter—and the letter stressed 
this—was not for or against any group, winner 


or loser, but for the guidance of the flock of be- 
lievers. 

By 6 pm. of May 14, the bishop had already 
inquired from the priests and PPCRV volun- 
teers about the conduct of the election. Based 
on their assessments, he wrote the pastoral let- 
ter, with the priests in assembly. Most of these 
priests have been voters, some as far back as 
1975 

—NISGR. ROMEO T. BANABAN, 
Cathedral Parish of St. Joseph, 
Balanga City 


AHI is not a Dutch company 


THIS HAS REFERENCE TO THE conclude—no existing company 
articles, which appeared in sever- іп the Netherlands by the name of 


Quinen—on ће 


al newspapers—including the In- Amsterdam Holdings Inc. Neither 
controversial is there a Dutch business partner 


Philippine national broadband or Dutch equity in AHI. 


network project, for which a com- 
pany named Amsterdam Holdings "Amsterdam" Holdings Inc. may 
Inc. (AHI) submitted an unsolicit- have created the impression thata 
ed, proposal to the Department of Dutch company is involved in the 
"Transportation and Communica- proposed project. 
tions, which proposal was evalu- 
ated by the National Economic 
and Development Authority. 

lam writing to set the record 
straight: there is—as far as our 
background checks allow us to 


tended to? 


20th-century myth” 


Philippines. 


million people. 


population? 


О 


squatter areas; and 


practically making th 


Manila, there are families “resid- 
ing” literally under the open sky, 
ie sidewalks 


I understand that the name 


—PAULA SCHINDELER, 
second secretary, 
Economicand Cultural Affairs, 
Royal Netherlands Embassy, 
8751 Paseo de Roxas St, 
Makati City 


Urban flooding is unattended to 


SUMMER IS OFFICIALLY OVER. ation plans are needed for com- 
the rainy season is on. While the munities lying in the possible 
rains are supposed to bea welcome paths of lahar flows. 

relief from a scorching summer 
season, they inevitably bring to trying to recover from the destruc- 
mind the perennial problem of tion caused by the typhoons last. 
flooding that hit urban centers like year and to get back to their nor- 
Metro Manila. The floods are said mal lives, they face the same risks 
to be caused primarily by clogged all over again this year. 

drainage systems and improper 
garbage disposal, among other а bigger calamity fund for this 
things. These causes have been year—compared to last years 
identified long before. The ques- measly allocation of 0.1 percent of 
tion is: Why haven't they been at- the national budget—is welcome 


But even as the victims are still 


The government's allocation of 


news. More than the issue of fund- 


With the rainy season upon us, ing, however, there is a need to 
typhoons are not far behind. Ty- come up with a more comprehen- 
phoons cause landslides, flash- sive and long-term disaster man- 
fioods and mudflows, and massive agement program that addresses 
devastation. The damage to prop- the roots of the people's vulnera- 
erty they caused last year was esti- bilities and strengthens the com- 
mated at nearly P20 billion; af- munities’ capacities. 

fected were about 2.3 million fam- 
ilies or 11 million people. 

Inthe Bicol region alone, where апа proven to be an exercise in fu- 
‘Typhoon Reming killed 695 peo- tility in a country known to be one 
ple, left nearly 600 others missing of the most disaster-prone coun- 
and dislocated 500,000 families tries in the world. 
ог at least 2.5 million residents, 
schoolhouses continue to serve as 

N | homes to hundreds of families. 

And to think that the school year 
has started. Also, with Mt. Bulu- 
san in Sorsogon acting up, evacu- 


The knee-jerk "management" 
of disasters has been tried, tested 


—AUNARIO S. LUCERO JR., 

publicinformation 

and advocacy officer, Citizens" 

Disaster Response Center Inc. 
72A Times: 

West Triangle Homes, QC 


Overpopulation is not a myth 


THIS 15 IN REACTION TO THE their homes—the result of over- 
letter titled, “Overpopulation: a population. 


QNoumen, Yes, a large population is a self- 


5/26/07), where Nicolo Е Bernar- sustaining human capital if edu- 
do said that overpopulation is а cated, employed and made pro- 
myth. Maybe in other countries, ductive. The only problem is how 
but definitely not here in the todo this with our people, consid- 


ering that the Philippines is a 


In the latest update (2006), the Third World country. 
Philippines, with a land area of 
only 300,000 sq km, has a popula- Philippine Legislators’ Committee 
tion of more than 89 million, mak- on Population and Development is 
ing it the world’s 12th most popu- family planning, which should al- 
lous country, Italy has almost the low the use of artificial methods of 
same land area, but it has only 58 birth control, which 1 think is а 


The only solution seen by the 


measure urgently needed to con- 


Is it a myth that one of our trol population growth. What is 
country’s main problems is over- lacking in the government's popu- 


lation program is the dissemina- 


Everywhere you go, you cansee tion, countrywide, of proper infor- 


in Metro mation about family planning. 
— GERALD T. MAGNO, 
44 P Narciso St, 
San Juan, Metro Manila 


So The Insuring Public May Know 


Recently, the Philippine non-life insurers have been criticized in the media 
about under payment of 2006 taxes and under capitalization by its own government 
regulator, the Insurance Commission. The industry has resorted to this paid 
advertisement so that the public may know the truth. 


1. 2006 P8B TAX UNDERPAYMENT NEWS NOT TRUE. 


The recent announcement of the Insurance Commission that the insurance industry owed the government 
some P8 billion in unpaid 2006 taxes is erroneous and truly unfair. 

The news erred in that the Insurance Commission's computations did not exclude VAT-exempt 
premiums of medical/PA policies and zero-rated VAT for PEZA locators, but included VAT on accounts 
receivables that are only due when collected in 2007 and income taxes payable in April 2007. 

Without doing any validation with insurance companies, the Insurance Commission summarily issued 
an announcement that unduly prejudiced good corporate taxpayers by labeling an entire industry as tax 
cheats. 

The partial results of an ongoing survey being done among non-life insurers show that paid taxes 
increased from P2.36 billion in 2005 to P2.5 billion in 2006 (documentary stamps tax, VAT, fire service 
tax, local government taxes and income taxes). 

The VAT and DST taxes at 24.5% of premiums are the highest in terms of percentage of non-life 
premiums in all countries in Asia and most countries in thé world. 


2. CAPITALIZATION NEWS PREJUDICIAL TO INSURERS. 


The past year, the Department of Finance, upon the recommendation of the Insurance Commission, 
imposed a higher capitalization requirement on all insurance companies in a bid to lift the industry to the 
level of more developed countries. 

Though it is widely believed that the new requirement was fiscally premature given the size of the 
market and the country's economic realities, still we all are doing our best to comply with the Risk Based 
Capital implementation. 

Notwithstanding, the Insurance Commission jumped the gun and announced the names of 15 companies 
that have allegedly failed to meet the 2006 capitalization level. The announcement was reckless to say the 
least as it included even companies that have capitalization higher than the requirement. These companies 
suffered cancellation of policies and bank accreditation and lost renewal business due to the negative news. 

The Insurance Commission's publication of unverified data again undermined the integrity and 
credibility of the named companies who were compelled to issue press releases just to be vindicated and 
their side heard. The industry suffered peripherally and, somehow, lost credibility with the insuring public. 


3. INSURERS DESERVE DUE PROCESS. 


The Insurance Commission has been issuing many circulars, some of which were without sufficient 
consultation with industry players and without appreciation of market realities. Recently, there was the 
difficult requirement for insurance brokers and agents to secure a P1.5-million guaranty payment bond at 
a prohibitive cost of P40,000 to P50,000 with collateral which is all out of proportion to the P3,600 minimum 
insurance income prescribed in the Insurance Code. The new requirement would result in disenfranchising 
small and provincial agents from turning to the non-life industry for life-giving income. In a country with 
noticeable unemployment and underemployment, this action restricts the nationwide opportunities for job 
creation. 

The recent acts of the Insurance Commission that unduly embarrassed the industry could have been 
avoided had there been open lines of communication between the Commission and industry players. The 
non-life insurance industry has been in existence for over 100 years now and we recognize that change is 
inevitable and it can even redound to the benefit of both the industry and the public when an atmosphere 
of respect, open and constructive dialogue as well as positive action is cultivated. 

We need an Insurance Commission that would guide us in transforming the industry cognizant of the 
need to protect and serve the public, and compliant with the principles of Good Corporate Governance. 

More than anybody else, the Insurance Commission should realize that public credibility is the 
cornerstone of any business and our industry is determined to uphold this even in these extremely trying 
and uncertain times. 


Philippine Insurers and Reinsurers Association, Inc. (PIRA) 
Umbrella organization of 93 non-life insurance companies in the Philippines 
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No verbal clash 
before shooting 
of farmers—TFM 


By Carla P. Gomez 
Inquirer Visayas 


BACOLOD CITY—THE PEASANT GROUP TASK FORCE MAPALAD 
yesterday denied claims that a heated argument between farmer- 
beneficiaries and security guards of Hacienda Velez-Malaga in La 
Castellana, Negros Occidental ensued prior to the shooting Mon- 


day that left two farmers dead and six others wounded. 


ТЕМ president Jose Rodito Angeles, ina press 
statement, said the farmer-beneficiaries, num- 
bering about 100, were working on the 5-hectare 
portion of the hacienda earlier awarded to them 
by the government when three shotgun wielding 
security guards of landowner Roberto Cuenca 
took positions behind trees and started fring at 
them. 

Killed in the shooting were Alejandro Garcesa, 
70, and Ely Tupas, 52. Wounded were Jude Capi- 
tania, 32, Jobert Malayas, 25, Rene Florendia, 
27, Alan Hagocoy, 26, Norberto Diamante, 47, 
and Andre Barcoma, 17. 

‘Angeles said the farmer-beneficiaries were 
caught by surprise, but some of them were able 
to drive away the security guards with rocks and 
slingshots. 

“The police were just saying there was an ar- 
gument between the farmers and the guards to 
hide the fact that they did nothing to prevent the 
shooting. They merely watched. Only after some 
30 minutes, when an angry farmer-beneficiary 
berated them, did they ту to intervene, but even 
then they did not ry to help the injured farmers,” 
he said 

Florenda Hilario, another farmer-beneficiary, 
said that before they entered the 5-hectare por- 
tion—the very site where they were installed by 
Agrarian Reform Secretary Nasser Pangan- 


MAKE AN IMPRESSION, 


EDIFICE 


daman last March 22—they talked to the com- 
manding officer of the Regional Mobile Group 
(RMG) detachment in the hacienda and asked 
for protection. 

Hilario said the RMG detachment was just 
across the road where the guardhouse of the һа- 
депда security men was located. 

She said the RMG commanding officer, Sgt. 
Ricky Padasas, refused to assist because there 
‘was still no word from DAR. 

“We decided to enter our land because we felt 
the DAR was again giving us the run around for 
too long. No heated arguments with Cuencas 
blue guards took place. The guards fired at us 
‘without provocation when we were already on 
the field,” Hilario said. 

She said the shooting, based on the timeline of 
photographs taken of the attack, started at 10:03 
a.m. and lasted for 13 minutes, before the RMG 
tried to intervene. 

She added that a contingent of the Philippine 
Army arrived at around 11:30 a.m. to block the 
group of Cuenca's workers who had massed up 
and threatened to attack the farmer-beneficia- 
ries. 

She said the police had not arrested any of the 
guards involved in the shooting. "The police 
have made some arrests, but they were the 
wrong guys,” she said. 
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Arson seen in burning of ballot 


boxes kept in Mabalacat town hall 


By Tonette Orejas 
Inquirer Central Luzon 


MABALACAT, PAMPANGA—FIRE 
investigators suspected arson in 
the early Thursday morning fire 
here that destroyed 154 of 399 
ballot boxes containing the elec- 
tion materials being contested by 
losing gubernatorial candidate 
Lilia Pineda and her ally, Mabala- 
cat mayoral bet Anthony Dee. 

Senior Supt. Ma. Luisa Hadjula, 
director of the Bureau of Fire Pro- 
tection in Central Luzon said “huge 
amounts of alleged gasoline, sever- 
al plastic containers, boxes of 
matches and coils of mosquito 
killers” had been recovered from 
the burned stock room at the back 
ofthe Mabalacat town hall. 

The items were taken to the 
BFP national office for examina- 
tion and it would take more or 
less two weeks before the results 
‘would be known, she said. 

Hadjula said there were no sus- 
pects yet in the suspected arson. 
The fire started at 3 a.m. and was 
put under control 40 minutes later. 

Lawyer Temie Lambino, supervi- 
sor of the Commission on Elections 
in Pampanga, said all 154 ballot 
boxes containing official ballots and 
election results were destroyed. 

He said the burned ballots rep- 
resented 41 percent of all the offi- 
cial ballots in Mabalacar. 

‘The rest of the ballot boxes were 
"okay" he said, citing the results of 
the inventory that ended at 2 p.m. 

Lambino confirmed Hadjulas 
report about the smell of gasoline 
and the discovery of insect repel- 
lant at the stockroom. 

“Initially, we were told that the 
fire began from the roof," he said. 

He said Comelec Chair Ben- 
jamin Abalos Jr. had approved his 
request to transfer the ballot box- 


THEMOST GUARDED items during the counting of votes in 
Pampanga, ballot boxes, are chained at the provincial canvassing 
venue prior to the proclamation of Fr. Eddie Panlilio as new 
Pampanga governor. TONETTE OREASINQURER CENTHALLUZON 


es to the Pampanga police head- 
quarters at the provincial capitol 
in the City of San Fernando. 

Lambino said the burning may 
have an implication on the elec- 
tion protest filed by Pineda. 

Pineda has sought a revision of 
votes in Magalang, Mabalacat 
and Candaba towns. 

"If Board Member Pineda would 
overrun the results of election from 
the towns of Magalang and Canda- 


ba, it would be useless to open the 
ballot boxes from Mabalacat. If she 
would not overrun the votes of 
‘Among Ed (Governor-elect Fr. Ed- 
die Panlilio), she would have to 
have opened the remaining ballot 
boxes in Mabalacat,” Lambino said 
Panlilio led by 1,147 votes by 
garnering a total of 219,706 
votes over Pineda's 218,559. 
Outgoing Gov. Mark Lapid led 
in Mabalacat by obtaining 21,419 


NEW AIRPORT 


Workers put finishing touches on the newly built Iloilo International Airport which was scheduled for opening 
оп June 13. President Macapagal-Arroyo was expected to be the main guest at the airport opening. 


Aetas resist plan to build 
golf course on their land 


SUBIC BAY FREEPORT—AT LEAST 
69 out of 92 Aeta in Pastolan on the 
Hermosa, Bataan side of this 
freeport have opposed the plan of 
South Korean shipbuilding firm 
Hanjin to construct a golf course 
within their 4,335-hectare ancestral 
domain here. 

"We, holders of Certificate An- 
cestral Domain Title (САРТ) No. 
RO3-HER-0703 ... are strongly 
opposing the golf course plan of 
Hanjin,” the Pastolan Tribe Vil- 
lage Livelihood Association Inc. 
(PTVLAD said in a letter to Ar- 
mand Arreza, administrator of 
the Subic Bay Metropolitan Au- 
thority. 

Опе of their leaders, Bonifacio 
Florentino, told the INQUIRER that 
all their efforts to claim title to 
the domain, install a water sys- 
tem, organize themselves and im- 
prove the area through the assis- 
tance of the World Bank would 
"all go to naught.” 


Struggle 

Anthropologist Rufino Tima, 
former SBMA consultant for trib- 
al concerns, confirmed the assis- 
tance of the World Bank to the 
Pastolan Aeta. 

The Aeta got the CADT in 2002 
after lobbying for it for four years 
since 1998, Florentino said. 

According to him, Hanjin in- 
tends to develop a 500-hectare 


golf course that would encroach 
оп 300 hectares within the do- 
mains Barangay Mabiga portions. 

‘These are near the watershed 
area, he said. 


According to Arreza, the World 
Bank helped in obtaining the 
САРТ, not in protecting the wa- 
tershed. 


No approval 

Hanjin, he said, has consulted 
with the National Commission for 
Indigenous Peoples and with a 
10-person committee that the Ae- 
tahave organized to address their 
concems related to the golf 
course project. 

Arreza said the SBMA has not 
yet approved the golf course pro- 
ject. Consultations, he added, are 
ongoing. 

The Aetas, he went on, should 
settle the conflict among then 
selves. 

A Hanjin document showed 
that the South Korean company 
has proposed to put 10 percent of 
the 50-year lease payment to a 
community development fund, 
which will be used for livelihood, 
health, infrastructure, education 
and other priority projects of a 
tribal council to be created for the 
purpose of the project. 

Hanjin assured it would con- 
duct an environmental impact 
study, involve Aeta in the multi- 
partite monitoring team, provide 
them training and hire those who 
are qualified to work in the pro- 
ject. Tonette Orejas, Inquirer 
Central Luzon 


Farming 

“We don't want a golf course. 
That is not a sustainable project. 
Havinga land and farming it have 
long-term benefits. The next gen- 
eration would not have land any- 
more,” he said. 

‘The association presented an in- 
tegrated development program that 
listed mainly farm-based livelihood 
projects and eco-tourism plans. 

Florentino also said one golf 
course within the domain, locat- 
ed at Віпісісап, was enough. 
This, he said, had already pollut- 
ed the rivers within the domain. 

He accused Hanjin of dividing 
the tribe by dealing with another 
group of Aeta led by a non-Aeta 
village chief. "When the Ameri- 
cans were here, they did not 
bother us," Florentino recalled. 

Interviewed by phone, Arreza 
confirmed Hanjin's plan to build 
the golf course at the base of the 
Mt. Sta. Rita station. 

He described the area as 
"largely grasslands, some timber- 
land without a watershed.” 

Florentino said the Aeta have 
planted vegetable crops and tree 
seedlings in the disputed area. 


votes as against Panlilio's 16,476 
votes and Pineda's 13,491 votes. 

In Magalang, Panlilio, Pineda 
and Lapid got 11,097, 9,428 and 
7,795 votes, respectively. 

In Candaba, Pineda received 
14,730 votes; Lapid, 14,219; and 
Panlilio, 9,233. 

Panlilios counsel, Dante David, 
said he has the original duplicates 
of the certificates of votes and can- 
vass and the minutes of canvass. 

"We are ready to oppose Pine- 
да alleged protest at the Com- 
elec,” David said. 

Pineda could not be reached 
for comments. Her son Dennis, 
mayor of Lubao, told the INQUIRER. 
on Saturday that he suspected 
Lapid and some of his supporters 
to have altered the results. 

Lapid, through his campaign 
manager Fidel Arcenas, denied 
rigging the election. 

Dee also contested the outcome 
of the election in the town when re- 
lected Mayor Marino Morales took 
in a lead of 750 votes, Lambino said. 

lambino said it was municipal 
treasurer Angelito Pelayo, not Com- 
elec municipal supervisor Joselito 
Matias, who has custody of the elec- 
tion materials. Pelayo could not be 
reached for comments. 

Lambino also corrected earlier 
reports by the local treasurer's of- 
fice to the police that the stock- 
room contained more than 700 
ballot boxes. “There are only 399 
boxes," he clarified. 

Reelected Mabalacat Mayor 
Marino Morales denied an initial 
police report which said that he 
ordered the lone guard on duty 
that morning to leave his post. 

He was in Manila when it hap- 
pened, Morales said in a phone 
interview. “I have nothing to do 
with the incident. It is sad that I 
am being blamed,” he said. 


Goby fish 
sends 7 
to hospital 


DAGUPAN CITY—SEVEN PER- 
sons, including a three-year- 
old girl, from a neighborhood 
in Labrador, Pangasinan, were 
rushed to the Regional 1 Medi- 
cal Center here on Wednesday 
for food poisoning after eating 
а fish locally known as 
“bonor.” 

The victims were Ruben 
Cubing, 37, his wife Lina, 30, 
his daughter Rubilyn, 3, his 
mephew, Dexter Santos, 21, 
and neighbors Juan Donge 
nan, 50, and son George, 22, 
and Renilla Santos, 50, all 
from Barangay Lawis in 
Labrador. $ 

The elder Dongonan said he 
and Cubing got the fish 
Wednesday morning from 
their fish nets at a river sepa- 
rating Labrador and Lingayen 
towns and ate them for break- 
fast. 


“Dizzy and numb’ 

“After rwo hours, we felt dizzy 
and numb,” said Dongonan in 
Pangasinan. 

Dr. George Soriano, one of the 
victims’ attending doctors, con- 
firmed that the manifestations 
felt by the victims were consis- 
tent with food poisoning. He said 
the victims were still being ob- 
served. 

"Bonor" (Ыуг' in Tagalog or 
"bunog in Ilocano) contains a 
toxic substance called tetrodo- 
toxin that is also present in the 
puffer fish (locally called 
"botete?, according to local fish- 
ery officials. 


Warned 

The city agriculture office 
here warned the public against 
catching, selling and eating 
bonor after local fishermen 
caught the fish in their fish traps 
lastyear. 

In May last year, three per- 
sons died and 26 others were 
hospitalized after eating goby 
fish in Barangay Capantolan in 
Sual town. Another man from 
Barangay Sabangan here died, 
also after eating the fish last 
year. 

The victims all suffered 
numbness in the tongue, lips 
and limbs 30 minutes to an hour 
aftereatingthefish. — Gabriel 
Cardinoza, Inquirer Northern 
Luzon 
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Isabela folk 


ask: What's real | 


score in polls? 


ROXAS, ISABELA—WHAT'S THE 
real score? Isabelinos want to 
know who really won in the gu- 
bernatorial and vice gubernatori- 
al races in the province. 

Merlinda Тадапаз, municipal 
registrar, said residents have been 
asking her office when the Commis- 
sion on Elections would prodaim 
the winners in the races here. 

Gideon Ventura, а college in- 
structor at the St. Ferdinand Col- 
lege in Ilagan town, said his stu- 
dents were wondering who would 
serve as acting governor since the 
case had not been settled yet. 

“The voters have the right to 
know the proclaimed winners 
soon. The Comelec officials are 
too slow in resolving the case. 
The delay has compromised the 
sovereign will of the voters,” he 
said. 

Melchor ‘Teel, an electrician, 
said solving the election contro- 

' versy would pave the way for eco- 
nomic development of the 
province. 

“I hope that losing candidates 
must learn to accept defeat gra- 
ciously" he said. 

Vice Gov. Ramon Reyes, who 
defeated three-term Mayor Mer- 
cedes Uy, said the election protest 
‘would be over “very soon.” 

He said the alleged ghost 


precinct in Angadanan town cited 
by his opponent had been proven 
untrue as it was clustered into an- 
other precinct, as certified by the 
election officer there. 

Assuming that he would give 
up his votes in the questioned 
precinct, this would not negate 
his 50,000-vote margin over Uy, 
he said. 

Reelectionist Gov. Maria Gra- 
cia Cielo Padaca was willing to al- 
low Reyes to be proclaimed first 
in case the petition by her rival 
Benjamin Dy questioning elec- 
Чоп returns from five Isabela 
towns was not resolved early, the 
vice governor said. 

Latest reports said the Com- 
elec’s second division has ordered 
the municipal board of can- 
vassers in four towns to proceed 
with the canvassing of the re- 
maining questioned election re- 
turns to pave the way for the 
provincial canvassing board to 
proclaim the gubernatorial and 
vice gubernatorial winners. 

The June 4 decision has reject- 
ed руз petition to exclude al- 
leged questionable election re- 
turns from Tumauini, Delfin Al- 
bano, Sto, Tomas and Cordon 
towns. 

‘The order to MBOC, however, 
did not include Ilagan, which has 


109 contested elec- 
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tion returns. 

Padaca earlier 
claimed she won 
over her opponent by 
more than 12,000 
votes. She denied 
Dy's allegations that 
her camp had resort- 
ed to cheating 

Dy said, however, 
that vote manipula- 
tions allegedly by 
Padaca’s allies had 
been "massive" and 
that a failure of elec- 
tions should have 
beendecared. Vil- 
lamor Visaya Jr., In- 
quirer Northern Lu- 
zon 
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Alight house in Burgos, llocos Norte is silhouetted as the sun sets in the town. 
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2 Red groups declare split, cling to name 


By Carla P. Gomez 
Inquirer Visayas 


BACOLOD CITY—TWO FACTIONS 
ofa communist rebel group operat- 
ing in Negros and Panay have for- 
malized their split but have kept on 
using the same name, Rebolus- 
yonaryong Partido ng Mangga- 
gawa-Pllipinas (RPM-P). 

Stephen Paduano, alias Cara- 
pali Lualhati, a leader of one 
faction, said RPM-P members 
held a "congress" somewhere in 
Negros Occidental during the 
weekend and unanimously ap- 
proved the expulsion of Nilo de 
la Cruz as party chair and eight 
other Central Committee mem- 
bers. 

De la Cruz had earlier an- 
nounced the ouster of Paduano as 
head of the group's armed wing, 
Revolutionary Proletarian Army- 
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Alex Boncayao Brigade (RPA- 
АВВ). 

The RPM-P and the RPA-ABB 
were formed by rebels who 
broke away from the main- 
stream Communist Party of the 
Philippines-New People's Army 
in 1997 due to ideological differ- 
ences. They forged a peace 
agreement with the government 
in2001. 


‘Security reasons’ 

Paduano said the RPM-P was 
now chaired by one Fidel Nava 
He refused to give details on Na- 
уаз identity for "security rea- 
sons" 

Paduano said he had re- 
mained party vice chair and na- 
tional commander of the RPA- 
ABB. 

Last week, De la Cruz said Pad- 
wano and two other party lead- 


ers—Veronica Tabara, secretary 
general, and Ariel Sabandar, 
head of the Mindanao com- 
mand—were expelled from the 
movement in April during a party 
plenum. 

But the three countered that 
the majority of рапу members 
had remained with them and that 
the only “legitimate way” to expel 
party leaders is through a party 
congress. 


Congress 

In a statement on Wednesday, 
Paduano said “the whole leader- 
ship of the RPA-ABB" attended 
the RPM-P congress. 

De la Cruz, in a telephone in- 
terview, insisted that only the 
Central Committee could con- 
vene a congress. 

“Аз long as they are using the. 
name of the RPM-B they are sup- 


ti 
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posed to act in accordance with 
the constitution and other es- 
tablished rules in the processes 
of the RPM-P If not, all their ac- 
tions are illegal and fake, and, 
therefore, null and void,” he 
said. 

He said he had remained chair 
ofthe RPM-P 

But Paduano said the major- 
ity of the organization’s mem- 
bers from around the country 
called for the congress and 
sent their elected representa- 
tives to the Negros Occidental 
meeting. They declared а total 
loss of confidence in De la 
Cruz and his associates, he 
said 

Paduano said it was De la Cruz 
who was the fake chairman be- 
cause he was expelled and had a 
very small number of followers 
from Luzon. 
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GUIMARAS 
residents won't let 
the oil spill that 
ruined their 
livelihood keep them. 
down. Last May, they 
held a fish festival to 
dramatize their 
struggle to recover 
from the oil spill's 
effects. амор 
 ALNACENINQUEER VERS 
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foul over link to elections 


By Nestor P. Burgos Jr. 
Inquirer Visayas 


ILOILO CITY—THE HEAD OF THE INTER- 
governmental organization which provides 
compensation to oil spill victims has lament- 
ed allegations that their organization allowed. 
itself to be used by politicians during the elec- 
tion period in the payment of claims for vic- 
tims of the ой spill 

International Oil Pollution Compensation 
(OPC) Fund Director Willem Oosterveen 
said it was unfortunate that the final stages of 
the payment had become the “object of politi- 
cal canvassing.” 

Oosterveen made the statement in a let- 
ter dated May 9 to Hugh Bayley, a member 
of the United Kingdom's House of Com- 
mons. 

Bayley had called the IOPC's attention to 
the alleged irregularities after he received ап 
email from Iloilo Rep. Janette Garin. 

In her e-mail, а copy of. which was fur- 
nished to the Philippine government with 
Oosterveen's letter, Garin alleged that fraudu- 
lent claims were made which had no verifica- 
tion aside from the recommendation of politi- 
cians. 

She identified the politicians as Miag-ao 
town Mayor Gerardo Flores, whom Garin de- 
feated in last month's elections, Dumangas 
Mayor Rolando Distura and provincial board 
member Niel Tupas Jr. 

She also accused IOPC personnel of allow- 
ing the alleged scam to happen because of 
“wanton laziness” in verifying the claims and 
of tolerarine “harharie political eimmiekre" 


Oosterveen refuted Garin's 
tions. 

"Some of my colleagues in the Fund Secre- 
tariat have worked tirelessly to have these 
claims assessed and to make the payments as 
adequately and quickly as possible, even giv- 
ing up their Christmas holidays in order to al- 
leviate the hardship of those most seriously 
affected," he said in his letter 

He said they have по facts to substantiate 
the allegations but would not hesitate to 
stop or suspend the payments if they have. 
proof. 

The IOPC official defended the process in 
the processing and verification of claims of oil 
spill victims which requires the claimants to 
submit a duly filled up claim form signed by 
five officials (barangay captain, local fisheries 
officer, municipal mayor, governor or con- 
gressman). 

“Ies the Fund's view that process adopted 
has worked extremely well, although it was 
recognized at the outset that a small number 
of people who were not bonafide fisherfolk 
might get through the system,” said Ooster- 
veen 

He said they have adopted “flexible ap- 
proach” different from the one they used in 
other oil spill incidents because a very large 
number of fishermen who operate on subsis- 
tence, or semi-commercial basis, could not 
provide documentary evidence to prove their 
losses. 

He admitted the process was “not perfect 
but (was) the most appropriate way of ensur- 
ing that compensation was paid to bonafide 
fisherfolk.” 


allega- 
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GMA: Let's reconcile, move nation forward 


FrompageAl 


impeachment complaints against 
Ms Arroyo as the most notable ac- 
complishments of the House under 
his leadership in the 13% 
Congress. 

The other measures that De Vene- 
cia mentioned were the Bio-Ethanol 
Fuel Act which, he said, has lessened 
the Philippines’ dependence on fossil 
fuels, the antiterrorism law or the 
Human Security Act, and the repeal 
ofthe Death Penalty Law. 

He did not mention the House's 
failure to pass the Cheap Medicines 
ВШ and the Human Rights Compen- 
sation ВШ during its dosing session 
this week, The second bill needed 
only the House's approval to pass 
Congress, be ready for the Presi- 
denes signature and become law. 


‘United behind democracy’ 

“Although only two of her senato- 
rial candidates had made it to the 
Тор 12 so far, Ms Arroyo said she 
believed "the Filipino people have 
united behind democracy.” 

Ina veiled message to the new 
‘Senate that would be dominated by 
her critics, she said: “The campaign 
has had its contentious moments. 
But let us be magnanimous, win or 
lose. The interest of the people dic- 
tates that we must close all chapters 
of sife and recrimination.” 

Ms Arroyo lauded the voters who 
trooped to the polls to cast their bal- 
lots and commended the Commis- 
sion on Elections and its deputized 
agencies for protecting the people's 
right of suffrage. 

"Ош commendations extend 
particularly to our teachers whose 
heroism and dedication are 
renowned in times like this, and the 
‘Armed Forces of the Philippines and 
the Philippine National Police,” she 
said, adding: 

"АШ the institutions that helped 


the people safeguard the vote—reli- 
gious, civic, professional likewise. 
deserve the gratitude of our nation." 

‘She also congratulated the win- 
ners in the elections and those still 
to be proclaimed: “We thank all the 
candidates of whatever party or po- 
litical persuasion who fought hard 
and well to win the vote." 


‘Good to be home" 

The President, who went straight 
to the Batasan complex after arriv- 
ing from a visit to two booming 
business hubs, China, said she feit 
at home in the chamber populated 
by her political allies. 

“We come home straight to 
Congress with a plan to consolidate 
the nation in the post-election peri- 
od,” she said. 

"The overwhelming victory of 
‘our coalition in Congress and in ће 
local governments is a continuing 
mandate of reform, unity, more 
work and less politics, looking for- 
ward and leaving behind the con- 
tentious past.” 

Ms Arroyo said she looked for- 
ward to the continuing support of 
Congress. 

“tis good to be home and among 
allies resolved to work together to 
lift everyone up and make sure no 
one s left behind. Our work must be 
а national enterprise where no one 
loses and everybody wins,” she said. 

Ms Arroyo also heaped praise on 
the House, describing it as “the 
most powerful Philippine legisla- 
ture in terms of numbers, talent 
and, with God's grace, unity" 

“We are confident you will use 
the power bestowed upon you to 
take us a significant step forward 
every дау in the next three years, 
embracing a future of peace, soli 
darity, stability and prosperity Let 
the ideas that this Congress has 
stood for in a century—freedom, 
liberty and equality—light our path 
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forward,” she said. 

She thanked the 13th Congress 
for passing reforms that, she said, 
stabilized the national budget and 
government spending and in- 
creased revenue. 

“The Filipino masses are carving 
the way out of the social margins 
through the vision and will of patri- 
ойс politcal leaders such as the 
leaders in this great hall of 
Congress," the President said. 

"А5 we welcome the 14th 
Congress during this celebration, let 
us write another chapter of our 
proud history—by writing off grid- 
lock, by writing off terror, by writing 
off destitution. It is our season time 
of hope and unity We pray that this 
will be the advent of a new Filipino 
nation in the palm of the Lord.” 


‘Greatest achievement’ 

In his speech, De Venecia said that 
“through the EVAT and the increase 
in specific taxes on alcohol and to- 
‘bacco products, we've been able to 
put our financial house in order” 

"This, I believe, is the greatest 
achievement of this House in this 
13th Congress" he declared. “We 
achieved an economic breakthrough 
by creating new streams of rev- 
enue—while encouraging enhanced 
efficiency in tax collection through 
the Anrition Act and the grant of a 
one-time tax amnesty,” he said. 

De Venecia said the performance 
ofthe chamber was something tobe 
proud of because it passed on third 
reading 1,035 bills. 

"By all indications, this is a 
record harvest of legislation. And of 
these, 109 have become law" he 
said. 


Standing its ground 

He took a swipe at the senators, 
saying 966 bills were pending in the 
Senate and would have to go 
through the legislative process 


again if they were to be refled in 
the next Congress. 

On the political front, De Venecia 
‘said it was to the House's credit that. 
it dismissed the impeachment com- 
plaints against Ms Arroyo, warding 
off attempts “to bring down an ad- 
ministration on insubstantial evi- 
dence.” 

“Again and again, our House 
would be tested in the matter of the. 
Presidenť?s impeachment—on 
whether the charges against her are 
true or not—and each time we 
stood our ground," he said, adding: 

“Twice did we reject the attempt 
to bring down an administration on 
insubstantial evidence based on the 
inflamed emotions of political parti- 
sans and the public's confusion. 

"The doomsayers keep tying to 
bring down government by pictur- 
ing it as an animal to be derided, 
loathed and feared.” 

De Venecia said the House under 
his leadership made sure the Arroyo 
adminisration had the latitude to 
accomplish its tasks as а govem- 
ment and give the people "reason to 
hope.” 

“In this Congress, we did our best 
to rise above the din of debate and 
discussion. We put our heads to- 
gether and came up with solutions 
to give the administration the lee- 
way it needed to do its job well—to 
prevent conflict and crsis—and ul- 
timately to give people reason to 
hope,” he said. 

‘Political openness" 

And, according to De Venecia, 
the House gave those with-serious 
allegations of electoral fraud 
against Ms Arroyo a venue for their 
voice to be heard. 

lr was in 2005 that five House 
committees conducted a joint in- 
quiry on the tapes of purported con- 
versations between Ms Arroyo and 
then Election Commissioner Virgilio 


Garcillano, on alleged fraud in the 
2004 presidential election. 

Said De Venecia: “We granted the 
use of the plenary hall for the hear- 
ings, gave their deliberations full 
media coverage, and even allowed 
the controversial tapes to be 
played—making the issue a land- 
mark event in political openness in 
our legislative history" 

But all was not victory, De Vene- 
da said. The Supreme Courts 
thumbing down of his Charter 
change proposals through a con- 
stituent assembly he said, was a set- 
back to his proposed “roadmap to 
the future” via an alternative to the 
presidential system. 

Nevertheless, he said, “we in this 
House will continue to seek consti- 
tutional remedies for our endemic 
political infirmities—the worst of 
them being the periodic gridlocks 
caused by the rivalries among the 
branches of government.” 

“We believe the lasting remedy 
lies in a shift from the presidential to 
the parliamentary system," he said. 
Praise.. 

The “Centennial Session of 
Congress" drew praise from heads 
and representatives of parliaments 
from Europe, Middle East, Latin 
America and Asia. Each was allot- 
ted about five minutes for individu- 
al messages. 

Indonesian Speaker Agung Lak- 
sono commended the Filipino legis- 
lator? “consistency in fighting for 
peoples democracy and sovereign- 


“Tt is clear that the life of democ- 
racy in the Philippines is one of the 
most vibrant in the Asean region,” 
he said, on top of tough talk on the 
political situation in Burma (Myan- 
mar) and iraq 

Laksono urged Burma’s military 
government to “rerum to the prac- 
tice of democracy” and release 


Isafp chief to CHR: Will attend if I'm available ... 
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Bangit explained that previous 
engagements had required his at- 
tention, which was why, he said, 
һе had sent a lawyer from the 
Isafp to representhim at the hear- 
ings. 
He said he had already met with 
Burgos mother, Edita, and thet he 
had assured her of his office's coop- 
eration in the inquiry. 

But when asked if he would at- 
tend the next CHR hearing, Ban- 
git said: “Iwill ifm available." 


High suspicion 

Even as the CHR was looking 
into the Burgos case, Gilbert Rey 
Cardeño, the chair of the militant 
party-list group Bayan Muna in 
South Cotabato, was taken at 
gunpoint by unidentified men 
late on Wednesday. 

‘According to South Cotabato 
Gov. Daisy Avance-Fuentes, the 
manner of Cardefio's abduction 
showed that it was "not [for] per- 
sonal reasons.” 

“There is high suspicion that 
government troops were behind 
the abduction,” the governor said 
yesterday over Radio Mindanao 
Network in Koronadal City. 


Fuentes said that if the suspi- 
cion would be proven true, “we 
will not tolerate it even if Carde- 
fio belongs to the Left.” 

“They must free Cardeño or 
else the entire province would be- 
come their enemy. We need to 
know who's holding him and 
their location," she said. 

Fuentes also said she was to 
meet with representatives of civil 
society and church groups, as 
well as political parties, so a col- 
lective stand could be taken on 
the issue. 

Cardefio, 27, is also the region- 
al coordinator of Bayan Muna in 
Central Mindanao. 


PNP jacket 

Supt. Roberto Kiunisala, South 
Cotabato police director, told the 
Inquirer that one of Cardefio's ab- 
ductors was wearing “a jacket 
with Philippine National Police 
markings. 

He said the man was described 
as weighing between 70 and 75 
kilos, dark-complexioned, with 
clean-cut straight hair. 

Kiunisala said that an artists 
sketch of the man had been pro- 
duced, and that police had 


launched “a search operation to 
recover Cardefio.” 

This was confirmed in a state- 
ment by Director Geary Barias, 
chief of the PNP Directorate for 
Investigation and Detective Man- 
agement and of PNP Task Force 
Usig, а special unit formed to 
look into the disappearance and 
killing of leftist activists. 

“All police provincial offices in 
Region 12 (Central Mindanao) 
under Chief Supt. Felizardo Sera- 
pio Jr. have been alerted to possi- 
bly intercept the suspected ab- 
ductors and rescue Cardefio,” 
Barias said in the statement is- 
sued in Manila. 

He said that members of the 
South Cotabato police under Kiu- 
nisala were taking part in the 
search, and that the Koronadal 
Police under Supt. Florendo 
Quidilla was conducting “a con- 
tinuous investigation to establish 
the motive" behind the abduc- 
tion. 


EU experts coming 

Caidehos wife, Shella May at- 
tributed her husband's disappear- 
ance to President Macapagal-Ar- 
тоуоз counterinsurgency campaign. 


Ina message to the President, 
Sheila May said: “As a wife and 
mother, how will you feel when 
your husband is taken from 
you? Madam, please stop the 
killing of people who are telling 
the truth and helping other peo- 
ре” 

Other members of Bayan Мила 
and allied groups said they would 
search for Cardeiio in the police 
and military camps in Central 
Mindanao. 

Emily Lopez, secretary gener- 
al of the human rights group 
Karapatan in South Cotabato 
and Sultan Kudarat, said the 
CHR had provided her and her 
colleagues a "pass" for "camp- 
hopping." 

The Moro Islamic Liberation 
Front, through its spokesper- 
son Eid Kabalu, said that "who- 
ever was behind the abduction, 
whether government troops, 
civilians or other groups, we 
are against it and we condemn 
ic" 

“If he has done anything 
wrong, it should be settled in the 
proper court," Kabalu said. 

Cardefio's abduction occurred 
12 days before the scheduled ar- 


rival of experts from the Euro- 
pean Union for a 10-day visit to 
look into the assistance needed 
by the Philippines to resolve the 
political killings and forced disap- 
pearances. 

The team is composed of three. 
officials from the Brussels-based 
European Commission and four 
or five police officers and techni- 
cal and human rights experts 
from EU countries. 


19 in S. Mindanao 

Cardefio's abduction was the 
latest in the wave of attacks 
against leftist activists. 

1n Southern Mindanao alone, 
19 abductions have been record- 
ed since 2001. Government 
agents were found to have been 
involved in a number of the cas- 
в. 

Among thése was the Novem- 
ber 2004 disappearance of Rah- 
man Camili, a member of the par- 
ty-list group Suara Bangsamoro. 
His abductors were later identi- 
fied as operatives of the Military 
Intelligence Group (MIG). 

Days after Camili's disappear- 
ance, Camp Aguinaldo officials 
presented him to reporters as a 


Pinoy delivers Harvard Law graduation speech 
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Oscar Franklin Tan, 27, earned 
the rare honor of delivering the 
commencement address in behalf 
о some 700 American and for- 
eign graduates of the Harvard 
Law School. 

‘Adel Tamano, spokesperson of 
the Genuine Opposition ticket in 
the recent senatorial elections, 
served as commencement speak- 
er at Harvard Law in 2005. 

‘The 2005 law alumnus of the 
University of the Philippines pur- 
sued a master's degree at the ex- 
alted academy in Cambridge, 
Massachusetts. Tan was to deliver 
the commencement address on 
June7. 

Tun is an associate at the An- 
gara, Abello, Concepcion, Regala 
and Cruz law office. His father, Ed- 
mundo L. Tan, is a managing part- 
mer at the Tan Acut & Lopez law 
firm, while his mother, Dr. Jesusa 
Barcelona Tan, is a dermatologist. 

His name was added to the 
growing list of Filipino legal lumi- 
mares who attended Harvard, 
some of whom went on to shape 
the country’s history They in- 
clude former Senators Jovito Sa- 
longa and Rene Saguisag; Sen. 
Juan Ponce Enrile, Representa- 
tives Teddy Boy Locsin and Sonny 
Angara, former Press Secretary 
Ricardo Puno, former Solicitor 


General Estelito Mendoza, for- 
mer Environment Secretary Ful- 
gencio Factoran, Ateneo Law 
Dean Cesar Villanueva, and IN- 
Quinen columnist and former UP 
Law Dean Raul Pangalangan, and 
the latters wife Elizabeth Aguil- 
ing-Pangalangan. 


Crossing cultural barriers. 

Тап said he apparently earned 
the distinction not by academic 
prowess alone. "I feel that I was 
selected to speak because 1 am 
able to touch base with all my 
classmates and cross all cultural 
barriers," Tan said yesterday, in 
reply to e-mailed questions from 
the INQUIRER. 

"This does not just come natu- 
rally when one is in an interna- 
tional community. For example, 
some Europeans can be more ag- 
gressive and direct culturally, 
‘while some Asians can be less di- 
rect and be uncomfortable with 
their English capability” 

“I made it my priority to get to 
know each and every one of my in- 
teresting classmates, and let them 
know I was open to whatever they 
had to say. In this way, I was per- 
ceived as being able to best repre- 
sent the class,” he said. 

“For excellence alone is never 
enough,” he explained, a mind-set 
imprinted on him at Harvard 


where, unlike in Philippine law 
schools, the obsession over good 
grades and bar exam results are 
considered "juvenile" pursuits. 

He recalled that awards were 
recently handed out to American 
law students at Harvard—not for 
academic achievements but for 
public service, like participation 
in legal aid programs. 


Respect for leadership 

"Students here respect not 
grades,” he said, but “leadership,” 
particularly in shaping the school 
journal, the Harvard Law Review. 

US presidential contender 
Barack Obama, for instance, 
caught the attention of the na- 
tional media way back when he 
became the first African-Ameri- 
can president of the HLR. 

Legal writing is one area where 
тал left his biggest mark as a UP 
law student. He racked up 17 
writing prizes, mainly for term 
papers and analyses of Supreme 
Court decisions. 

He went on to chair the presti- 
gious Philippine Law Journal. 


‘Wine in the River’ 

In the draft of his speech sent 
to the Inquirer, Tan delved no 
more into stiff legal discourse but 
rather reveled in the cultural cor- 
nucopia that made up his Har- 


vard batch, where up to 60 na- 
tionalities were represented. The 
speech partly read: 

“A Saudi Arabian reminded me 
that you can fry eggs on a side- 
walk in Riyadh. An Italian gave 
me tips on women because Ital- 
jan men are the world's greatest 
lovers, with the disclaimer that 
their style does not work on 
American women. A Malaysian 
‘was asked to explain the religious 
significance of the color of her hi- 
jab or headscarf. She would an- 
wer: It had to match her blouse. 

"On New Year's Eve, a Belaru- 
sian handed me a glass of vodka, 
but scolded me when I began to 
sip it. Sipping, he emphasized, 
was not the Slavic way. I shared а 
Frenchman's champagne, a Peru- 
vvian's pisco sour, a Costa Rican’s 
pifia colada, a Brazilian's caipirin- 
ha, a Mexicans tequila and a 
Japanese's sake. 

"And apologies to the Ger- 
mans, but I leamed how even 
weak American beer enlivens an 
evening when you drink it with 
the Irish." 


‘Citizens of the world’ 

Tn a piece he titled "Like Wine 
in the River, Like Citizens of the 
World, he asked rhetorically: 
"How do a mere 700 change the 
world, even with overpriced Har- 


vard diplomas?" 

He called on his classmates, 
the "future leaders" of their re- 
spective countries, “to transcend 
our individual nationalities and 
affirm that we are citizens of the 
world.” 

For regardless of race, color or 
creed, he said, “our peers in far- 
away lands face the same frustra- 
tions, the same nation-building 
ordeals, the same sorrows and, 
ultimately, the same shared joys 
and triumphs.” 

Describing himself as a witness 
to two Philippine people power 
revolts, Тап acknowledged 
among his classmates an Afghan 
lawyer chased out of his country 
by the Taliban and a Bhutanese 
princess who “wants to help 
Shape her country's constitution. 
after her father-king voluntarily 
gave up absolute power.” 

He also noted how his Chinese 
classmates have “come to grips” 
with the Tiananmen Square 
crackdown, and how an Iranian, 
upon meeting the speechwriter of 
US President George W. Bush, in- 
troduced himself by saying: “Hil 
Tm from an Axis of Evil country.” 


Securities Law 

After Harvard, he hopes to 
build a career in Securities Law 
and Constitutional Law (the spe- 


ee A: 


democratic movernent leader Aung 
San Suu Kyi. He also condemned 
the "illegal military occupation" of 
Iraq and called for an immediate 
‘withdrawal of foreign troops there. 

Special envoy Liu Minzu, repre- 
senting Wu Bangguo, chair of the 
Standing Committee of the Nation- 
al People's Congress of China, spoke 
of the “good relations” between 
China and the Philippines. 

Also present were leaders of the 
parliaments of Finland, Iran, 
Malaysia, Russia, Mexico and Thai- 
land, and the Inter Parliamentary 
Union and the parliament of Latin 
‘America, 


„And brickbats 

But in De Venecia's own back- 
yard, not everyone was happy with 
the centennial celebration. 

Parofiaque Rep. Roilo Golez ear- 
lier questioned the timing of the fes- 
tivity, raising questions during ple- 
nary over when the Philippine par- 
liament actually began. He asked 
why Congress was celebrating 100 
years when its official seal carried 
the year "1987." 

Golez also inquired if the cele- 
bration had the blessing of the Na. 
tional Historical Institute, consider- 
ing that it appeared to have disre- 
garded the Malolos Congress of 
1898. 

Bayan Muna Rep. Teodoro Casi- 
fio said the House leadership's ref- 
erence to the US-created Philippine 
Assembly of 1907—and not the 
Malolos Congress—was “a testa- 
ment to the colonial mind-set that 
has characterized the institution for 
the last century" 

“From 1907 till this day Congress’ 
role has been to protect narrow for- 
ign and elite interests," Casio said 
in a statement. "It is a House of big 
landlords, warlords, political dynas- 
ties, and politicians under the pay- 
roll of big business interests.” 


suspect in the 2003 Davao bomb- 
ings. 

А court later ordered Camilis 
release for lack of evidence. 

But on Dec. 18, 2006, Camili 
was abducted again. He remains 
missing to this day. 

On Nov 4, 2006, Mary 
Bernadette Solitario and Lourelie 
Naiz were forcibly taken by mem- 
bers of the 27th and 39th Infantry 
Battalions in Barangay Banayal in 
Tulunan, North Cotabato. 

The two women, both commu- 
nity teachers of the Davao City- 
based nongovernment organiza- 
Чоп Disaster Response Center 
Inc. (Ditect), were released a day 
later. 

They said they had been tor- 
tured into confessing they were 
communist rebels 

Raunil Montejo, chair of 
Anakbayan in Davao City, was al- 
so forcibly taken by four masked 
men in Juna Subdivision on 
March 17, 2006. He was released 
after three hours of interrogation. 

With reports from Jeoffrey 
Maite, Jeffrey M. Tupas, 
Aquiles 7. Zonio and Edwin О. 
Fernandes, Inquirer Mindanao; 
Alcuin Papa in Manila 


cializations he took up there), 
Tan said in the e-mailed inter- 
view, adding: 

* hope to be in a position to in- 
fluence our economic institutions’ 
development, and I learned so 
much here about how American 
companies are policed and how in- 
vestor rights are protected. So 
many people agitate for political 
change, but feel that we also need 
highly technical people able to act 
as midwives for the legal institu- 
tions that underpin our economy: 

Filipinos have “a beautiful 
Constitution,” he said, which un- 
fortunately remains barely appre- 
ciated or understood by the com- 
mon citizen. 

“For example, when the Jose 
Pidal scandal broke out, so-called 
legal experts questioned whether 
a ‘right to privacy’ existed in the 
media, even though this is taught 
to UP Law freshmen during their 
first week of class," he said. 

But underlying all these lofty 
plans—now all within his reach, 
thanks to his "overprized Harvard 
diploma'—is a rather humble 
mission for someone who got his 
headstart in lawat a state univer- 
sity like UB 

"Our studies were paid for by 
nameless poor farmers and fish- 
ermen, and I hope to one day pay 
iy dues," Tan said. 
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US awards P460 million to 4 ex-Sayyaf members 


From pagel ofbattle against the Abu Sayyaf. crimes and abuses... We must say deputy chief, said two of the in- spokesperson also known аз “ће Washington has offered a $1 
September last year on Jolo Is- “We got Janjalani and Su- enough is enough,” he added. formers led soldiers to Janjalani's engineer.” million reward for Dulmatin's 
land, and successor, Su- laiman not because of Oplan Ulti- Esperon said the four informers grave in December last year. The Esperon the hunt contin- capture and $1 million for Patek. 
Jaiman who was Killed in Jan. matum but because ofthe help of would be placed under the govem- Abu Sayyaf chieftain was mortal- ued for other Abu Sayyaf com- Kenney appealed to Filipinos 
чагу also on Jolo. the people,” Esperon said іп ref-  ment's witness protection program. ly wounded in a gun battle three manders and two top Indonesian with information about militants 
Tare than 7,000 Filipino soldiers, erence to the military operation Three ofthe informershad opted to months earlier. In January, DNA militants who are wanted for to come forward. 
tasted by US miltary surveilance launched last year on the strife- Бе relocated outside the tiny island tests conducted by the US gov. their alleged role in the 2002 — These people remain as ser 
and other noncombatant asistance, torn island of Jolo, the bastion of of Jolo for safety reasons. ‘ernment confirmed that the de- nightclub bombings that killed ous threats to each and every one 
fave been waging an offensive od the Abu Sayyaf bandits who have "Опе of them was brave composing remains in the grave 202 people on Indonesia's Baliis- of us,” she said on local radio. 
Jolo since August last year. been linked to the al-Qaida ter- enough to stay behind with his were those of Janjalani. land. “Help us in neutralizing them be- 
During the ceremony, however, rorist network. family but we're committed to 2: Dulmatin and Umar Patek аге fore they can inflict harm on us." 
Armed Forces Chief of Staff Gen. я provide him adequate security,” Hunt continues key operatives of the Jemaah Is- With reports from Cynthia Р. 
Hermogenes Esperon said it маз Witness protection program ће told reporters. The two other informers lamiyah, which aims to set up an Balana in Manila; Edwin O. Fer- 
thesupport given bythe peopleto “We can see thatthe local peo- Brig. Gen. Juancho Sabban, helped troops track down Su- Islamic state across large parts of nandez, Inquirer Mindanao; 
the ARP euer hed tamed the tide ple are fed up with violence, Western Mindanao Command laiman, the Abu Sayyaf Southeast Asia. AP; AFP; and Reuters 


Palace cancels bid results for P1.3B in textbooks 


From page Al Quen, supported by testimonial ding last May 28 for the printing Со, academic supervisor of the lit- as a “crisis manager.” “Subjectivity comes in, What 
have a legal basis,” he said, call- evidence, pointed to the existence of English, Science and Mathe- te-knowm Marian School. “There are certain things that are we did was to separate the pro- 
ing on disgruntled textbook sup- of the cartel at the DepEd which matics textbooks for elementary Ви Lapus said Vibal had al- impossible to change. What is im- cesses of first, content evaluation, 
pliers and printers to come out in had allegedly cornered the lions and secondary students. ready issued errata inserted in portant is we're attempting to rock then second, printing and deliv- 
the open and lodge formal com- share of the textbook contracts Roque, a lawyer for Kolonwel, each of the affected textbooks, the boat. We are trying a new sys- ery,” he said. He pointed out that 
plaints. since the Estrada administration. а relatively new textbook suppli- and that after an evaluation, “we tem. 1 can only improve the sys- һе had also included the delivery 
Lapus lamented that too much But technocrats whojoinedthe er, said he was dismayed that de- found not so many factual er- tem,” said Lapus. aspect because most of the text- 
focushad been giventothe DepEd Arroyo administration before it spite a pending issue before the rors,” which “did not warrant a Ё books end up rotting in warehous- 
‘when “operators are ай the same маз wracked by dissension in the Supreme Court questioning the recall of textbooks.” More committees ез because of lack of an effective 
in all government procurements. aftermath of the "Hello Garci” “virtual monopoly of the Vibal "Е we keep on delaying the Lapus then enumerated that re- delivery system in the past. 
Maybe the DepEd is their favorite controversy had in fact succeeded Group” in winning another World publication of textbooks, millions forms he had instituted inthe pro- p. ; 
punching bag because Ёз зо huge. in restricting the activities of the Bank-funded textbook project of kids will suffer. As long as the curement side such as identifying Big improvements 
TF you really want to look at the purported cartel, according to last year, it was Vibal that was price is good, quality is good, on- the “areas of weakness,” separa Lapus said the universel pro- 
imperfections, you'llneverrun out опе former DepEd official who again declared the winner. ly а few errors, we can tolerate ing the bidding process for соп. curement under the World Bank 
of them ... in the biggest depart- spoke on condition of anonymity. “It’s as if only Vibal is qualified that. But we will review if the tent evaluation, and printing and also led to big improvements in 
ment in government.’ ‘This official said that the World хо supply these World Bank-fund- mistake is perennial,” Lapussaid. delivery creating three bids and the system—the prices of text- 
1ариз was reacting to the al- Bank had resolved the conflict of ed textbooks,” said Roque in a ^ awards committees, thus erasing books went down by 50 percent 
leged anomalous bidding process interest issue by pointingoutthat phone interview. Rocking the boat the monopoly of one committee, while the quality of the paper im- 
Һе P800-million loan fromthe while there were interlocking “This is alarming because we Lapus said the “present dispensa- and multilevel evaluation ofthe fi- proved. 
World Bank for the publication of companies involved they were aresupposed to offer the students боп is making improvements, but is nal copies of textbooks. "So theoretically, there's a big 
175 million textbooks and teach- bidding on different sets of text-notonly the best buys butalsothe faced with constraints" In the past, he said the bidding improvement. In any procure- 
ingmanualsforpublicelementary  books—for example, one for ele- best textbooks, and yet despite "Ме lack the flexibility inher- ма “lump sum," so that only bid- ment, your main concern is price, 
andhighschools that were intend- mentary and the other for sec- everything that has been brought ent in the private sector, such as ders which passed the content quality and delivery in any gener- 
ed to be used last school year. ondary texts—and that there was out—from errors in these text- the powertoeasilyfireerringem- evaluation and also showed capac- al procurement, he said, believ- 
losing bidders charged that по collusion on pricing and other books to possible violations of ployees,” said Lapus, known in ity to print and deliver textbooks ing that multilayered, bidding 
the bidding process was rigged standards among the bidders. law—(DepEd) insists only on one the private and political spheres could win biddings. “widened the playing field bid.” 
and that there was questionable ‘The official also pointed out client,” he said. “One wonders 
intervention by the World Bankto that for several years before the what kind of influence Vibal has . 
resolve issues that included con- 2005 dissension hit the Arroyo over DepEd and why” said Т tb k th 
fict of imerest among the major Cabine over charges that the Roque extbook authors іп awe ... 
bidders and several of their President stole the 2004 election, Тһе INQUIRER attempted but 
“dummy” companies. the procurement process had could not get immediate com- Берат teachers and professors of фе the old society which was full of 
Contracts were eventually been aboveboard. nez bon VENE order to make martial law appear University of the Philippines anomalies, evil, chaos, lack of dis- 
иа ра кй шылаш. lapus told the Ivgumen that he Lapus said he would study the benign and benevolent, students (Manila and Diliman), should be cipline, low morality in the area 
among others, despite a pending could notjustban the Vibal group legality of the allegations against Will get the misimpression that its the first to know what dubious of yek mim эрй dags 
petition in the Supreme Court outright from participating in the Vibal. imposition was, after all, justified “legacies” Marcos left us. ment between the militant citi- 
lodged by two bidders that felt they May 28 bidding without a ruling , А and necessary Ву glorifying and Тег pronouncements—such zenry and the military- 
had been cheated. bya competent authority. ‘Sure-footed extolling Marcos spectacular aspi- as "Macapagal never won asain ii. With color of truth 
» $ "Youknow,peoplewillnottake ations, the authors completely dis- when he ran for president. He Lies with color of trutl 
Delays in procurement ‘Virtual monopoly’ things sitting down. They willgo regarded his legacy of penumbral failed to solve the problemsofthe © Summary of Lesson 22: 
Because of the lawsuits, only According to lawyer Harry to court. We have to be sure-foot- accomplishments and aborted in- Philippines so Marcos won as Marcos wanted to change the old 
9 million textbookSand teach- Roque, instead of being banned ed when we do that,” he said. tentions. This is color blindness ar president. He inherited the prob- society which was full of anoma- 
ing-manuals worth more than for failure to rectify the errors in In the past, Vibal had published #5 worst. lem of lack of land from Macapa- lies, evil, chaos, Jack of discipline, 
P500 million for Grades 1 to 5 the previous textbooks it had textbooks replete with “major his- ‘There is something grievously gal” and “The foreign debt of the low morality in the area of public 
were published and distributed printed, the Vibal Group—Vibal torical, technical, substantive, Wrong with a Philippine history Philippines ballooned because service and disagreement be- 
for use this school year. Publishing House and ks sister grammatical епо and discrepan textbook that has just 11 lines Marcos guaranteed the loans of tween the militant citizenry and 
Doce obtained by the ln- companier-again won the bid. Чез” according to Antonio Calpjo 80000 our national hero Jose his businessmen-friends and al- the military 
Rizal and four pages lies. When they went bankrupt Statements such as these—lies 
==” ма about Bonifacio and and were unable to рау, their that have the color of 
the Katipunan but debtswere transferred wothegov- truth—close the students’ minds 
has 48 pages—al- emment—show where their to the reality that there's a world 
most one-fourth of hearts lie, what their true colors of difference between what peo- 
the entire 220-page аге. ple think and what they actually 
book—about Маг Textbook authors should never do. Deed and desire are as sun- 
cos. inject their opinions or view- dered as eastand west. 

The discussion on points into what they write be- While Marcos may for a time 
the tenure of five cause these influence, condition harbored the purest of intentions 
presidents бот and brainwash children's minds, (an impossibility when one is 
Manuel Roxas molding these according to their "dancing in the glow of power"), 
(1946) to Diosdado creators’ designs, which may not the scorecard of history has al- 
Macapagal be right, true or good. By adher- ready shown these meditations to 
(1965)—a period of ing too rigidly to the principles of be nothing more than broken 
19 years—was com- de mortuis nil nisi bonum, the vows, shattered promises. 
pressed into eight writers have reduced themselves Historical distortions and mis- 
pages, while the 21 to being true-blue, dyed-in-the- representations pose a clear and 
years from Согу wool apologists for Marcos who, present danger to schoolchildren 
Aquino's installation though long dead, continue to because they mislead and mised- 
in 1986 uptothepre- haunt our nation with the ghosts ucate. Children fed and brought 
sent was given 10 ofhis past deeds, both committed up on a constant diet of “false” 
pages. and omitted. history, like the Lotus-eaters of 

The story of the long old, forget. They miss out on the 
and bloody struggle for Examples lessons which history is supposed 
freedom from colonial While the book mentioned to be teaching them. 
bondage, beginning some negative aspects of Marcos’ When you prevent children 
with the Reform Move- reign, the following passages from looking at history impartial- 
ment and ending with which highlight its supposed ly and objectively, you tamper 
the declaration of inde- "positive" points and stand outas with their sense of values, ethics 
pendence on June 12, exemplars of historical misrepre- and morality, and muddle their 
1898, was given only sentation and distortion: notion of what is right and 
eight pages, while the ө In the beginning, Marcos’ wrong, good and evil. This is mis- 
“Programs of the Gov- intention for the Philippines was education of the most extreme 
emment during Mar- noble, He wanted tohelp the peo- sort. 
tial Law” was accorded ple. His wish was to uplift the Soon, these children will be 
a whole chapter of poor from poverty. He also want- committing the exact same mis- 
‘eight pages. Is the sec- ed to face and give solutions to takes their parents did, inflicting 
‘ond topic more impor- the problems which then beset chaos and mayhem upon their 
tantthanthefirs? е government. He wished the own children. And then the skies 

Featured on Page country total peace. will turn dour and thick black 
192isthebook"Tad. © At the beginning of martial rain will fall yet again on roofs 
hana,” supposedly law, Marcos manifested the desire both tine and tile. 
written by Marcos, tocaryoutreforms. Accordingto Because of ош text- 
yet you cannot find him, he wanted a new society. books—shot through with errors, 
any picture of any of The Cultural Center of the distortions, falsehoods апа 
the books written by Philippines, Manila Film Center, lies—our children are brought 
Rizal anywhere in Folk Arts Theater, National Arts closer and closer to the edge of 
this so-called Philip. Center School for the Arts, Lung the precipice. On that field now 
pine history text- Center and the Nutrition Center overgrown with cogon and ta- 
book. of the Philippines were all built lah, they will not find Holden 

during martial law. Caulfield, for he is long dead and 
Rizal, 6; Marcos, 136 After establishing the New forgotten. 

What subliminal Society, Marcos channeled gov- Тһезе children of a lesser god 
message has been ernment resources toward devel- аге now there, held upon the 
sent? ThenameRizal oping nationalism among the drop only by the blue bird of 
appeared just six people, national identity, nation- hope. At the bottom of the abyss, 
times in the entire al unity, democracy and social the maws of mediocrity, igno- 
book, compared to justice. In this way, there willbea rance, stupidity, grinding creep- 
the 136 times the society wherein citizens are pro- ing poverty and utter, utter hope- 
Marcos name did. people, pro-God and pro-country. lessness await their fall, ready to 

^ " T Who will the stu- * Introduction to Lesson 22 devour them. 
The Nation's No. 1 Newspaper is proud to be the Philippine rop- ens chink did more (Programs of Government during | Thewririsacudemic supervi- 
lo. 1 international advertising festival for our country? Martial Law): Marcos announced зог of Marian School of Quezon 

The writers, all that it was his desire to change City) 
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Bayan Muna et al. 
file 2 more cases | - ыы 
of poll sabotage 


By Jerome Aning 


MILITANT PARTY-LIST GROUPS BAYAN MU- 
na, Kabataan; Anakpawis, Gabriela and Suara 
Bangsamoro filed on Wednesday two more 
cases of electoral sabotage against the provin- 
cial canvassers of Kalinga and Zamboanga del 
Sur, who were allegedly involved in vote- 
padding and -shaving. 

Electoral sabotage is a new election offense 
defined by Section 42 of Republic Act No. 
9369 and Section 58 of Resolution No. 7859 
‘of the Commission on Elections. 

Under RA No. 9369, electoral sabotage in- 
cludes acts committed by canvassers who 
tamper, increase or decrease the votes re- 
ceived by a candidate in any election. The 
penalty is life imprisonment. 

‘The complainants detailed cases of vote- 
padding in several towns, which they said were 
made by adding extra digits to the number of 
votes, thus increasing the actual voter turnout. 

For Kalinga, the members of the Provincial 
Boards of Canvassers (PBOC) who were 
charged were Ricardo Lampac, chair; Bar- 
tolome Gamonnac, vice chair; and Cesar 
‘Adaoag, secretary. 

Bayan Muna counsel Neri Colmenares ac- 
cused Lampac of tampering with the Certifi- 
cate of Canvass (CoC) that shaved the votes of 
Bayan Muna, Anakpawis, Gabriela and Ka- 
bataan in Kalinga. 

їп the provincial CoC, Bayan Muna got 
4,310, Anakpawis 1805, Kabataan 2,331 and 
Gabriela 2,571 votes in the entire Kalinga. 

But in the CoC for Tabuk, Bayan Muna got 
9,272, Anakpawis 1,078, Kabataan 2,824, 
and Gabriela 4,973 votes, respectively. 


Disappearance 

‘The complaint also noted that Lampac dis- 
appeared for unexplained reasons and that it 
took five days for the CoC to be delivered to 
the Comelec sitting as the National Board of 
Canvassers. 

Tn the other complaint, Zamboanga PBOC 
chair Ignacio Baya, vice chair Victoriano Gonza- 
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ga and secretary Visminda Serrato, as well аз 
tabulators Cleofela Rapisura and Wilfred Pulido 
жеге charged with violating the same laws for 
vote-padding in practically the whole province. 

Anakpawis counsel Jobert Pahilga said that 
in the municipalities of Molave, Тапа, Mid- 
salip, Josefina, Lapuyan, and Ramon 
“Magsaysay, the votes of party-list groups Aan- 
gat Tayo, Ahonbayan, ARC, Amin, АШ, A- 
Smile, Buhay, Coop-Natco, Kakusa and Uni- 
Mad were padded. 

‘The provincial CoC and Statement of Votes 
(SoV), when compared with the municipal 
CoC of each and every municipality, showed а 
discrepancy of 180,644 votes. 


“Will of the people’ 

Pahilga said Bayan Muna votes were actu- 
ally padded by about 4,000 in Zamboanga del 
Sur but the complainants still pursued the 
case “to punish those who sabotage the will of 
the people.” 

The complainants, in their joint statement, 
said the respondents had the duty not to alter 
the SoVs without following the procedure 
outlined by law or Comelec rules. 

“They are responsible for ensuring that 
these SOVs are not tampered with by others,” 
they said. 

‘They said that only members of the canvass 
committee and its tabulators or members of 
the PBOCs could have been responsible for 
the tampering of votes in the SoV of each mu- 
nicipality because the SoV could have only 
been tampered with when it was under their 
custody. 

‘The militant party-list groups filed a simi- 
lar case against the Zamboanga Sibugay 
PBOC and the Caloocan City BOC late last 
month. 

Colmenares and Pahilga said the padding 
of votes increased the threshold 2-percent 
of the votes for the party-list system, mak- 
ing it difficult for the party-list groups, espe- 
cially the smaller ones such as Suara and 
Kabataan, to get a seat in the House of Rep- 
resentatives. 
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The CCAP Call Center Conference & Expo is back, and it's bigger than ever! Now on our third run, the two-day flagship @ 
event of the Contact Center Association of the Philippines is the annual gathering of the industry's biggest contact centers. Mi 


This year’s highlights 
© Philippine Call Center Roadmap 2010 
2 Response to the Roadmap from the Government, Education, Real Estate, and ICT Sectors 
> Panel discussion of top Call Center Executives 
2 Conference Tracks: Operations, People, Solutions, Career Development, and Captives 
2 Debate: Long-term career or dead-end job? 
2 Special interest group (SIG) sessions for HR managers, workforce managers, QA managers, IT managers, and facilities managers. 
WHO SHOULD ATTEND 
S Car Center Professionals. Э Customer Service Heads 
3 ce0.cio,con.cto 2 HR Managers 
S Sie Directors 3 Business Development Managers 
S Telomarteting Managers Э IT Managers 
З Operations Managers — Ə Suppor Industrias 


AREAL RETURN ON INVESTMENT 
2 Get a more in-depth understanding of call center operations 
2 Learn best practices from successful call centers 

2 Gel updated with the newest products and technologies 

2 Network with your peers and vendors 
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‘Back to zero’ for Marcos victims 
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By Norman Bordadora 


THE LONG WAIT FOR THE P10 
billion in compensation for the 
victims of human rights viola- 
tions during the Marcos dictator- 
ship just got longer after the 13th 
Congress failed to pass the Hu- 
man Rights Compensation Act 


during its last three session days. 

The House of Representatives only needed 
to ratify the bicameral conference committee 
report for the bill to pass and be ready for 
President Macapagal-Arroyo's signature. 

‘The Senate ratified the bicam report before 
the elections, while the House leadership said 
the lower chamber would ratify the report in 
June. The House did not live up to its end of 
the bargain, however. 

“1 filed the compensation bill when I first 
came here in the 11th Congress. This is the far- 
thest it has gone. (It's) on third reading, with 
only House approval needed for it to pass,” Ak- 
bayan Rep. Loretta Ann Rosales said. 


Back to zero 

“Now, we're back to zero,” she said, 

(The President) certified the bill as urgent as 
early as 2004,” Rosales said. "To say it was certi 
fied as urgent in the 14th Congress is downright 
stupid. They (congressmen) are making fools of 
the people. If its certified as urgent in the next 
Congress, it means you're call isto refile the bill.” 

Speaker Jose de Venecia on Wednesday 
said the bill would be the subject of a caucus. 

Asked if it would be passed, De Venecia 
said: "I hope so." 

But House Majority Leader Prospero No- 
grales doubted the bill would be passed be- 
fore yesterday's session. 

“Seriously, I don't think it will pass,” No- 
grales said, refusing to elaborate. 


Invisible lobby 

Rosales and Makati Rep. Teodoro Locsin Jr. 
said there appeared to be an “invisible” lobby 
being conducted by government security 
forces against the bill 

Rosales quoted а ranking House leader as 
saying the executive branch did not want the 
bill passed. She identified the House official 
but asked that his name be withheld. 

“He said his hands were tied,” she said. 


Old communists 

Rosales said she was told certain sectors in 
the executive branch were apprehensive about 
some ofthe funds going to communists. 

“So what if they are communists? They 
would be old communists, anyway. Besides, 
they were really victims of human rights [vio- 
lations],” Rosales said. 

She said the executive branch's misgivings 
included the composition of the compensa- 
tion board that would decide who should re- 
ceive restitution and how much. 

“Of course, we made it as independent of 
political control as possible for it to have in- 
tegrity,” she said. 

Rosales said the administration also feared 
the bill would seta precedent. 

“They are afraid a similar fund will have to 
be set aside for human rights victims under 
the Arroyo administration,” she said. 

Rosales said she went to see De Venecia to 
discuss the bill after the elections. 

“Не assured me it would be passed. [But] 
when the session resumed, he would no 
longer talk to me,” she said. 


‘Don’t rock the boat’ 

Before Congress went on recess ahead of 
the elections, Rosales raised the issue in the 
House and in the media, 

"(The unnamed House leader) told me: ‘Do 
not rock the boat, Etta. We will pass the com- 
pensation bill,” Rosales said. 

*So kept my peace and waited until after 
the elections. Now this happened,” she said, 

Locsin, in a privilege speech on Monday, 
said there were reports the National Security 
Council “or the military” had opposed the bill. 

"During the plenary deliberations, no one ap- 
peared to comment on or oppose the bill for ei- 
ther the military or the Palace and the same [went 
for] the bicameral conference,” Locsin said. 

“After the Senate ratified the bicam report, 
the NSC informed the chamber it was uncom- 
fortable with the bill, to wit: That most of the 


only ones who fought the Marcos dictatorship 
effectively,” he said. 
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Grand Mosque in Baclaran left untouched 


By Julie M. Aurelio 


TWO DAYS AFTER VOWING TO DIE 
fighting for their mosque, Muslims in. 
the Baclaran reclamation area finally 
leta demolition team tear down their 
shanties yesterday. 

The team, however, spared the 
‘community's Grand Mosque, which 


Text us your feedback: inqui 


Demolition in Muslim commun 


residents vowed to defend, as a relo- 
cation site for the structure had yet to 
be identified. 

More than 300 makeshift homes 
оп Roxas Boulevard were demolished 
by the team from the Philippine 
Reclamation Authority (PRA) 

“The Grand Mosque will not be in- 
cluded in the dismantling until a relo- 


cation site is found,” said Amoraan 
Anduga, director of the Office of the 
President for External Affairs. He 
asked the residents not to go against 
the demolition. 

‘Anduga said they were considering 
the Nayong Pilipino as a possible relo- 
cation site for the mosque. 


Enjoy the Best First Class Service 
in the World 


DEMOLITION/A26 team began dismantling their homes. 
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na. 
Castaíieda's lawyer denies 
asking Jimenez for $10M 


By Julie M. Aurelio 
and Kristine L. Alave 


reconcile. — Demetrio said 
Jimenez asked for her help in 
seeking a reconciliation with his. 
wife since she was a mutual 
friend of the couple. 

In denying Demetriou’s allega- 
tion, Kapunan said, "I was deliber- 
ately misquoted. I said, for any set- 


was the amount her client wanted. 
before reconciling with Mr. Jime- 
nez. I said, P10 million?” She clari- 
fied, No, its $10 million,” Demetri- 
ou told a press conference. 

She said Jimenez called her on 
May 29 to ask her to mediate in 
the ongoing reconciliation talks. 


THE LAWYER OF CAROL CASTA- 
fieda denied yesterday reports that 
she was trying to extort $10 million 
from former congressman Mark 
Jimenez for the reconciliation of the 


‘estranged spouses. ‘Ina text message to the Ingum- dement, the protection order of the 
ОБ жав пос extorting mon- п, Castañeda’s lawyer said, “Har- court must be respected. MJ must 
ey from Mr. Jimenez. Iwas delib- rietDemetriou misrepresented to give Carol and het children finan- 
Stately. misquoted,” Loma Ka- me that she was close to both МЈ cid support The $10 million was 
punan said, referring to former and Carol. Carol denies that Har- an estimate I gave, not Carol.” 
justice Harriet Demetriou’s claim негіз her friend.” Castañeda filed with the Depart- 


that Castafieda's lawyer tried to 
get the sum. 

Virgilio Crespo, Jimenez’s son by 
his first wife, also denied yesterday 
that his stepmother was asking for 
$10 million in settlement, 

On Wednesday afternoon, 
Demetriou said she witnessed Ka- 
punan asking Jimenez for the 
amount, as part of the terms of 
reconciliation. 

“Atty: Lorna Kapunan told me it 


Demolition in Muslim community 


the reclaimed land. 

But the group said it would 
agree to move out of the area ifthe 
government could provide a suit- 
able relocation site for the more 
than 300 families living in the 
area. The families were offered 
30,000 to P100,000 to help them 
getsettled in the new site. 

"Thats the problem, because 
the team is demolishing the stru 
tures while there is no relocation 
site for the families yet. The resi- 
dents are still there. What about 
families who have no place to 
stay?” said Anduga. 

He added that the Office of 
Muslim Affairs and the Saudi Ara- 
bian Embassy had written the Of- 
fice of the President asking that 
“the sanctity of the Grand 
Mosque be preserved." 

"As of now, we still don't know 
where the mosque will be relocat- 
ed,” Anduga said. 


Crespo also denied Demetri- 
ows claim. Не said Castañeda 
had never been in contact with 
Jimenez, whose real name is 
Mark Crespo. 

"Nobody in the family has heard. 
anything about i,” he said, adding 
it was Jimenezs camp who raised 
the idea of a settlement. 

Kapunan said she made a mis- 
take in trusting Demetriou, who 
claimed she wanted the parties to 


ment of Justice kidnapping, serious 
illegal detention and grave coercion 
charges against her husband, weeks 
after she was removed from a drug 
rehabilitation facility. 

Jimenezs lawyer, Frank 
Chavez, called for the dismissal of. 
the charges. The lawyer asked the. 
DOJ to inhibit itself from the 
сазе, аз Justice Secretary Raul 
Gonzalez apparently had a "curi- 
ous interest” in the Jimenez case. 


while 10 residents were arrested 
for throwing pieces of hollow 
blocks and stones at policemen 
and the demolition team. 

Southern Police District direc- 
tor Chief Supt. Roberto Rosales 
ordered the deployment of nearly 
100 policemen from the district's 
civil disturbance management 
(CDM) and Special Weapons and 
Tactics (SWAT) teams. 

“We were there to provide se- 
curity if peace and order prob- 
Jems would arise during the de- 
molition," Rosales said. 

He described the operation as 
"generally peaceful," with no one 
getting seriously hurt during the 
demolition. 

‘A group calling itself the Sama- 
han ng Magkakaisang Muslim за 
Roxas Blvd. earlier opposed the 
PRAS plan to tear down the hous- 
esand the Grand Mosque to make 
way for a commercial complex on 


Earlier, residents prevented ће 
demolition team and the police 
from entering the site, demand- 
ing a court order that would 
thorize the demolition. 

Police said at least four mem- 
bers of the team were injured, 


‘Dip YoU KNOW 


‘THE COMMISSION on Higher Ed- 
cation (CHEd) is the governing 
body for public and private institu- 
tions offering tertiary or graduate 
education. It was established on 
May 18, 1894 by the Higher Edu- 
tation Act (Republic Act No. 7722). 
‘The CHEd sets the minimum 
standards for, and evaluates the 
performance of, programs and in- 
stitutions. lt сап impose sanctions 
le the withdrawal of accreditation 
and termination of a school course. 
Cyril L. Bonabente, Inquirer Re- 
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1. METROBRIEFS 
From Lipa to Malabon 
A VAULT containing valuable docu- 
ments belonging toa sister of atop 
election lawyer was found in a Mal- 
abon City fishpond near the Manila. 
Bay shoreline early yesterday morn- 
ing. SPO1 Ferdinand Espiritu of the 
Malabon police said the vault was. 
discovered by residents of Kagitin- 
gan Extension, Muzon. The vault 
was stolen on June 5 from Leonor 
Macalinta-Almoro of Пета Vista 
1 A Subdivision, Lipa City in Batangas. 
1 x Е Espiritu sald Almoro is the sister of 

п lawyer Romulo Macalintal. The vault 
yielded four Philippine passports, 
bank books, a driver's license be- 
longing to Almoro and other docu- 
ments. "We were able to contact her 
(Almoro) through a telephone num- 
ber in one of the documents found 
inside the vault," Espiritu said. Lipa. 
police are now looking for the vic- 
tims housemaid who had disap- 
peared during the time the vault was 
stolen, Although the case had been 
turned over to the Lipa police, Espir- 
itu said they would also conduct ап 
investigation on how the vault end- 
ed up in the city. Nancy Carvajal. 


Leadership seminar 
MORE than a hundred barangay offi- 
cials from Quezon City are set to en- 


ADRIVER'S license in the name of Mike de Venecia was found оп 
Richard Gonzales when he was brought by police to a San Juan police. 


station.Gonzaleshasbeenaccusedofrapeandestafa. атина 


‘Kin’ of powerful pols 
now faces rape charge 


By Kristine L. Alave side the bar and that a Nissan Sa- rol at the University of the Philip- 
fari Patrol with the plate No. 8 — pines this month to improve their 
HE LIVED THE LIFE OF A HIGH- was parked outside. ‘managerial and governance capabili- 


flying swinger and boasted he 
was a relative of powerful politi- 
cians. 

But his alleged connections did 
not stop police from arresting 
him yesterday for a heinous 
crime. Richard Gonzales, who 
claimed to be a nephew of former 
Tocos Sur governor Luis “Chavit” 
Singson and Pangasinan Rep. 
Jose de Venecia now shares a jail 
cell with common criminals. 

Gonzales was arrested at dawn 
yesterday on charges of rape, 
estafa, and fraud. Officials de- 
scribed him as a sweettalking 
con man, who victimized both 
men and women. 

Gonzales, 30, of 941 Sabino St. 
Binondo, Manila, was appre- 
hended by San Juan polite at 
about 2 a.m. yesterday as he was 
leaving the East Asia KTV Bar in 
Pasay City. Police said they re- 
ceived a tip that Gonzales was in- 


Gonzales is now detained at 
the San Juan police station as 
charges are being prepared 
against him, according to San 
Juan police chief Supt. Rodelio 
Jocson. 

Apart from Richard Gonzales, 
he also used the names Rick Gon- 
zales, Ricky Singson, Andrew Yu, 
and Mike de Venecia. Mandaluy- 
ong police last month detained 
him briefly for driving while in- 
toxicated in а car with No. 8 
plates issued only to congress- 
men. 

Police yesterday confiscated 
from the suspect numerous cellu- 
Jar phone SIM (subscriber identi- 
fication module) cards, 16 credit 
cards, two government-issued 
No. 8 car plates, a dfiver's license 
with his picture and the name 
Mike de Venecia, and Land Trans- 
portation Office receipts in the 
name of Ricky Singson. 


ties. According to Donato Matias, 
head of the Quezon City Barangay 
Operations Center, the captains and 
kagawad of the city’s 142 barangays 
will undergo a two-month training 
seminar at the UP National College of 
Public Administration and Gover- 
nance beginning on the third week of 
June, "The city government has part- 
nered with the UP to help improve 
the barangay officials’ leadership, 
communication and fiscal manage- 
ment skills,” Matias told the inauraen 
yesterday. He added that without the 
necessary training, barangay сар- 
tains usually prepared the budget 
alone, without coordinating with the. 
other barangay kagawad. "The two- 
month seminar, or the Sustainable 
Barangay Development Course 
"would teach them transparency in 
the conception and implementation 
of projects,” Matias said. The offi- 
cials will also learn the art of public 
speaking from their UP professors. 
‘Margaux б. Ortiz 
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Bush, Putin meet amid © |59, mates a career 
playing video games 


e 
= HOLBROOK, NY—VICTOR M. "Victor joined a team with his 
de Leon Ш has been playing father and two uncles at a New 


video games on the profession- York "Halo" contest, winning 
al circuit for five years, racking fourth place—behind his Uncle 
HEILIGENDAMM, GER- s them and dumping its occupants | up thousands of dollars in Gabriel, a coach and mentor. 
бы into the Baltic. prizes and endorsements at — AtageS,heentered the Major 
many—US President A Ata morning session focused | tournaments around the coun- League Games and ranked in із 
George W. Bush sought оп economic issues, Merkel sat | try He has a corporate sponsor, top 64 players internationally. 
5 i ith between Bush and Putin, who | apublicistandawebsite.Adoc- By the time he was 7, Victor 
to calm tensions wi һай engaged in public sparring | umentary filmmaker has been competed in Chicago against 
Moscow on Thursday оп US missile shield plans in the | following him for months. € than xm posu 
ing wi run-up to the summit. Victor is 9. He weighs 56 placing second, behind Gabriel. 
ahead of a meeting with ‘The two presidents, smiling | pounds and gets above-aver- Besides prizes and product 
Russian President \ and looking relaxed, have not | agemarksin the third grade. endorsements, Victor has а 
imi i met face-to-face since before ‘Known as Lil Poison, Victoris deal worth about $20,000 an- 
Ма паара Putin launched an attack on the | thought to be the world’s nually, as well as expenses for 
Group of Eight (G8) EM Bush administration ín February | youngest professional gamer. trips to tournaments, from his 
iti - accusing it of to force its | Starting Friday, he is to be sponsor, 1UP Network, a divi- 
ваши ee sill on she world and become its | among 2,500 competitors in the sion of Ziff Davis Game Group, 
“Tt is important for Russia and “single master." three-day Major League Gaming owners of gamer magazines 
Russians to understand that 1 be- “There's a lot of constructive | Pro Circuit Event at the Mead- and websites. De Leon de- 
lieve the Cold War ended, that GERMAN Chancellor Angela Merkel (second, left) and her husband work we can do and so Tm look- | owlands in New Jersey, battling clined to specify how much his 
Russia is not an enemy of the Joachim Sauer (eft) pose with Russian President Vladimir Putin and his ing forward to my dialogue with | on the Xbox game “Halo 27 for зоп has accumulated, but said 
United States that there's a lot of wife Lyudmila Putina on the first day ofthe G8 summitin Germany. e Viadimir Putin this afternoon,” | prizes upto $20,000 that it is almost enough to cov- 
areas where we can work togeth- x Bush said on Thursday. Asked what he thinks about era private college education. 
ex” Bush said, citing Iran and pro- after meeting with Bush, saidheex- Security remains'tight around ^ Bush said he would reiterate | the fuss over his exploits, Vic Victor said he has no plans 
liferation as examples. pected leaders to agree to make the summit venue, a luxury hotel to Putin his proposal to have | tor shrugged. Pressed, he about what to do when he 
His conciliatory comments “substantial” cutsin greenhouse gas іп the small seaside town of Heili- Russia send generals and scien- | mumbled: "I dont know. I grows up. He enjoys Star Wars 
came as G8 leaders appeared to emissions, but said they would not gendamm. tists to the United States to reas- | didn’t think about it.” toys, fried chicken, jujitsu, gui- 
be nearing a consensus on the di- бх a numerical target, like the 50 Оп Thursday morning police sure them on his plans to put a Victor's aptitude surfaced at tar music, basketball, his ham- 
visive issue of how best to combat percent cut by 2050 that German power boats stopped two smaller radar system in the Czech Re- | age 2, when he began mimick- ster and his dog, Rocky. New 


global warming. Chancellor Angela Merkel, thesum- craft trying to break through the public and interceptor missiles | ing his father's play. At age 4, York Times News Service 
British Prime Minister Tony Blair, mit host, has pushed for. security cordon, ramming one of іп Poland. Reuters 


Hundreds die of hunger US Senate rejects most changes to immigration bill 
as Indian tea estates close WASHINGTON-THE SENATE The Senate bill, which calls for ment proposed by Sen. John proved the Democratic alternative, 


signaled support for major provi- the biggest changesinimmigration Comyn, R-Texas, that could have which would increase penalties for il- 

> sions of a comprehensive immigra- policy since 1986, embodiesa frag- made hundreds of thousands of il- legal immigrants who have been con- 

Дек. Meet bu А. | tion bill on Wednesday by rejecting йе bipartisan compromise strongly legal immigrants ineligible for le- victed of sex offenses, crimes of do- 
ndi ^ 


many proposed amendments, in- supported by President Bush. lt gal status if they had floured de-  mesücviolence ог the use of firearms 
workers have died cluding one that would have made would offer legal status to most of portation orders or been convicted in alien-smuggling operations. 
from diseases linked it much harder for many illegal im- the estimated 12 million illegal im- of identity theft or fraudulent use — The Senate rejected a proposal 
with malnutrition migrants toachieve legal status. migrants in the United States. Ad- of identification documents. to change the structure of the 
over the past year af- “Architects of the legislation said ministration officials said they Comyn said his amendment was bills guest worker program. Un- 
ter the closure of tea they hoped that by plowingthrough hoped that the Senate would pass a defining issue for presidential can- der the program, foreign workers 
estates left them with the amendments, they would gain the bill with 70 votes, to build mo- didates. Sen. John McCain, R-Ariz, could get two-year visas, which 
no income, and hun- = support for a motion to end debate mentum in the House, where the a co-author of the overall bill, voted could be renewed twice, but the 
dreds more are still A PLANT seed which tea workers eatata on the legislation. The motion, legislation faces opposition. against Comyn’s amendment and guest workers would have to 
starving, a court iñ- closed tea garden in Jalpaiguriin India. келес scheduled fora vote on Thursday Ву a vote of 51-46, the Senate Юга Democratic alternative. Jeave the United States for a year 


quiry has found. needs 60 votes to succeed. оп Wednesday rejected an amend- — Byawoteofó632 the Senate ap- in between their stays here. NYT 
‘Two years ago, poor adviser, who compiled а report 


production and low yields led to the about: the deaths last month. 
closure of 16 tea estates in Jalpaig- “But the fact remains that 
ші, a remote part of West Bengal workers have starved to death 
state bordering the Himalayan king- and many are waiting to die,” she 
dom of Bhutan, leaving plantation said, adding that many were suf- 
workers withnomeansofincome. fering from tuberculosis and s s 
Investigations by the Supreme night blindness. 4 "t 
Court and tea workers’ associa- As a result of the deteriorating S 
tions found that this had directly situation, hundreds of former tea 7 
led to the deaths, leaving hun- workers are being forced to travel 
dreds more unable to feed them- across the border to Bhutan every 
selves. day. to work in the tiny nation's 
But the government says the growing stone crushing and min- 
deaths, which they have recorded eral factories. 
to be around 570, are related to Those who stayed back—starv- 
diseases which are unrelated to ing and weak with no money for 
starvation. the last two years—are being 
"The government may portray forced to forage for food in near- 
the deaths their way,” said Anu- by forests to keep themselves and 
radha Talwar, a Supreme Court their children alive. Reuters 
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‘Unstable’ German tries to board Pope’s car 

VATICAN CITY—A German man jumped а barricade Wednesday and tried to 

board Pope Benedict XVI's open-top jeep before being wrestled to the 

ground by papal bodyguards in St. Peter's Square. Pope Benedict was ap- 

parently oblivious as the man, later described as "mentally unstable,” tried 1 я 
to force his way through the guards and succeeded in grabbing onto the Crocodile Leather 
back of the vehicle as the Pope was riding through a crowd of some 30,000 s 

pilgrims at the start of a weekly audience. The man wearing a pink shit 

black shorts and a baseball cap, identified as a 27-year-old German national, 

was soon overpowered by the security detail flanking the jeep. Throughout 

the incident, the leader of the world's 1.1 billion Roman Catholics, standing 

ир behind the driver of the open vehicle, continued to wave to the pilgrims, 

and the car proceeded at the same stately pace. Vatican spokesperson Fed- 

erico Lombardi described the man as a "mentally unstable" German nation- 

al and said he had been taken to a psychiatric ward. AFP 


S. Korea panel says president broke election law 
4 SEQUL—South Korea's state poll watchdog ruled 
Thursday that outspoken President Roh Moo-hyun 
} | broke election laws by making a speech which 
Le. =й 4 strongly criticized the main opposition party. The Na- 
ae tional Election Commission said Roh breached his 
UA лс Oigan to romain neutral in lection maters, “The 
3*2 Й president violated the election laws... by saying that it 
WaT agy should be unfair for a certain political party to win the 
tags VEM next presidential election (on Dec. 19) and making 
ROH “ defamatory remarks against its presidential hope- 
^" fuls,” said spokesperson Yang Keum-suk after a sev- 
en-hour meeting. The laws require the president to be politically neutral, even 
though he is the head of government elected on a party ticket. The commis- 
sion indicated it would not seek any legal action, even though it was passing 
its third ruling on Roh's impartiality since he came to office in 2003. AFP 


FDA issues strictest warning on diabetes drugs 

WASHINGTON—The Food and Drug Administration has called for the 

toughest safety warning on two diabetes drugs—Avandia and Ac- it 
tos—whose health risks have become a focus of congressional concern. » Upto 50% off on selected items. 
That decision, disclosed Wednesday by the FDA commissioner at a packed June 8 - 17, 2007 
House hearing, comes more than a year after the agency's safety reviewers RN 

strongly recommended just such a step. And it occurs amid a congressional Shangri-La Plaza + Gloria 3, Ayala Center + Robinsons Galleria + Robinsons Place Manila 
investigation into why the agency delayed its warnings about Avandia for Ш „зч ү рат Shoppesitle, Greenhills * Gateway Mall - Araneta Center + si Supermall 
years. In a written statement, te commissioner, Andrew C. von Eschen- “Ayala Center Cebu + SM City Cebu * Robinsons Place Bacolod * Soon to open TriNoma 
bach, said the agency has asked the makers of Actos and Avandia to сату 
the more prominent warning—a so-called black box warning—af its heart 
risks because "despite existing warnings, these drugs were being pre- 
scribed to patients with significant heart failure. NYT 
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Cebuana, Harbour 
seal title showdown 


By Jasmine W. Payo Quarters 14-18 50-28, 5251, 72-58 
Second Game 
IT WILL BE A FACE-OFF BETWEEN THE TOP зт сттик опе 
seed and the tournament favorite after all. Gamboa 6, басо 6, Vergara 5, Alonzo 4, Asoro 
ee 3, Araña 3, Stephens 2, Capa 2, Origuera 0. 
Near XM AMES TOMORROW Bem Сары and (Er. НЕМЕ. SISTA 87—610 20, Bones & 
Padala and defending | (heArenaSanJuan) | ic) Dela Cuesta,” said MS26, Reyes 5, Javier 5, Bauzon S, Sua S 
Campion ‘Harbour | lime | Tio. ‘iain 5, Malabanan 3, ebvan 2; Matis 2, 
champion Harbour | ssuveToyiats | "Cener Samigue eio бода. AIO 
Сеше алй um | inawak orth) Булап finished widia Deme 1815. 41-3, 84-43, 8867 Р 
for the PBL Unity Cup | %S0p-m=—Cebuana dayhigh 20 points for wierest PES 
championship after į lier Harbour the Super Sealers, who 4 w ds 12 0 7 NN 


4 T | Centre (Game of ie: E 
dispatching ther re- | genir (amene, badly missed the stel- The P^ : 


spective foes in a pair Jar play of Fil-Am Ryan  Matorizedi yon 

Ига pin ‘head adidas 

semifinal battles yesterday. Hobbled by a groin injury Reyes 
Doug Kramer kept Joe Devance saw action. for only five minutes and 

out of sync, then keyed a fourth- finished with just five points. tha ва tC DARE 

quarter breakaway as фе Cebu- Тһе Moneymen eamed an out- © for she versatile baller, 

based Moneymen ousted the Toyota right Final Four berth with Batang i: "Tor unsurpassed fun long. 

Balintawak Road Kings, 72-58, at Pier, but found themselves on the E reduction of impact = ClimaCool chassis 

the Olivarez College Sports Center. brink of elimination with a 68-65 
Jason Castro and JC Intal shone loss in the series opener. The Mon- 

as Harbour outscored Henkel Sista, eymen forged a winner-take all bat- 

23-10, in the third quarter and went tle with a 71-62 triumph in Game 2. 

оп to post an 88-67 rout that kept The scares: 

the Batang Pier on track for a third First бате 

straight tide. CEBUANA LHUILLIER 72—Capus 14 

‘ge Ryan Araña earlier buried a Kramer 12, Bono 12, бо 10, Escalona 8 

‘Dizzerbeating midcourt heave to Oda Cuesta 4, Sia Maria 3, Orda 2, Butcher 

Уе Harbour а 41-33 lead at half- 2, Sols 2. Duley 2. Vardo 1, Yee. 

lie, and Batang Pier stretched this TOYOTA BALINTAWAK 58—Daa 11, Ro- 

"io 64-43 at the end of the third quar- driguez 11, Tan 7, Cuz 7, Coronel 5.Cabahug ЫНЫ 

te 5 Dovanos 4, Dedicatoria 4, qu ME ro ierit Tr wr spots come 
‘The Moneymen and Batang Pier,  Coching0,Baluyot 0, Guerrero 0, Fajardo 0. NOW OPEN SPORTSHOUSE TRINOMA BRANCH (М2) 

‘who finished 1-2 in the 

Чай will dash pum 7 n PE < x " Э x oo 

in Game 1 of the Finals , d 

series'at 3:30 p.m. to- чана Ф remis s — id 


moron Те шас ETHIE ONLY. WORKAHOLIC YOU'D WANT TO BE WITH THIS SUMMER. 


Kamer pumped in | — GET THE FORD RANGER WITH OUR EASY PAYMENT PLANS. 


seven of his 12 points 
in а pivotal fourth. 
quater бше that 
‘widened а 52-51 mar- 
in to a 68-56 spread. 

jut the strapping 6- 
100-4 forward shone 
brightest in defense as 
he forced FilAm and 
former MVP Devance 
into his worst game 
this conference. 

"Kramer was a reve- 
lation,” зай Мопеу- 
men coach Luigi Trilo. 
"Hes the reason why 
Devance was out of 
pain 

Devance took his 
fifth and final foul with 
5:36 minutes left on a 
charging cal on 
Kramer. 

“Tm so over 
‘whelmed,” said Trillo. 
“Tm so proud with the 
way the boys played. 
They believed what 
мете doing in de- 
fense.” 

Kramer, who hauled 
down seven rebounds, 
buried five straight 
points in a 9-0 spurt for 
a 61-53 Cebuana edge 
with five minutes left. 

Second stringers Al- 
fie Grijaldo and Ariel 
Capus starred for the 


Moneymen as they Face the fury of the unforgiving summer sun with the Ford Ranger. Various financing schemes starting from a monthly payment of P9,082" are available, Drive home with a free 


ray in үе rem bedliner, spare tire lock and scuff plates when you go for the 3.01. 4x4 AT/MT. 


Маску Escalona also Call 889 3673 for more information on any of our exciting financing plans. Available through Ford Credit only. Promo runs until June 30, 2007. 

contributed five of his 

eight points in the 

Moneymen' fourth- 

(quarter run. 
Capus — topscored 

with 14 markers, while 

MVP contender Ken ford.com.ph 

Bono added 12 points 

and six boards for the 
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iesta Cup wild-card phase up 


GAMES TODAY (Araneta Coliseum) 
435 p.m.—Sta, Lucia vs San Miguel Beer 
7:20 pm.—Purefoods vs Coca-Cola. 


By Musong R. Castillo 


PUREFOODS SEEMS THE MOST DANGER- 
ous team in the Talk ‘N Text-PBA Fiesta Сир 
wild-card phase. 

The Tender Juicy Giants, who were dragged 
into the knockout stage mainly because of map- 
power woes, play with a complete lineup for only 
the second time in the tournament today when 
they square off with Coca-Cola in а win-or-go- 
home game. 

Second behind Red Bull last year, the Giants 
slug it out with the Tigers in the 7:20 contest 
tonight at the Big Dome in Cubao with the odds 
stacked in their favor. 

And coach Ryan Gregorio knows that he has 
something special happening, 

“A 6-12 record is not something to be proud 
of” Gregorio said last week after formally nailing 


No PBA fireworks оп RTL issue 


‘THERE WERE NO FIREWORKS AND THE CON- 
troversy regarding the Philippine Basketball Asso- 
ciation's Restricted Trading List (RTL) died down 
as quickly as it started. 

It was ав well that ends well for the board after 
РВА chair Ricky Vargas and commissioner Мой 
ala announced that the member teams were “sat- 
isfied with the explanation given to them." 

Red Bull and San Miguel Beer aired their sides 
von the issue of the RTL. which at least wo promi- 
nent members of the board questioned after a 
hroo-playar, tree-team trade last week 

However, Eala and Vargas declined to divulge 
the details of the explanations by both teams, say- 


the No. 8 spot. “We're confident (for the rest of 
the tournament) because 1 finally have.a com- 
plete lineup." 

‘San Miguel Beer, the No. 6 seed, and Sta. Lu- 


Full on power and fuel 
efficiency of S-VT and VIS 


Mazda Alabang ¢ 772-3168 to 69, Mazda Greenhills e° 722-1102 


oes 
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ing that “they are confidential and sensitive to the 
teams concerned." 

"Td ike to keep that within the room, ИЗ a pri- 
vate matter to the owners,” Vargas said. "All we 
сап say is that Red Bull was very transparent 

The controversy stemmed from the transfer of 
Red Bull's Enrico Villanueva to San Miguel Beer for 
Romme! Adducul, who later found himself with 
Purefoods, a sister team of SMB. 

Villanueva was supposed to be protected in the. 
RTL and could only be traded, in this case with San 
Miguel, for Danny Seigle. But the former Ateneo. 
‘ace was “delisted,” which made the trade possible. 

Musong К. Castillo. 


да, which barely made it past the eliminations, 
square off in the other KO match at 4:35 p.m. 

"The winners then collide Sunday for the right 
to complete the quarterfinal cast already made 


up of Barangay Ginebra, Talk'N Text and Air21. 

Mare Pingris has returned from injury and 
Rommel Adducul was acquired in a lopsided 
trade with Red Bull, giving Gregorio two solid 
forces underneath, which made the Giants’ of- 
fense run on all cylinders the last time out. 

As a result, James Yap tossed in a career-high 
41 points in a 109-97 bamboozling of also-ran 
‘Welcoat last June 1. 

Only Purefoods will be coming into the wild- 
card phase the winner of its last elimination 
round outing. 

Тһе Realtors ended up with a 5-13 record in 
the eliminations, losing some of their games in an 
ugly manner. 

Sta. Lucia would have to provide solid support 
to the Williams-—Jamaal and super rookie Kel- 
ly—to even think of upsetting the Beermen. 

San Miguel Beer, which just two weeks ago 
had a chance to make the Final Four automatical- 
ly floundered in the final two minutes of its clash 
with Air21 Wednesday, losing the chance to make 
the quarterfinals outright. Musong R. Castillo 
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SSC courts Joy Pulido (12) 
to foil the play. 
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UNIVERSITY OF SANTO TOMAS, DRAWING 


San Sebastian College in the second game 
and fell to solo sixth with a 2-4 mark 

The SSC spikers, with Thai import 
Jaroensri Bualee on the firing end, pulled 
out a 25-18, 25-27, 25-21, 25-17 victory 
over the Lady Falcons to gain a share of 
the lead with the Lady Pirates at 5-1. 

To gain a playoff for the fifth and last semifinal 
berth, Adamson must win its final game against Letran 


UST 


cz"! Tigresses sweep Lady 
San Sebastian foils Adamson 


(The Arena, San Juan) 
1 p.m—Lyceum vs 


3pm—Sstvs 
Adamson 
Spm—Aeneo vs FEU 


still playing FEU at presstime. 


crack performances from Mary Jean Balse STANDINGS W Li Expecting a hard game, the Tigresses 
‘and Venus Bernal, swept erstwhile unbeaten Bem Э 1] instead found an easy outing against the 
Lyceum, 25-15, 25-14, 25-20, yesterday to Ateneo 3 2| Lady Pirates, whom they dominated to 
stayintherace forone ofthethree remaining La Sale 3 3, post what was only their third win in six 
semifinal berths in the 2007 Shakeys V. — UST 3 3! games. UST shares fourth place with idle 
League at The Arena in San Juan. Adamson 2 4i Та Salle heading into the last two play- 
Вас Adamson's own semifinal bid suffered FEU. 1 4 datesofthe eliminations 
a big blow when it dropped a foursemerto ~" Games TODAY Only the top five teams will advance to 


the double-round semifinal phase where 
they will carry their respective records in 
the preliminaries. 

Balse and Vernal combined for 35 at- 
tacks for UST. 

Lyceum, which swept its first five 
games in impressive fashion, took it easy 
against UST, apparently conserving its energy for the 
tough semifinal grind. Sherrilyn Carrillo led Lyceum’s 
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Pirates; Vintage Coo, Benitez 


lead Class O doubles 


MULTIAWARDED BONG COO 
teamed up with niece Irene Benitez to 
capture the Class О ladies doubles top 
spot in the 36th PBC-Boysen Interna- 
tional Open Tenpin Bowling Champi- 
onships at the SM Mall of Asia Bowling 
Сеше. 

The Timberpro pair banked on Ben- 
itezs two-game tally of 424 Q21-23) 
to go with Соо 372 for a frontrunning 
tally of 796 in the two-week kegfest. 

“Irene anchored our doubles part- 
ip." Coo, also the secretary gener- 
al ofthe organizing Philippine Bowling. 
Congress, said. "She needed two strikes 
in the last frame so we could emerge on 
top. lam proud that she did it” 

‘The Coo-Benitez pair moved past the 
duo of Coo and Canare, who held the 
lead for a day with a 785, while the 


Posadas shared third with a 750. 
‘Tournament director Archie Perez 
explained that a bowler can team up 
with anyone in the doubles and trios 
and make as many attempts “but only 
their best score, of course, will count.” 
National junior bowlers Ederick Flo 
rencio continued to show the way in 
the Class O doubles with an 866 total, 
l4pinsin front of national pool keglers 
Chester King and Miguel Crisol (852). 
After Day 6 of the championship, the 
RP pool troika of Benshir Layoso, world 
champion Biboy Rivera and Joonee 
Gatchalian remained in first place in the 
Class O team event with a 1,234 total 
Prima's Bonnie Solis, lan Dychango 
and Paeng Nepomuceno were just 20 
pins off the pace with a 1214. 
Canare, Apple Posadas and Liza Clu- 


losing stand with eight points. 
Games are telecast over NBN-4 within the week 


from 2p.m.to-4 p.m. 


оп Sunday and hope that La Salle and UST, both toting 
3-3 cards, lose to Lyceum and FEU, respectively. 
‘Ateneo, tipped to clinch the third semifinal slot, was 


tries to tip the ball into the 
nd Jaroensri Bualee spring 
INQUIRER PHOTO AUGUSTDELACRUZ 


tario were on top in the Ladies Class О 
witha 1,282. 


GET THE 


THRILL MX 


WITH THE NEW 
mazpa 3 
Z 
Three must be the 'IT' number right now 
substance x3. And what better way to 
celebrate this baby's third anniversary in. 
the Philippines than to bring in the 


hottest, newest Mazda3, with over 100 
enhancements? 


teams of Apple Posadas and Marjo 
Reyes and Liza Chutario and Apple 


introduced in 
we are 


"As the third vehicle we 
this country three years ago 
certain that the new Mazda3 will continue 
to delight you, " said Gerardo Alejandro, 
Mazda Philippines Managing Director. 
fou have to experience for yourself how 
the thrill of zooming in this sporty model 
has been multiplied three times over,” | 
he added. i 


Zoom zoom all the way: 


So when you hear that the new Mazda3's 
driving dynamics include S-VT and VIS, 
Electronic Throttle Control, Activematic 
Transmission, Enhanced Sport-Tuned 
Suspension and Improved Noise, Vibration 
and Harshness (NVH) reduction, what do 
all these actually mean to you? 


Sequential Valve Timing (S-VT) and 
Variable Induction System (VIS) give you 
optimum power delivery, fuel economy, 
and emission performance since it controls 
intake air volume corresponding to engine. 
operation conditions. The engine's 
Electronic Throttle Control also enhances. 
acceleration feel. 


| 
The Enhanced Sport-Tuned Suspension | 
includes MacPherson-strut front 
suspension, which gives sharper steering 
response at fast cornering and smoother, 
more stable roll control and a flat ride, 
and the E-type multi-link rear suspension, | 
which provides higher stability during high 
speed cornering, substantial damping | 
force even with very short strokes and 
maximizes the stabilizer effect. 


The 2007 Mazda3 also features Improved 
NVH reduction, which substantially 
reduces noise coming from the engine, 
generator, road and wind as well as the 
droning sound. 


You can't miss the New Mazdai's 
High-Intensity Discharge (HID) 
Auto-Headlamps these are not only | 
bright, they give the face of the car a 

fresh look. And when you flip to the other 

{ side of the vehicle, you'll also admire the 
new rear combination Light-emitting 
diode (LED) lamps. It also has a bootlid 
recess, which gives an easier fit for the 
hand when opening the trunk. 


The New Mazda3 shows off new front and 
rear bumpers, and its new front grille 
gives it a curvier and more striking look 
You will гой in style too, thanks to the 
class-leading 17-inch wheels, which were 
re-designed across all the models. 


Inside the New Mazda3, the black out | 
instrument meter gives it a clean look, 
and the steering wheel audio controls 
enhance the sporty, sophisticated drive. 


3 While it’s pretty obvious it’s thrill x3, hop 

21 into the 2007 Mazda3 and experience the 

7 emotion of motion for yourself 

‘| it certainly doesn't hurt that it looks 
hot too! 


The New Mazda3's suggested retail price starts 
at P799,000. Mazda has garnered a total of 376 
awards worldwide. For more information on 
Mazda, please call the Mazda hotline at 
85-МАТОА (85-62932) ог visit wwwcmazda.com ph. 

or any of its dealerships: Mazda Alabang, Mazda, 
Greenhills, Mazda Quezon Avenue, Mazda Makati 

апа Mazda Cebu. | 


Check к out at the dealer nearest you or at the lending 
тай around the city. xs 
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show to NBA's 
biggest stage 


SAN ANTONIO—HEADPHONES TILTED BACK 
оп his head, LeBron James walked the 
Cleveland Cavaliers through the shadowy 
tunnel and into the arena’s gleaming lights 
—and their first NBA finals. 

“We're here now!" James shouted. 

He brought them. 

‘And he will decide how far they go. 

‘Tagged as the face of the National Basketball 
‘Association and saddled with huge expectations, 
James arrived at American basketball's ultimate 
stage Wednesday as the Cavaliers and San Anto- 
nio Spurs trained for the last time before Thurs- 
day's Game 1 at AT&T Center. 

‘The climactic setting isa new one for the Cava- 
liers. It was only four years ago when they won 
17 games while playing їп front of as many emp- 
ty seats as filled ones at home. 

“Tt was like we werent even in the NBA,” said 
center Zydrunas Ilgauskas, drafted by the club in 
1996. "We were in a deep depression as an orga- 


year-old James has been а household 
пате in the United States since he was an Akron, 
Ohio, high school phenomenon. 

In these playoffs, his second trip to the postsea- 
son, he has elevated his game to a higher level, 
pushing the Cavaliers within four victories of 
Cleveland's first major sports title since 1964. 

His appearance in the bestofseven series 
should do wonders for the NBAs globalization 
plan. Undoubtedly, hell also boost TV ratings, 


perhaps tempting casual viewers interested in 
seeing if he can match his jaw-dropping, 48-point 
performance in Game 5 of the Eastern Confer. 
ence finals against Detroit 

With most of the attention focused on James, 
the other team in this LeBronian lovefest isn't get 
ting its proper due. 

“The league is about new exciting things,” said 
Spurs forward Michael Finley "And LeBron is that 
thing right now" 

‘The Spurs have always won with defense, and 
stil do. The league's stingiest defensive squad 
during the regular season must figure out how to 
slow James, who sliced up the Pistons for 25.7 
points, 9.2 rebounds and 8.5 assists, putting him 
"with Oscar Robertson (1963), John Havlicek 
(1968) and Larry Bird (1986) as the only players 
to reach those averages in a conference finals. 

Detroit tried to double- and triple-team James, 
whose ability to pass over the top of defenders al- 
lowed him to find teammates for easy shots. 

‘Spurs forward Bruce Bowen will be assigned 
to guard James, but hell need help, especially 
when James decides to post him up near the bas- 
ке. 

“Нез so strong and young; its hard to believe 
that he's 22 with the body of а 30-year-old,” 
Bowen said. “That creates problems. There's 
nothing you can do about that. There are certain 
things you can do to adjust, but when people are 
just physically gifted and that talented, it creates 
a difficulty" AP 


| 


LEBRON James, single biggest draw in the NBA Finals starting today. 


Kerr gets GM job at Suns 


PHOENIX—THE PHOENIX SUNS APPOINTED FORMER NBA SHARPSHOOTER 
‘Steve Кеп as general manager and president of basketball operations on Wednes- 
day. Kerr the most accurate three-point shooter in NBA history, will take over 
some of the duties of coach Mike D'Antoni, who retains his postion as VP. D'An- 
toni inherited GM responsibilty after Bryan Colangelo moved to Toronto in Febru- 


ау 2006. "1 love this tear 


^ Kerr said. “I love the style of play. Im not trying to 


make sweeping changes because this is one of the best teams in the NBA already. 
Meanwhile, Bily Donovan quit as coach of the Orlando Magic on Wednesday, 

sk days after taking the job. Donovan walked away from a contract worth $5.5 

million per year to retum to the University of Florida, where he led the Gators to 


two straight national college championships. 


Reuters 
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9 non-US 
stars make 
record cast 


SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS—A RECORD NINE IN- 
ternational players will take part in the best-of- 
seven NBA Finals, which will be televised to 205 
nations in 46 languages starting here Thursday 
(Friday morning in Manila). 

French guard Tony Parker, Argentina playmak- 
er Manu Ginobili and United States Virgin Islands 
standout Tim Duncan will lead the San Antonio 
against a Cleveland lineup that has three global 
players in supporting roles о star LeBron James. 

The old mark of most non-US players in an 
МВА Finals was set in 2005 with seven when the 
Spurs defeated Detroit in seven games.” 

Parker averaging 19.8 points and 6.4 assists in 
the playoffs, will be marrying actress Eva Longo- 
ria next month, He could take some bruises 
should he try to draw charging fouls off James. 

“I would rather have another (championship) 
ring and be messed up in the (wedding) picture. 
(Thats fine,” Parker said. 

Ginobili, who helped his homeland capture 


? the 2004 Athens Olympic gold, said the strength 


of James racing to make a dunk is intimidating. 
‘The Cavaliers beat the Spurs twice this year 

"If he's going full speed is (Scary) because of 
all the speed and power he has,” said Ginobili, 
averaging 164 points a game in the playoffs. 

Duncan was the NBA Finals MVP in San Anto- 
no's three titles in the past eight years—1999, 
2003 and 2005—and is averaging 23.2 points. 

(Other international players on the Spurs roster 
are Dutchman Francisco Elson, Slovenia's Beno 
Udrih and Argentina's Fabricio Oberto, who aver- 
ages 5.9 points and 5.1 rebounds a game. 

Lithuanian center Zydrunas llgauskas, averag- 
ing 13.8 points and 9.5 rebounds, will be called 
‘upon to test Duncan inside. 

‘Montenegro's Aleksandar Pavlovic averages 
9.0 points in 30 minutes а night for the Cavaliers 
while Brazil's Anderson Varejao averages 5.6 


points and 6.1 rebounds a contest. АЕР 


Djokovic faces Nadal juggernaut 


PARIS—NOVAK DJOKOVIC HIT DELICATE DROP 
shots and 200 kph serves, thunderous forehands 
and sharply angled backhands, mixing strokes so 
well even the relentless Rafael Nadal struggled to 
chase them down. 

"That was two months ago at the hard-court final 
in Key Biscayne, Florida, where Djokovic achieved 
the biggest victory of his career. Another milestone 
looms Friday when the genial Serb plays in a Grand 
Slam semifinal for the first time at the French Open. 

Once again, the opponent will be Nadal. This time 
the Spaniard will be on his favorite surface—clay. 

“He plays much better on the clay” Djokovic said. 
“So it’s not the same match, it not the same player. 
On clay you have to do more and try more to eam the 
point, because the balls he doesntt get on the hard 
court, he gets here." 

"Top-ranked Roger Federer, seeking the only Grand 
Slam title he has yet to win, will face Nikolay Davy- 
denko in the other semifinal. A much-anticipated re- 
match of last year’s Nadal-Federer final looms. 


But dont count Djokovic out. At 20 hes the 
newest celebrity in men’s tennis, touted as a furure 
Grand Slam champ because of his all-around game. 

The slender Djokovic may lack the этепрћ and 
stamina to stay with the muscular Nadal in a grind- 
ing daycour match, however. Nadal is 19-0 at 
Roland Garros, 32-0 in bestoffive-set matches on 
cay and bidding to become the first man to win three 
straight French titles since Bjom Borg in 1978-81. 

Nadals run in Paris includes a victory in the 2006 
quarterfinals against Djokovic, who retired with a 
back injury тайла, 6-4, 6-4. 

“He's the best player in the world on this surface, 
and everybody knows that,” Djokovic said. "Hes re- 
ally dominant, and he didnt lose in the French Open 
for the past three years. So he plays witha lot of moti- 
vation and confidence. He's a big favorite, whoever 
he plays against on this surface, but 1 hope it's going 
tobea good match.” 

Djokovic advanced Wednesday by beating Igor 
Andreev 63, 63, 63. Nadal impressed friend and 


Hairline recedes. 
Thinning at the crown area follows. 


Receding hairline at the temples 
until hairloss spreads. 


Hairloss at the crown and 
hairline recedes at the same time. 


At the first sign of hairloss, 


Pacman five 


GENERAL SANTOS CITY—BOXING HERO 


mentor Carlos Moya by winning 6-4, 6-3, 6-0. 

"There are just a few players who cannot just beat 
him, but even get a set from him,” Moya said. "Feder- 
ег опе of them, and Djokovic can be one of them." 

“Djokovic is a guy that is improving a lot. He's very 
complete player, and he's playing very well on any 
kind of surface, and he has ай the shots. So I think he. 
has the game to give Nadal some trouble.” 

Win or lose, Djokovic has helped Serbia make a 
splash at Roland Garros. The nation had three Grand 
Slam semifinalists for the first time, with Jelena 
Jankovic and Ana Ivanovic reaching the women’ fi- 
nal four 

Aside from nine time Grand Slam champion Mon- 
ica Seles, Serbia touts a modest tennis tradition. 

Djokovic, Jankovic and Ivanovic were born in Bel- 
grade but left the war-ravaged region to train else- 
where—Djokovic in Germany and Italy. 

“1 cannot explain why all these playerscameupto- | 
gether at the top of the world at the same time,” 
Djokovic said. АР | 


stuns Pagadian 


riod to deal Pagadian its sixth loss in 13 games. 


e" 


come to Svenson. 
an an 


Hairloss progresses when you ignore its 
intial symptoms. Don't wait until you see 
a bald patch or for your hair to thin out 
severely before you act on the problem. 
Come to the experts at Svenson and stop 
impending baldness with the Tricho-DHT 
Inhibitor treatment. The most advanced 
of its kind, it is proven to effectively 
counteract Dihydrotestosterone (DHT), 
the male hormone proven responsible 
for the main cause of hairloss. Safe and 
effective, Tricho-DHT Inhibitor speeds up 
your hair's regrowth process and restores 
its natural thickness and volume. 


( Stop the early signs of hairloss before it's too late. Call Svenson now. ) 


Call 892-HAIR (4247) 


MAKATI 
15/F GT Tower 


Svenson 


End Your Hairloss Misery Today 
ALABANG CEBU 


4/F Citibank-Frabelle TEL: 234-0881 
Blog. T/F Keppel Centre 


Manny Pacquiao's MP Pacman GenSan pulled a 
big suprise in the ongoing Spring Cooking Oil 
NBC National Cup basketball toumament 
Wednesday night by edging the Pagadian Explor- 
ers, 66-63, at the Lagao gym. 

Jeffrey Locsin produced big plays at 
crunchtime to help raise GenSan's record to 4-4. 

GenSan trailed from the start as ex-pro Nelson 
Asaytono waxed hot for Mayor Sammy Co's Ex- 
plorers. But Pacquiao’ boys stayed within striking 
distance and finally struck hard in the playoff pe- 


"This was a test of character for us,” said Gen- 
San coach Ramon Pido. “Hindi kami nag-give up. 
Collectively, our team rose above the challenge.” 

The scores: 

GENSAN 65—Locsin 14, Ramos 9, Beram 8, Recustodio 7, 
Coronado 5, Menor 4, Deligero 4, Medalia 4, Sumampong 3, 
Caiz 2, Tadena 2, Denisson 2, Mejorada 0, Farochilen 0. 

PAGADIAN 63—Asayiono 23, Orqullas 12, Daja 8, Ma- 
тасу B, Saludsod 7, Vilaver 3, Hula 2, Sinco 0, Pamaran O. 
Apuk 0, Qul 0, Cortez. 

Quarters: 11-19, 30-30, 44-50, 66-63 


Curlin Belmont top favorite 


ELMONT, NEW YORK—PREAKNESS WINNER 
Carlin was installed as the 6-5 favorite Wednes- 
day after drawing the third post for Saturdays 
139th running of the Belmont Stakes. 

“Trying to become the third horse in seven 
years to win both the Preakness and Belmont, 
Curlin will have to take on just six other rivals in 
the one-and-a-half mile race. 

Point Given in 2001 and Afleet Alex in 2005 
took the Preakness and Belmont after coming up 
shonin the Kentucky Derby. 

Curlin, who finished third in the Kentucky 
Derby, is trained by Steve Asmussen and will 


have Robby Albarado in the irons. 

‘The second choice at 5-2 is Hard Spun, who 
placed second in the Derby and third in the 
Preakness. He got the sixth post with Garrett 
Gomez in the irons for trainer Larry Jones. 

While some of the luster of the third jewel of 
US racing’s Triple Crown may have been lost 
without Derby winner Street Sense, who was 
nipped at the wire in the Preakness by Curlin the 
fabulous filly Rags to Riches may have brought 
some excitement back. 

Rags to Riches is trying to become the first of 
her sextowin the Belmontin 102 years, — AFP 


Ducks best Senators, seize first Stanley Cup 


ANAHEIM, CALIFORNIA —THE ANAHEIM DUCKS 
captured their first National Hockey League title in 
their 14-year history with a 6-2 victory over the Ot- 
tawa Senators on Wednesday night, ending the se- 
ries in five games in front of the home folks yet 
again. 

For the first time, the Stanley Cup resides in Cali- 
fornia and at the expense of Canada, which hasn't 
boasted a winner since Montreal in 1993. 


"Canada loves their hockey, and from what! heard 
‘out there, we have quite a few fans who love their 
hockey out here, too,” said captain Scott Niedermay- 
ar, a four-time champion from British Columbia and 
this years Conn Smythe Trophy winner. 

Calgary, Edmonton and now Ottawa—in its first 
rip since the Senators were rebom in 1992—each 
had a chance the past three seasons only to be done. 
inbya United States club from the sun belt. АР 
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Forex reserves hit all-time high of $25.8B 


Record level reached even after gov't prepaid debt 
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Boom seen causing much pain 


INVESTORS CHEER cause so many Fil- But Bangko Sentral measures. That 
as stocks climb to ipinos depend on GowAmandoTetangco means the govern- 
record highs and the money sent home by зай authorities would ment is less con- ~ 
economy surges relatives working continue to allow mar- strained to spend @Blue Ink 
ahead at the fastest abroad, for the mo- ket forces to determine money on infrastruc- @ Black Ink 
расе 17years. теп, the boom is therate ture projects. 
But the booming causing them consid- Investor солй. Тһе government 
growth is also lifting erable pain. dence, meanwhile, expects the 2007 
the Philippine peso, "Ina strange way, has grown on орі. deficit to stay below 3 А 
Which is eroding the we are being pun- піст about the ощ. P63billion. АР Black Ink Refills Available 
income of Filipinos ished for our own look for corporate 
like Hazel Gonzales, success,” said a brief- profits and the econ- 
who depends оп ing paper by the Na- omy, which expand- 
money sent home by tonal Economic De- ей 6.9 percent in the 
her husband working velopment Authority, first quarter, the 
as-a mechanic in а government agen- strongest growth 
Kuwait. y since the first quarter 
“The effect on us is Gonzales husband of 1990. Exports 
really big” she isoneofabout 8 mil- have grown 13 per- 
lamented. While her lion Filipinos—or 10 cent so far this year, 
husband has been re- percent of the popu- and foreign direct in- 
mitting the same por- lation—working vestment, which 
tion of his salary, the overseas. Last year, grew 26 percent last 
stronger peso means they sent home a year, is pouring in. 
she is receiving 18 record US$12.8 bil- The 30-company 
percent less than lion Philippine Stock Ex- 
When he arrived in About 40 million change Index has 
Kuwaitin November, people, or almost half risen 21.5 percent so 
"itis good for the ofthecountry depend far this year and hit a 
Philippines, because оп remittances to pay record 3,622.94 on 
itis a signal that the for housing, school, Monday 
economy is. doing food, health expenses. Опе reason for the 
well," she said. “But The central bank on investor enthusiasm 
for us, it means that Tuesday expressed із thesharpreduction 
my husband's remit- concem over the rapid in the governments 
tance, which used to appreciation of the pe- budget deficit. since 
be, for example, so, which has risen 6.8 President Gloria 
15,000 is now down percent against the US Macapagal-Arroyo in 
toP12,000," dollar so far this yeas It 2005 implemented 
Gonzales and her said wild swings in the ап expanded value- 
two children have foreign exchange can added tax and other 
had to cut down on disrupt local markets. revenue-boosting 
spending, including 
dining out, and her 
two-year-old son 
switched to a cheap: 
er brand of infant for- 
mula. 


But she said she = © 
looks at the silver lin E 1] |е MASA WATER Corp. 
ing: An improving (|2 ашата 


economy could mean 
better local wages 
that would allow her. 
husband to соте 
home. Ai | ғов oux — — — —]1 
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pines. Over time, it lu d 97] 
may lead to a 
stronger and steadier 
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investments of variante CurentWesk | паза 
Lie insurance Contracts жеб ?0? | May 23,2007 
Bond Fund - Peso 162040 182705 
Магада гї Peso 19168 190313 
‘Growth Fund - Резо 194188 187208 
Bond Fund US Dolar 13932 13954 
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Jue 42007 | May 28,2007 
Fixed Income Fund 1280121 | 1.280630 
Balanced Fund 1479109 | 1.453197 
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Ir YOU'RE WILLING TO EMBRACE RISK IN EXCHANGE 
FOR HIGHER INVESTMENT RETURNS, THEN THE 


BPI Equity FUND 


i N ar d í IS THE RIGHT INVESTMENT FOR YOU. 


x Ре Ё " The ВРІ Equity Fund is primarily invested in equity issues listed at the Philippine. 
SEES ito КАКА: Stock Exchange. It is ideal for these who want exposure in Philippine stocks bur do 
эы, not have the time or expertise to directly select, monitor and manage stock investments. 
Take advantage of the high upside potential of the stock market, Invest in BPI Equity 
Fund for a minimum initial investment of 50,000. Subsequent investments are 

ata mininium of P10,000. 


Let's stare talking about what you want and what suits you best. Call the Trust 
Marketing Division at 845-5022/5080/5087 or 816-9053/9944, or visit any 
BPI/BPI Family Bank branch and let your BPI Relationship Manager assist you 
through а Client Suitability Test 
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Amendments to Epira rules OKd 


Regulatory lag addressed 


By Abigail L. Ho shield consumers from the bur- 
den of additional costs. 

"With the regulatory lag, theres 
an added cost to customers. Charges 
are just . Consumers are 
also subjected to additional costs be- 
cause of interests on those deferred 
charges.” he said. “We're balancing 
the need for consumer protection, 
observance of due process, and en- 
abling businesses to be financially vi 
able.” 

The Supreme Сошї last year 
ruled that Rule 3 Section 4e of the 
Epira IRR covered “any application. 
or petition for rate adjustment or any 
relief affecting the consumers.” 

“Ir should be made clear that the 
adjustment of rates based on pur- 
chased power ог fuel adjustment 
costs should not or in no case be au- 
tomatic,” the high tribunal said. 

This prompted the ERC to sus- 
pend the automatic recovery mech- 
anism that Meralco had been im- 
plementing since November 2004. 

Without amending the Epira 
IRR rule on which the high court 
based its decision, Albano said all 
other distribution utilities and 
electric cooperatives would also 
“have to discontinue all their au- 
tomatic adjustments, not just in 
generation.” 

He said that if all 140 power 
distributors in the country would 
apply monthly to adjust their 
generation rates, the ERC would 
be swamped with 1,680 applica- 
tions and 1,680 hearings in vari- 
oùs localities each year. 

“At a rate of one decision per 
day, including Saturdays, Sun- 
days and holidays, it will take the 
ERC 4.5 years to decide on the 
generation cost recovery applica- 
tions filed in one year," he said. 


THE JOINT CONGRESSIONAL 
Power Commission yesterday ap- 
proved proposed amendments to 
the implementing rules and regu- 
lations of RA 9136, or the Electric 
Power Industry Reform Act of 
2001, to shield consumers from 
added costs and to ensure the via- 
bility ofthe power sector. 

In yesterday's JCPC meeting, 
the last for the 13th Congress, 
Rule 3 Section 4e of the Epira IRR 
was amended to allow distribu- 
tion utilities, such as the Manila 
Electric Co., to automatically re- 
cover generation- and foreign ex- 
change-related costs periodically. 

The amendments are hope to 
remove the "regulatory lag" that 
had caused Meralco's under-re- 
coveries to balloon to as much as 
P12.2 billion as of end-April. 

Failure to immediately recover 
its costs had also prompted the 
power distributor to remit only 
partial payments to its power 
Suppliers. Starting last month, 
Meralco deferred its payments to 
National Transmission Corp. 

Tn a presentation, Energy Reg- 
ulatory Commission Chair Rodol- 
fo Albano Jr. said the implemen- 
tation of an automatic recovery 
mechanism did not mean that 
utilities could just pass on any 
costs to customers. 

Cost recoveries would still be 
subject to ЕАС verification, and 
wrong applications could mean 
penalties for the utilities, he said. 

For his part, Energy Secretary 
Raphael Lotilla said the amend- 
ment of the Epira IRR would not 
only allow distribution utilities to 
remain viable, but would also 
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USING CREDIT WISELY 

Citibank Phils. country business manager Mark Jones chats 
with Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas Governor Amando 
Tetangco after presenting him a copy of "Use Credit 
Wisely," a 52-page book published by Citibank. The book 
contains useful information on better money and credit. 
management. 


Insurers opposing 
IC's surety bond rule 


By Michelle V. Remo collateral should be twice the 
amount of the bond being secured. 

Ifthe bond is P1.5 million, an in- 
surance broker or agent should 
havea collateral worth P3 million. 

“This could be easily met by 
(corporate) insurance brokers, 
but not by individual insurance 
sales agents,” Valdes said. 

"Requiring a surety bond will be 
disadvantageous to individual sales 
agents who might be out of work,” 
Valdes explained to the Inqui 

Ina statement, Pira complained 
about the Insurance Commission's 
“tendency to issue directives with- 
cout consulting members of the in- 
surance industry" 

The group said many small and 
provincial agencies would be dis- 
enfranchised from the industry- 
with the new requirement. 

The Insurance Commission, re- 
sponding to Pia’ position, said tight- 
ening the solvency requirements was 
aimed at protecting consumers by en- 
suring that insurance firms were liq- 
uid enough to service daims. 

Insurance Commissioner Evange- 
line Escobillo said this was also a 
way to further develop the insurance 
industry and expand the market. 


NON-LIFE INSURANCE COMPA- 
nies have opposed a directive of 
the Insurance Commission that 
tightened its solvency require- 
ment, saying this could displace 
about 11,000 licensed individual 
sales agents from work. 

‘The Philippine Insurers and 
Reinsurers Association (Pira) is 
asking the commission to reconsid- 
era provision of Circular 27-2006, 
which requires insurance bro- 
kers/agents to secure surety bonds 
for their premium receivables. 

The bond's amount should be 
equivalent to 25 percent of col- 
lectible premiums, or P1.5 million, 
whichever is higher. 

Without a surety bond the 
amount of premium receivables 
would not be included in comput- 
ing the insurance firms assets. This 
could drag down their solvency lev- 
el, making it more difficult for in- 
surance firms to meet the govem- 
ments solvency ratio requirement. 

Mario Valdes, general manager 
Pra, said securing a bond froma 
surety company requires the post- 
ing of collateral. The amount of 


Republic of the Philippines: 
DEPARTMENT OF LABOR AND EMPLOYMENT 
National Capital Region 
DY Int! Bldg.. 1650 San Marcelino. 
cor. General Мамаг St, Malate, Manila 


NOTICE OF FILING OF APPLICATION/S 
FOR ALIEN EMPLOYMENT PERMIT/S (AEP/S) 


Notice is hereby given thal the following companies/employers have fled 
with this Regional Office applications for Allen Employment Permits: 


WORLDCASH, INC. 
ФЫ Yuchengeo Tower | 
RCBC Plaza, Ayala Ave. 
Makati Cty 


HARTE-HANKS PHILIPPINES, INC. 
AIF Market Market Mal, 

For Bonifacio Gbbal Ciy, 

Taguig Cty 
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DREAMPHIL SERVICES 
INCORPORATED 

ZIK Poari of me Orient В. 
1240 Roras Вм, Ermita, Manda 


PHILIPPINE MINING GROUP 
AND HOLDINGS, INC. 

Unt 1101. Tycoon Center, 

Poari Drive, Ortigas Center, Pasig Cty 


MANILA SEOUL WEEKLY 
INTERNATIONAL INCORPORATED 
1501 Centerport Bg, 
Meraco Ave, Pasig Cay 


FRESH W FAMOUS FOODS INC. 
айоо Рага, Emerald Ave 
Pasig Cay 


VELFOX MANUFACTURING CORP. 
1269 Amang Rodnguez Ave, 
Brgy. dela Paz, Pasig Cty 


KOMATSU ASIA & PACIFIC PTE. LTD. 
Unt W-33018, West Tower, 

Páppre Stock Exchange Center, 
Pasig Cay 


INTELUIRISK PHILIPPINES, INC 
ТЕ Tower 2, RCBC Plaza, 
6819 Ayala Avo. Makati Cy 


Deanna Darlene Deem 
Operations 


you have any information/objection to the abovementioned application/s. 
please communicate with the Regional Director. 


Boulevard, Manila For more 
Informatics, cati 3030364/ 3035922 


LOURDES M. TRASMONT] 
Regional Director f 
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Season for smuggling 


By Ernesto M. Ordonez are now easily detected, The DA 
and the BOC do this inspection 
‘without private sector involvement. 
During the June 2 raid, we in- 
formed Morales that in 2003, farmer 
leaders jointly inspected, with gov- 
emment personnel, the imported 

This is the time 


containers on а 
COMMENTARY 
when onion 


random basis. This 
provided а check 

smugglers are reborn after a year 

of hibernation, and when the 


and balance sys- 
tem for the government inspection, 

farmers fear the possible death of 

their industry. It is е time when 


and played a significant role in cut- 
ting the smuggling from 40 percent 
to less than 1 percent at that time. At 
the smugglers laugh and the 
farmers cry. 
last June 2, the opposite hap- 


the end of the raid, Morales commit- 
pened. Led by Agriculture Secretary 


ted to institute such a system. 
Alyansa Agrikultra leaders recom- 

Arthur Yap and Customs Commis- 

sioner Horacio Morales, and aided 


mended to take part in this random 
inspection are Rolly Manangan, 
Magtanggol Alvarez and Simya La- 
by Customs Director Jairus Pagun- gos for vegetables; Gregorio San 
talan and Intelligence Chief Fer- 
mandino Tuazon, а raid was con- 
ducted in two sites in Navotas. This 


Diego for poultry; Albert Lim for 
hogs and livestock; Jaime Tadeo for 

yielded 12 containers of smuggled 

onions from China worth P12 mil- 


rice; Butch Umengan for com; Arse- 
nio Tanchuling for fisheries, and Re- 
nato Florencio for fruits. 

lion. This time, the farmers laughed 

and the smugglers cried. 

The farmer leaders who partic- 
ipated in the raid came from the 
onion growing areas of Nueva 
Ecija. They were led by Alyansa 
Agrikultura leaders Rolly Manan- 
gan of the Кайрипап ng mga 
Samahang Magsisibuyas sa Nue- 
va Ecija (Kasamne) and Magtang- 
gol Alvarez of the Union of Onion 
Growers and Traders (Ugat). 

June and July are the peak har- 
vest months for onions in China. Iris 
during this time that there is an 
onion oversupply, which allows Chi- 
nese onions to land in Metro Manila 
at only P12 per kilo. Such onion im- 
pons are allowed in the Philippines, 
provided they are covered by appro- 
priate import permits. The permits 
аге necessary to ensure that the 
products are free of pests and dis- 
eases that endanger the consumers’ 
health and the local onion fields. 

‘Since the cost of imported onions 
is half the price of local onions dur- 
ing this season, massive smuggling 
takes place. Unfortunately, this hap- 
pens when we are also in an onion 
oversupply situation, thus driving 
the already low market price down 
further, causing massive losses for 
theonion farmers. 


"FOR EVERYTHING, THERE IS A 
season. A time to be born, and a 
time to die. A time to laugh, and a 
time tocry...” 

For smuggling onions, June to 
July is the season 
for smuggling. 


Inward-forward manifest 
‘An added mechanism that may 
be even more powerful than the 
joint inspection calls for the BOC to 
provide the DA and the DTI copies 
of the inward-forward manifest 
GEM) for agricultural and industri- 
al goods, respectively, This was 
done before, but was stopped 
when the Presidential Anti-Smug- 
gling Task Force was abolished in 
‘August 2004. Since then, only the 
BOC has had access to these ТЕМ». 
The IFM is a document that 
states the contents of imported 
cargo even before the cargo is un- 
loaded in our ports. If the DA and 
DTI have copies of these ІЕМ, 
they can take preventive action. 
Under a previous Customs ad- 
ministration, a congressional hear- 
ing on onion smuggling was held 
А subpoena was issued that result- 
ed in the submission of a list of all 
onion IFMs. It was discovered that 
many IFMs had onion shipments 
without import permits. Most of 
these were successfully smuggled 
into the country. Had these IFMs 
been provided to the DA with 
farmer support, this massive smug. 
gling would never have happened. 


Outlook 

With reforms such as those rec- 
ommended here, prospects for an- 
tismuggling success look promis- 
ing. With Morales and Yap sup- 
porting farmer participation in the 
anti-smuggling activities, with the 
proposed random inspection of 
imported cargo done jointly by the. 
farmers and government person- 
nel, and with copies of the IFMs 
being provided to DA, the smug- 
gling season not only for onions 
but also for other agricultural 
products may be a thing of the 
past. When that time comes, the 
farmers will laugh, and the smug- 
glers appropriately сту. 

(The author is the chair of Agri- 
watch and former Cabinet secretary 
for Presidential Flagship Programs 
‘and Projects. For inquiries e-mail 
agriwatchphil @ yahoo.com or 
telefax (02)852-2112. 
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Fastresponse 

Last May 22, at the regular bi- 
monthly Alyansa Agrikultura 
meeting with Sec. Yap, Kasamne 
vice chair Rudy Leones and United 
Broilers and Raisers Association 
(Ubra) president Gregorio San 
Diego asked the DA to support the 
farmers' anti-smuggling drive. 

Both Sec. Yap and Commission- 
er Morales should be commended 
because within two weeks, they 
showed swift action by catching 
onion smugglers in Navotas. 

Ideally, these smuggled contain- 
ers should have been apprehended 
before they lef the Customs territo- 
ту This is being done more often 
now, as the BOC just acquired 10 X- 
Tay machines that detect an import- 
ed containers contents without 
opening it. Thus, smuggled goods 
hidden at the back of a container 


Reput э ne Prone 
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 
Region X 
DIVISION OF MISAMIS OCCIDENTAL 
"Ostao St Poracon Orsquta Cy 
лә ө тештособетабврв бу p 
Fax o 86) 531-49 Tol No- (088) S512 33-0067 


Re-INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


The Department of Education, Division of Misamis Occidental, through 
lis Bids and Awards Committee (BAC), invites suppliers/manufacturers. 
distributorsicontractors to apply for eligiilty and to bid for the hereunder 
Project: 


NAME OF PROJECT Supply and Delivery of Elementary Tables 
and Chairs, Elementary & Secondary 
Armchairs, and Teachers Tables and 
Chairs 
Deped-Division of Misamis Occidental, 
Region X 
Php 12,993,000.00 
GOP, CY 2006 GA 
120 days from the date of acceptance of 
Notice to Proceed 
"Door-to-door" delivery to various 
reciplent schools 

Bidding wil be conducted through open competitive bidding procedures using 
non-discretionary pass/fail criteria as specified in he Implementing Rules and 
Regulations of FLA. 9184 known as the Government Procurement Reform Ac. 
andis resticted io organizations with at least sixty percent (60%) interests or 
outstanding capital stocks belonging to ciizens of he Philippines, as specified 
1а Republic Act 5183. Only Bids from Bidders who pass Пе eligbilty check 
wil De opened. The process for the eligibility check is described in Section 1, 
Instruction to Bidders of the Bidding Documents. 
‘The schedule of BAC activities are аз folows: 
[Activity Date 

1. issuance of Bid Documents | June 13-Але 25,2007 
2. PrebidConference June 25,2007 


LOCATION 

АВС & FUNDING SOURCE 
FUNDING SOURCE 
CONTRACT DURATION 


DELIVERY SITES 


Venue 

BAC Secetalofice 

NOPUSTA conlerence 

3. Deadline of Submission  MOPUSTA corren 
‘and Opening of Bids тол: 


A complete sat of Eligbity Requirements and Bid Documents wil be available 
only to prospective bidders from the BAC Secretariat office c/o Planning Office 
upon payment of а non-refundable amount of Php, 19,489.50 to the DepED 
Misamis Ocodental Division Cashier. The complete sealed envelopes will be 
‘brought during the opening of bids or be dropped in the bidding box placed in 
the Division Office lobby on or before July 12, 2007 at exacily 10:00 in the 
morning. LATE bids wil not be accepted. 


The DopED Misamis Occidental Division, reserves the right to accept ог 
reject any bid, ог ай bids and to annul the bidding process and reject all bids 
at any time prior to contract award, without thereby incurring any lability to 
the affected bidder or bidders and award the contract to any bidder whose 
proposal as determined by the BAC isthe most advantageous о the 
governmen 


“hay 12,2007 @ 800m. 


Approved by: 
(S94. REBONFAMIL R. BAGUIO 
OIC, Asst, Schools Омвоп Superintendent 
ВАС Chairperson 
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plans to become ‘mining country’ by 2010 


Mining seen accounting for 8.6% of RP exports 


ByAmyR.Remo went up to 4S per. ment Phils. Berong have been placed in generated with an ad- ^ " 

centlast year. Nickel Project of Atlas the local mining in- ditional 3,000 jobs mm 
THE PHILIPPINES  Atthispace thesec- Consolidated Mining dustry during the past projected for 2007, Oren nouer : P T 
can become а “min- tor was confident that and Development twoandahalfyearsof | Another 3000 ЁШ 4, 
ingcoumtry'by2010 the contribution would Corp.andlondon-ist the program. This is jobs are expected to be CCASHTERMS 
production of min. goupto&óperentby ed Toledo Mining projectedtoriseinthe added between 2008 т 
ils keeps growing 2010 when al the рї. Corp, on the other coming years with sig- and 2010, STUDENT 
at its current pace, ойу mining projects hand, juststarted com- nificant inflow antici- Taxes, fees and roy. 


Environment and start production. mercial production. pated in 2008 to akies from mining to- * RE ара сонро 
БӨ Resources The projections Те AdayCagdi- 2010,"headded. айай Р31 bilion, ПЛО" 5з1-2121з4-9921°531-13245534-0250 
Secretary Angelo T. were based on pro- snao-hndawa Projet Since the start of sightly higher than y 

Meveredyeserdey duction end exports of Suigao Integrated the revitalization pro- 20055 29 bilion, but (0920)950-4626*(0915)317-5553*(0920)911-0002 


‘With the continu- data of current pro- Resources Corp. is gram, around 6,500 more than double * Pag BG Housing Loan i * 
ing increase im pro- ducingminesandthe scheduled to start pro- new jobs have been 20025 P1.4 bilion. viv gueretcon* higgueienLcom. 


duction value, we are schedules set by the ducing late this year for 

optimistic on achiev- 24 priority minerals test shipment, while p 

ing a projected 8.6 development pro- the Didipio Copper | 
|; 


percent mining ex- jects. Project of OceanaGold 


SS, 
rts share to total "The growth in and the Masbate Gold V etrob, 
Po dem rr rue до ы тете Learn how to access the local bond таге еван 
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Reyes s already begun last sources Inc. plan to as an issuer or as an investor. Metrobank Card co, 


Based on a 2002 year as total exports produce by the second poration 


World Bank study, а ofmineral and miner- quarter of 2008. 

aʻmining country” if about $2.06 billion, per Project of Atlas è 

ithas а large domes- more than double Consolidated Mining | of a series of forums from the 

ing industry соп. said MGB Director stream by the fourth 

tributes at least 6 НогасіоС. Ramos. quarter of next year. 

ports. theexportsvalueofall Ramos also stressed Capital Markets Research Center ў РАР 3.000,000,000 
"The Mines and commodities, except the achievements of F | Titi taena 

had initially project- rocketed last year be- grum, particularly in 

ed that the mining cause of the countrys tems of | attracting 

year and 2.9 percent duction from existing "Two and half years X og 

in 2009. mines. into the govemments 

into the mining sec- of Coral Bay Nickel have made substantial 

tor the contribution Corp. and the Canaru- inroads,” Ramos said. 


country сап be called al products reached The Carmen Cop- | Come and join us in the second 
tic sector and its min- 20055 $820 million,’ Corp. is coming on 
i ©» ` (Дайте Holdings, 
£a х "as, Ín 
percent to total ex. Ramos added that — In his presentation, S 7 FMIC and UA&P d E 
у ме 
Geosciences Bureau for chromium, sky- the revitalization pro- j 
р 
sectors contribution improved production. some of the worlds | 2 z 
fo exports would hit Ramos also noted biggest mining players row 1 п W і е j 
only 2.8 percent next the increasing pro- to investin the county: А 
But because of the These include the revitalization program, 
influx of investments Palawan HPP Project we believe that we 
^e 
of the mining sector an Gold Project of TVI "А total of $694 14th of June 2007. 3:00 p m 
; 32 .m. 


to exports already Resources Develop- million in investments Э бу 
Ballroom, The Renaissance Makati City Hotel 
Forex reserves ... "та xo. 


make transactions, suchasimporta- prepaid $126 million worth of eae 
tion, M he rest ofthe world ital. Brady bonds that was scheduled ro Highlights 
so reflects the country’s ability to mature in June 2018, 1 
rotect із local currency from the Of the $25.8-billion GIR in the | 
eels effects of speculation five-month period, foreign invest- та Philippine CREE 
and a volatile foreign exchange ments accounted for the biggest | EE as the 
market, chunk with $21,99 billion. 1 1 eed 

The BSP said the latest GIR fg- — This marked а 2.6-percent in- Mr. Miyachi Masato 
шге was enough to accommodate crease from the $21429 billion і Head 
48 months worth of imported wonh of foreign investments | i Asian Bond Market Initiative. 
goodsand payments of servicos, recorded in April, and a 25.6-per- | i Asian Development Bank 

The GIR was also equivalent to cent rise from the $17,503 billion inf, 
5.1 times the сошитуз short-term May last year The Opportunities in The Challonges In The 
debr based on original marurity and The remainder of the GIR were | The Local Corporate Philippine Corporate 
2.7 times based on residual maturi- composed of gold and special draw- і Bond Markot, e. Bond Marl 
ty ing rights, i "Mr. с. 3 Ў 

Short-term debrbased on residu- Тһе government  armibuted Ё [оча Оза смо 
al maturity refers to outstanding ex- growth in foreign investments to i First Metro Investment University of Asia and 
temal debt with original marurity of improving macroeconomie funda- ў Corporation the Paci 
опе year ar less, plus principal pay- mentals, including the drop In the 
monis on medium- and longierm budget deficit, the lowdown in in- |: 1 
Jonns of the public and private sec- flaon and the rise in gross domes- [$ Panel of Discussants 
tors falling due within the next 12 tie product growth. à 
months, ‘The govemmen's defidt was | 

"The county still managed to trimmed to P64.8 billion last year à Atty. Jose Р. Aquino Atty. Jamos Н. Roldan Mr. Edwin B. Villanuova 
post record-high GIR in the first five бот P146.8 billion the previous 4 Director Assistant Commisioner Director | 
months of the yenr even after the усл; aided partly by tho risen rev- i Securities and Exchange Bureau of intemal Revenue Philippine Rating Services 
national government prepaid for- enue collection and by tight govern- |; 3 Commision Corporation 
elgn-currency denominated debts mont spending. ~ 
in April rhe RSP said, The economy as measured by ($ 

"The central bank prepaid $130 the country's gross domestic prod- К i 
million worth of debts, which was це, grew 69 percent in rhe first $ 1 Moderator. 
supposed to fall due only in Octo quarter, marking its strongest per- b Mr. Roborto Juanchito T. Dispo 
ber The national government also formance In 17 years, Executive Vice President 


First Metro Investment Corporaion 
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Shares close 1.1796 ... њен 
Some bargainchunting mid. traded bomwem 3,503.97 and Ё х у 
way through the session helped 3,570.47, The broader all-share in- adem зге CROs, 
trim the losses, with the rebound дох fell 23.08 points to 2,252.97. nent andi; 
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m Chinas stock markets also Declines led gains 65 to 51, 
helping calm Investor nerves, with 44 stocks unchanged. ES 
they said. Volume was 7.47 billion shares 

‘The composite index was down worth P5,68 billion ($123.1 mil- 
41.68 points at 3,5289 having lion). AFP 


a m 
keep in touch with thelr family and fiends all through the phone to Himalaya, It was so touching for me 
bo i eid ugh- the phano im bakoi fis m baby language ovat PHOTO BY DANNY HERMANOS 
Foe ree ik satelite phone was а vital commu- the phone. Those times played a big role in encourag- 
nication tool for us,” says Је, who was the first i dimh,” 


ing me cimb, Janet narrates, 

member of the team to reach the summit. "There were Janets husband Ricky and her mother Emelinda re- 
several times during the expedition when we were un- 

able to update our correspondents on the Tibet and 


Nepal Base Gamps because our radios coukl nor get a cumatawag 5) 
ign ie Sor Link poled us Gough,” sie erc "ij ora парт 
plained, Poe ae DL ка іад то, Ridy 

Neal, vios gin during her clin was her upto now T stl canit 
moder who passed Away з berg 
LAST MAY 16, HISTORY WAS MADE AS THREE ОО by her lade: durin the erpedtion Hg 
Pinays became the first Southeast Asian women tO торе with us and stayed at tie Nepal 
ити Mount Everest and the first women in the 
World to traverse the mountain Hom, the North 
Side to the South side. Plipinas Noelle Wenceslao, ite Everest 
Carina Dayondon, and Janet Belarmino certainly these new gadgets ond 
made our country proud as they overcame numer- Technology so was gool Yo beable to 
aus obstacles to ich tbe top of the gest пошт. lie phone dug joelle adds. shares, 7 s 
in on earth, Sı li 
"During thelr expedition, the three Pinays had to bear paion, d cla C PE nde Ead E B 
with the шов та eal dias of dhe Himaya me ire where ut theyre тог аг ай like Ever- Mid AMNES 
, tough tls, ferina. 10 have moun not at al 
Tote fom the physical challenges though, a Dig chal: sed Smart Link to cal her in Buk fe asm батта aw uten то many FIRST Southeast Aslan women on top of the 
Eg tg upg pa aceon wes er parea; wbo i yere wam ы who yee ale worl. From left Carina Dayondon, Мово 
loved ones. coverea дер plans of climbing Everest received from her w 
° The means of communication made available tothe her 13 siblings. ч е Wenceslao, Janet Belarmino. 
Web ME dy were at Everest wes the Smart ШК taying Smart Link made me feel close tohome Ig termined 
еше phone a Satelite based service that provides just a few seconds, 1 was able to talk to my family” diam of conquering Mount Everest "Which s why we 
incoming and outgoing voice services in areas without Shares Carina. believe Smart Link was an important instrument in our 
landline and cellular access, Smart Link was Used to Janet had jus given birth to her firstborn son Hi- oie succeeded not because were expedition, because it alowed us to stay connected to 
maintain close coordination between the giris and heir malaya when she left to fulfil her dream to summit strong. i team, people back home.” 
Afferent base camps, considering the team’s complicat- Моши Everest, He was only two months old then; i уз. and vere зше of our loved ones full su 
ed logistics that required them to update base Camps was really tough for me to leave,” she admits. i sphasized that way before we left for Everest, but to actus 
Fom bon the Nepal and ТЬе side Aside fom ing Брештане аша the hole Жору 
nan rdinat ‘Serdenia using Smart to check on i encouragement of words of encouragement... it 
different base camps, the giris were glad to be able to T remember how Td ask my husband to give thei back: they pursued their pounds 


бСаһ through ВРІ” 


GCash, the pioneer of M-COMMERCE, expands its reach through BPI, 
1 the pioneer in АТМ and MOBILE BANKING! 


Now with GCash, through BPI Express Mobile, moving your money is convenient, safe, 
and easy! With just your mobile phone, you can transfer funds from your ВР! current or 
savings account and move it to your GCash wallet (cash-in) and also be able to transfer 
funds from your GCash wallet to your BPI account for withdrawal from any BPI ATM 
(cash-out). So now the convenience of sending cash, settling your bills, or loading your 
phone through GCash just got faster, stronger, and easier with BPI! 


Ready cash is fast and convenient with GCash & you! 


Call 2882 for more info. 


ang lakas mo sa G 


TM 
А 
ы Ь е 
* x 


"l've always wanted to have the money in my GCash more accessible!" 


Now, moving your money from your ВР! account to your GCash wallet (cash-in) and transferring cash from 
your GCash wallet to your BPI account (cash-out) has never been so easy! 


1 ONE-TIME GCASH REGISTRATION 2 ENROLL IN ВРІ EXPRESS MOBILE 3 TRANSFER MONEY TO YOUR — 
Register via text: E GCASH WALLET € 
~, Text REG«space»4-digit PIN/ Enroll through your 
Д, monere тпа nrw branch of account * Go To My Favorites A 
or through BPI : in Globe Svcs« Menu 
Express Online | Ж. r. * Select BPI Mobile if 
s *Select GCash Transfer 
* Select Bank to GCash 


* Bank charges apply 


Once registered, you can send cash, reload your phone, or pay your bills anytime, anywhere! With the power 
of BPI, you'll always have money in your GCash wallet readily available! 


_є WITHDRAW CASH 

ү SEND GCASH FROM PHONE TO PHONE FROM THE ВРІ ATM BUY каш USING GCASH 

FARI text: 

Dd M LOAD«space»AMOUNT«space» 

4-DIGIT PIN and send to 2882 
(for self) or 2882+10 digit Globe 

or TM celiphone number 
of the recipient 
Fors For othors 


= г ч [ 4 = 
Transfer your money [оо [LOAD May 10% REBATE 
Key te from your GCash wallet 500 1234 t ka pal 
AMOUNT<space>PIN<space>optional to your BPI account for = 2 >ч 
70-CHARACTER MESSAGE and send withdrawal anytime, BEND TO 2008 ,, SEND TO 
to 2882 « 10-digit Globe or TM cellphone anywhere, 20020171234007 
number of the recipient AVAILABLE AMOUNTS: 

* Bank charges apply 10-25* P50 + P75 * P100 * P125- + P150 * P300 + P500 - P1000 


Call 2882 for more information. 
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PSALM expects high bids for Masinloc 


By Abigail L. Ho 


POWER SECTOR ASSETS AND LIABILI- 
ties Management Corp. expects to 
fetch high bids for the 600-megawatt 
(MW) Masinloc coal-fired power facili- 
ty in Zambales, with 265 MW of the 
plant’s capacity now covered by power 
supply contracts. 

In an interview with reporters yester- 
day, PSALM president and chief execu- 
tive Jose Ibazeta said the reserve or floor 
price for the plant would most likely go 
up since 41 percent of its dependable ca- 
pacity now have a sure market. 

He declined to reveal the reserve 
price for the plant, however, so as not 
to affect the bids that would be sub- 


Inclusion of power supply deal 
makes asset more attractive 


mitted in the July 26 auction. 

Right now, he said there were still 20 
entities interested in bidding for the 
Masinloc plant. 

By July 26, he said PSALM hoped to 
get between eight and 12 bids, as some 
of the 20 interested parties would likely 
band together to form consortia that 
could submit stronger offers. 

With 265 MW of supply contracts in 
place, he said it was highly probable that 
the Masinloc plant would fetch as much 


asitdid, or even higher, when it was first 
sold to YNN Pacific Consortium Inc. for 
$561.7 million three years ago. 

Earlier attempts to privatize Masinloc 
and the 600-MW Calaca coal-fired pow- 
er plant—both considered big-ticket 
items—failed because of the lack of 
power supply contracts assigned to 
them. 

These contracts will assure winning 
bidders of a ready market for the power 
that the plants will generate. 


Although the Masinloc plant was 
won by YNN earlier, the sale did not 
materialize as the group failed to 
cough up the required 40-percent up- 
front payment for the plant. This ге- 
sulted in the termination of the con- 
sortium's asset purchase agreement 
with PSALM. 

YNN even got another entity, 
Malaysia's Кап Berhad, to help it 
raise the money for the down pay- 
‘ment. But the cash was not released 
due to the absence of a supply con- 
tract attached to the plant. 

With the supply contract problem now 
resolved, Ibazeta expressed confidence 
that the sale of the Masinloc plant would 
finally be completed this time around. 


Indonesia assures RP clients steady coal supply 


— 


THIRD double hl double bottom vessel commisionsd by the ol rm. 


Petron steps up 
product transport 


safety program 


PETRON CORP RECENTLY 
commissioned the third of the 
nine double-hull, double-bot- 
tom vessels that it intended to 
tap between 2005 and 2008 
under its Shipping Alliance 
Project. 

‘The vessel, M/T Petro Anica, 
was launched recently and is 
now on its maiden voyage. It is 
owned by Seatrans Corp., a 
subsidiary of the  Petrolif 
Group of Companies, with 


low only these types of ой 
“We will even be ahead о 


ganization's (IMO) 2010 dead- 
line for international tankers 
carrying persistent oil to com- 
ply with the double-hull, dou- 
ble-bottom requirement,” An- 


Council. 


il 


tankers to ply domestic routes. 


f 


the International Maritime Or- 


tiporta said in a presentation 
during a recent meeting of the 
National Disaster Coordinating 


DESPITE AN INFLUX OF ORDERS FROM 
coal buyers in China and India, the Indone- 
sian government has vowed to fulfill its exist- 
ing contracts with Philippine customers, even 
committing to open new coal areas from 
where the Philippines can source its coal 
requirements. 

Energy Secretary Raphael Lotilla said 
Indonesian Minister of Energy and Miner- 
al Resources Purnomo Yusgiantoro him- 
self had given this commitment, consider- 
ing the Philippines’ record of being a reli- 
able and stable customer of Indonesian 
coal firms. 

“I earlier brought up our concerns that (In- 
donesian coal suppliers) might renege on 
their contracts with Philippine customers be- 
cause they were being offered long-term con- 
tracts at higher prices by buyers from China 
and India," he related. 

"But Purnomo gave the assurance that 
notwithstanding the entry of Chinese and In- 
dian coal buyers, Indonesian coal firms will 
not renege on existing contracts with Philip- 
pine customers. In fact, they'll be making 
available new coal sources in Kalimantan for 
Philippine customers," he said. 

Не added that the Indonesian government 


had also expressed interest in amending a 
memorandum of understanding on coal that 
the governments of the two countries signed 
three years ago. 

In an earlier interview, Energy Undersecre- 
tary Guillermo Balce said the government, 
through the Department of Energy, would 
pursue a government-to-government long- 
term coal supply deal with Indonesia to meet. 
the coal requirements of National Power 
Corp. and other local entities. 

Та government-to-government agreement 
could not be achieved, he said another option 
would be for the DOE to strike deals with In- 
donesian national coal company PT Bukit 
Asam. 

The Indonesian government-owned coal 
firm could also enter into supply agreements 
with private coal companies in Indonesia, if it 
did not have excess supply to sell to the 
Philippines, he said. 

The coal supply that it would secure via 
those contracts could be pooled and sold to 
the Philippines, he added. 

‘The country relies on China, Indonesia and 
‘Australia for its coal requirements as local 
mines cannot produce enough to meet do- 
mestic demand. Abigail L. Ho 


CebuPac passenger traffic up 89% 


grew 68 percent from 
million to 3.83 
million this year. 
International op- 
erations expanded 
534 percent from 
106,262 to 674,047 
passengers. 
“We are very hap- 
py to see that we've 


By Riza T. Olchondra 


BUDGET AIRLINE 
Cebu Pacific said its 
passenger traffic 
grew by 89 percent 
during а 12-month 
period that ended 
May 31, 2007. 

In a statement, 


work and offer 
more seats at lower 
fares. Cebu Pacific 
said it is expecting 
tocarry more than 5 
million passengers 
this year and 10 
million by 2013. 


and product. 

Cebu Pacific's do- 
mestic seat capacity 
grew 50 percent 
during the 12 
month period from 
year-ago level. 

It carried about 
520,000 passengers 


199 
Norwegian firm 
to put up training 
center in Subic 


By Riza T. Olchondra 


NORWAY'S ODFJELL ASA, A LEADING 
global shipper of chemicals and other special- 
ty bulk liquids, will soon put up a maritime 
training center at the Subic Freeport, Subic 
Bay Metropolitan Authority (SBMA) Chair Fe- 
liciano G. Salonga said in a statement. 

Salonga said Odfjell would spend $15,000 to 
put up the training center in Subic. 

The firm owns and operates a fleet of 123 
ships and new buildings with capacity of 3.4 
million dead weight tons (DWT). It has whol- 
ly owned tank terminals in Rotterdam and 
Houston, as well as partially owned terminals 
in Singapore, Korea and China. Its crew will 
be trained at the Subic facility. 

"This project is timely as we promote the 
competitiveness and productivity of the mar- 
itime industry in Subic Bay which is becoming a. 
place for maritime and naval exercises for for- 
eign and domestic seafarers,” Salonga said. 

Other maritime-related training schools in 
Subic are the International Development and. 
Environmental Shipping School, Maritime; 
Center Subic, and the Hanjin Skills Developz- 
ment Center for shipbuilding workers of the 
Hanjin Heavy Industries Corp. 


Phoenix expands 
retail network 


By Elizabeth S. Lacson 


DAVAO-BASED PHOENIX PETROLEUM: 
Philippines Inc. plans to expand its retail зег-: 
vice stations to 140 by 2010 as.it aims to b: 
come a major oil player. 

Company president Dennis Uy said that for: 
this year alone, Phoenix intended to increase 
its retail stations by another 25 to 30. 2 

Each retail station costs $3 million. The ex: 
pansion will be funded by Phoenix and poten“: 
tial franchise holders. 

Phoenix is engaged in the trading of refined 
petroleum products and the operation of oil 
depots and storage facilities south of the 
Philippines. Its products and services are dis- 
tributed under the “Phoenix Fuels Life” brand. 

Phoenix opened its first gas station in June 
2005 in Davao del Sur. It now has more than 
20 retail service stations. By end-2007, 30 
more will be added. 

Petroterminals Philippines Corp., a sub- 
sidiary of Phoenix, said a 3.5-hectare proper- 
ty in the Batangas Union Industrial Park 
would house a depot and distribution termi- 
nal for Phoenix petroleum products. 


in May 2007, the 
highest the airline 
hasever carried since 
it started operation 
in 1996. 

lyog added that 
with the arrival of 
another Airbus air- 
craft late this year, 
the airline will be 
able to add more ca- 
pacity into its net- 


‘whom Petron has a long-term 
contract. 

Petron's Shipping Alliance 
Project, according to company 
vice president for supply and 
operations Felimon Antiporda, 
isa program to enhance safety 
in the transport of oil products 
to Petron’s storage facilities 
throughout the country. It in- 
volves the commissioning of 


Cebu Pacific, which 
is owned by the 
Gokongwei family, 
said its passenger 
carriage rose from 
2.38 million June 
2005 to May 2006 
to 45 million for 
June 2006 to May 
2007. 
Domestic 


been giving more 
people the opportu- 
nity to travel by air 
with our very low 
fares and our con- 
tinued domestic 
and international 
expansion,” said 
Candice Iyog, Cebu 
Pacific vice presi- 
dent for marketing 


He said Petron had so far 
awarded contracts for these 
types of vessels to four ship- 
ping companies under the pro- 
ject. The first vessel was inau- 
gurated in April 2005, fol- 
lowed by the second in August 
2006. The third vessel, M/T 
Petro Anica, is a next-genera- 
tion ой tanker equipped with 


| Philippine Economic Zone Authority 
Т2 Ronas Bodo сотни San Lus Sues. Pasay Сау. Meto Mani, Phigpnes. 
ДВ ID ish Fest 2 и 
Lut пира gov gh West: we pera ред! 

INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 
Security Services Requirement of PEZA 
(PEZA-HO-2007-04) 

The PHILIPPINE ECONOMIC ZONE AUTHORITY (РЕТ). through ts Corporate 
Operating Budget forte CY 2007 intends о apply he sum oi P 35, 50,660.00 being 
the Approved Budget er he Contract (ABC) 1o payments under he conac lor the 
Secoiy Servicos Requremen ol PELA. Bids received п excess ol he ABC sal be 
automaticaly jected at Ва opening: 

traffic 


advanced fire-fighting and life- 
saving systems. 

"It exceeds Marina require- 
ments for local vessels,” An- 
tiporta said. 


nine double-hull, double-bot- 
tom vessels by 2006, which is 
in line with the Maritime In- 
dustry Authority's plan to al- 


NATIONAL FOOD AUTHORITY 
Regional Office 6 - Tolo Ciy 


INUITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


Repair of Perimeter Fence 

The NATIONAL FOOD AUTHORITY, Regional Office 6, rough їз Bids and Awards 

Commitee (BAC) invites contractors registered and classiied by the Philippine 

Gontraciors Accrediston Board (PCAB) о apply fr elgiblty and И found ви. 

to bid for tho hereunder contract 

Мате of Contract Repair of Perimeler Fence 

Locaton. NFA, Jaro. lo City 

Brie! Description Repair of Perimeter Fence and Land Development 

Approved Budget or 

{fe Contract (ASC) Two Mion Three Hundred Fify Four Thousand Six 

Huncred Twenty Eight Pesos & 63/100 (P2.354,678.63) 

Contract uration Nine (90) calendar days 

Prospective Bidders shouid possess a valid PCAB icense and have completed а 

Emir contact with a value of at least 50% of he АВС of the project io be bid. Or 

În teu of the single larges coniraci, potential bidders should have at laes thes (3) 

Gompletad similar contracts in the aggregate amount at at least 50% of the ABC lo 

бе bid, provided iat Ine largest of hase simiar coniracis must be at least 25% of 

the АВС, and the bidder has beon in enstonce for at least 3 years prior to posting of 

Ins IAEB. Further, prospective bidder should have kay personnel and equipment 

listed in the Eigbity Forms) avalabe fr the prosecution of the contract. The BAC 

(til use non-diserationary равала! cera in the Емуыну Check/Screening as weil 

2з the Preliminary Examination of Bids. The BAC wil conduct post-qualication of 

the lowest calculaod bid 

‘Atparticulas relative to Elit Statement and Screening. Bid Securly Performance 

®египу. Ре Ваго Conference, Evaluation of Bids, Pos-Quelficston and Award 

of Comract shall be governed by the pertinent provisions of RA 9184 and Its 

{implementing Rules and Regulations (IRR). 

The schedule of ВАС activiles is as flows: 
BAC ACTIVITIES 

Receipt from prospecve bidders of 

Letters of Intent (LOI) пошто 

‘Applicaton for Elgblly 

2. issuance of Еау Forms. 

3 Receipt of Elgbity Requirements 

4. Rones of Results of Elgbüty Check 

5 Issuance of Bid Documents 

6 рте Ви Conference үз 2007 м 

Т. Receipt and Opening of Bids уз. ют М 

The BAC wil ваше lo prospective bidders ЕЗОБМу Forms at Natonal Food Authority. 

Toto Regonal Otice, 2I Jaro, lodo СПУ. upon their submission of a LOI. and upon. 

ihe payment ol a non-relundable amount of Two Thousand Pesos (P2.000 00) to 

the NFA Cashier. Prospectve bidders shal submit the Ebgibity Renurements to 
BAC at the seid address. They may also obtain the results of the Elgbilty 

Check by the BAC at he same address. 

The ВАС wil issue Bidding Documents only to bidders declared by the BAC io be 

чөе for bing upon payment o a nonrefundable amount of THREE THOUSAND. 

PESOS (P3 00 00) to the NFA Cashier. 

The NATIONAL FOOD AUTHORITY, Raglonal Осе 6 assumes no responsibilty 

Whaiscever to compensate or indemnly bidders for any expenses Incurred in the 

Preparation of Inr bids 


oare TwE 


tune 11-15, 2007 
‘Kine 11-15, 2007 
‘dune 21, 2007 
"lone 28, 2007 
"June 26°29, 2007 


влм-5Рм 
ВАМ-5РМ 


Approved by 


(God) VILMA H. ZARRAGA 
ВАС Chavperson 
СҮЛ 


маупйа, Pilipinas 
BIDS AND AWARDS COMMITTEE 
INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


The Bardo Ser ng Pinas. Eve ts Bs and Ards Commitee (BAC). tes suppers! 
азайсын bars 1o app lt ebay and io der he hereunder pec 


Tare їка 
васта | 
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Conpitin Perot Fer BSP Terms ol Rare 


Prospece bidders уза nave undertaken at ег ree (3) competed эм coran wai De 
[Sse] years (2002 to pese, пап an agregte amount а ег 50% 0 те ABC ol a otto 
ebd cre Gf маен costs at ess 25 d те ABC. Pospeco bidders for several is snd have 
idealen a estive б) сотен Salar Consacs wann те aste (S) years (2002 1o peser 
teh эл aggregate ammount d a cast S0 le b d те highest ABC. ane wich coss a est 
Pike sos ABC. The Eighety CecuScionng as wea e Рагу Examination d 805 
‘Sal ese on dscctonay posse слепа Pos qualicaton ie mes caute bd sha be 
pr 

‘Aiport eave to igit Sistemen ond Screening Ви Securty. Pelrmance Sec Ре. 
Блазе) Eva d Ds. Роз Озайсават and Award o Conc she governed 
byte релеп prorsns d КА 318! ad s ingemenzng les and арлот ORR 

The couplet эгем of acies sed. эз flows: 

Aces 
Бооке ва осет 
Pre Ba Conference 
‘Spang i Bs 
гла 
Post азайса 
ce ard 


Bd Documents wt be ase су авес upon parent d a ron that maur 
{item P3,800.00; em 2 P0,000.00; nem 3 P2,100.00; em t P3,500.00; end teme S P7,900.00 
ove 63? Села. 

The BSP assumes no responststty mhatsoever compensate or demnfy нз ior any expenses 
creto ne prepararon d ne >а 

The BSP reserves he rci tree элу an ali proposals or decre e bóng a laor, or not 
эуре contact od makes fo assurance а а стас hal be оленей o a5 a reu tS 


Ex 
Sung S дие 707 
ale 207.950 AML 
TEM A, ZOOP M 


перепел 
SERT Ae RA Na BIA вис 10 Jar 20 


(Sod JUAN DE ZUÑIGA, JR. 
Charman 


ETE 


The PEZA now ines Bids fom ке Bidders to provide the folowing number of 
Security Guards: 

National Capka Region Е 

m 

Regon IV- Growth Coridor Area 23 

Regon V — Growth Coridor Area | 86 

Regon Extended Mato Area 31 
Delivery of the GOODS ts requed for one (1) year. The description ol an eiie Bidder 
is conàned in Section ol tho Bidding Documents, ITB. 
Bing wil be conducted trough open competitive bidding procodures using non- 
Sscrcuonary passt стела as spectied inthe Implementing Rules and Regulations 
Part A (RELAY of Republic Act $184 (R.A. S184) ofonvise known as the "Government 
Procurement Reform Ac. and is resrced to Flipina ciizenssole proprietorships, 
Organizations with atleast sity percent (60%) interest ог outstanding capial stock 
Belonging to ciizens ofthe Phappines an to ciizens or organizations ol a country the 
lows or regulations of which gran sidar ight or privileges to Flipno ctzens pursuant 
1o Repub Аа 5183 (RA. 5183) and subject to Commonweath Act 138 (САА. 138) 
Oriy Bs rom Bidders who pass he egy check wil be opened. The processor the 
узшу check is deserted n Section Io the Bdóng Documents, ТВ. The bidder wih. 
the Lowest Calculated Bd (LCB) shal advance o he osl-quaiication stage m order to 
finaly determine responsweness of te bd 1 technical and financial requremenls of 
the pec. The contac shal then be awarded to the Lowest Calculated and Responsive. 
Bier (. СЕВ) who was determined as such during the post-quaiication procedure. 
Prospective bidders must have 2 minimum of five (5) years expenence in providing 
Securty services and should have experience in undertaking a single similar projet 
"min fe last бие (S) years with an amount of a least 50% of the ABC. 
Bidders should not have exsing secrly services contract with any of PEZAS locators 
lo avoid confi feres 
In ation, bidders ust have fled iei latest annual income and business tax returns 
(VAT andor Percentage Taxes covering si (6) monis mmedaely prior othe submission 
Af bids] via ine Сесгопе ing and Payment System (eFPS) о the Bureau of пета! 
Revenue 
Interested bidders may obtain ther information from the PEZA and inspect the Bidding 
documents atthe address given below Коп 8:00am. to $00 pm., Mondays о Fridays. 
A compete se of Bidding Documents may be inspected and purchased by interested 
‘Bidders кот 08 to 15 June 2007, Mondays о Fridays. 800 алп. to $00 pom. at the 
arces below ond upon payment of nonrefundable fe in the amount of Twenty 
Thousand Pesos Oniy (P20.00000) and submission of а сепа copy oftheir Phi 
GEPS Regstaton Cerificate. The method of payment wil be cash basis опу. The 
Bóng Documents shal be received personally by the prospective Bidder or his 
authoraed representative 
The PEZA wil hoi a Pre-Bid Conference open to allineresied parties on 19 June 2007, 
200 p aithe 6h Foor, Socal Hal, PEZA Bulking, Roxas Boulevard corer San Luis 
SL, Pasay Cty. 
‘Bids and eighty requirements most be delivered to the adress below on or before 
7100 ал, of 05 July 2001. А Bids must be accompanied by a Bi security in the om. 
Ж GSIS Surety Sond in the amount of по less Пап 2.5% o the ABC or m the form of 
ash, cred check, cashier's cec, bank Фай ог irevocale lee сі cedi in the 
mount c not less than 7% a he ABC. Late Bids shall по be accepted 
"Bid opening sal be on 05 July 207, 200 pam. a the Gh Flor Social Hall. PEZA Bá 
Rosas Bhd. came: San Luis St Pasay Cty Bids wil be opened inte presence ol the 
ers regresenatves who choose lo attend. 
In сазо any of the above datas is declared a special non-working holiday, t wit 
‘automatically be eso on to nex warking day. 
‘The PEZA reserves the right to accept any Bid, to annul the bidding process and to 
{ejecta ds at any ine pror to contra award, wihou hereby ncumg any Habit o. 
the alloted бо or Bidders. 

Piipine Economic Zone Authority 

Bs and Awards Commalee Secretariat 

УЕ PEZA Bulóng, Roxas Boulevard comer San Ш 51, Pasay City 

Та. No. 891-6444 1 Teatan No. 551-9587 

emak: paa. bac sectaraté yahoo com 

Website: vi pora gos ph 

‘THE CHAIRMAN 
Bids & Awards Commatee 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER. 


CLASSIFIEDS et ,, FRIDAY, JUNE 8, 2007 


FOR IMMEDIATE HIRING 
SKILLED WORKER & OPERATOR 
Two (2) Civil Engineer Two (2) Rigger 
Two (2) Crane Operator One (1) Forklift Operator 

‘QUALIFICATIONS: 
Malo (at leas 2-45 years old) 
Hardworking 
Witra postive outlook towards industry work 
Necessary wth experience 
Сал speak and understand Engish 


TF YOU THINK YOU ARE QUALIFIED, CAPABLE TO DO THE JOB, WILLING TO 
WORK WITH US AT Rosario Cavite, Economic Zone or Taguig, 
Metro Manila AND BE A PART OF OUR GROWING AND COMPETITIVE 
"COMPANY, KINDLY BRING YOUR SIO-DATARESUME AT: 

Majestic Technical з Development and Landscape Corporation 
located at LOT 38 MALUNGGAY ST., FTI COMPLEX, TAGUIG, 
'METRO MANILA or you may сай SIMON or BONG at 
MTSDLC main Ine (02) 897-9788  Trunkline # (02) 837-2438 
ла (02) 837-9246 
етей: МОТ @hrd-s.com 


EPOCH PROPERTIES INC. with TIERRA 
INTERNATIONAL CONSTRUCTION 


CORPORATION 
LUXURY UNITS Starting at 


FOR SALE 
(Last 5 Units) Php 3.9M + VAT 


GATED COMMUNITY TOWNHOUSES! 
SPECIAL OPEN HOUSE 
ON JUNE 09, 2007 
% Enjoy the luxury of living in the heart of 
Quezon City in brand new 3 & 4 bedroom units 
110-210 Sq.m. 


(Just follow the signs off MINDANAO AVE) 
www .jubileevillas.com.ph 
Tel: 454-1862/ 844-3343/ 844-6147 

HLURB License to 501404012 
All Brokers are invited 


METRO ILOILO WATER DISTRICT 
Bonifacio Drive, lllo City 
Tel. Nos. (093) 337-4744; 337-8482: 337-3235 
(033) 337-3246; 337-3272; 335-0147 
" Fax No. (033) 336-6538 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


The Metro lolo Water District (MIWD), through ls Bs and Awards Commitee 
(BAC), Invias quale bidders о apply ог eigblit and 1o bid for tha оомо 
сова: 


T сагата Tier 
ed 
mm 


pe 


rel 
mem emen 
"Supply and Detvery 

cl UPVC Pes. 

‘Supply and Deivery 

of Vanous Figs. 

‘Supply and Deilvery o Morar 
ned Stoo! Pipe. 


P 91000000 | P250000 | 0о% 


P 305000000 | Р150000 | socds 


P жоою|р 75000 | socds | 


Prospective bidders should have the experience In undertaking а similar contract 
thine last two years with an amount o 80% of Ina proposed contract or bidding. 
‘The Engoriny Cneck'Screening ав wal as пе Preliminary Examination ol 8s shall 
Use non discretionary раввлаіг стега. Posi-qualiicanon о! пе lowest calculated 
bie shal be conducted accordingly. 


АИ particulars relative lo Eligibilly Statement and Screening, Bid Security. 
Performance Security, Pre-Bid Conference(s). Evaluation ol Bids, Post 
Ошайсайоп апа Award o! Contract shal be governed by the parinent provisions 
SIRALA 8184 and its Implementing Aules and Regulations-A (IRR-A) 

Bid Documents and additional information may be obtained et те BAC Secretariat. 
Second Floor oí the MIWD Вико, Bonifacio Driva, lolo Cl. 


‘The schedule o procurement actives ls аз follows: 


ВАС ACTIVES 
1. Adverisomont 

2. Issuance of Bid Documents 

3. Pre-Bid Conference 

4. Deadline of Submission of Bids 
5 Opening of Bids y 13, 2007, 9:00 AM 
The ММО BAC reserves the igh to accept or rect any or all bids, to маме minor 
nlormahty in ha bids racavod, сесте a fature of bidding for any ізбес and 

fo ground, and о award tne contracto ne bidder whose bid, as evaluated 
\ most advantageous to ho District 


Approved by 


(Sod) MARY JEANNE М. VILLAGRACIA 
(Слан. Bids and Awards Committee 


SCHEDULE 
une 8-14, 2007 
‘June 18-27, 2007 
"une 28, 2007, 2:00 PM 
`му 13, 2007, 8.00 AM 


For your Classified and Obituary Ads please call 637-2008 


f BERNARDO D. HENSON 


“Narding” 


peacefully passed away 
in the Grace of our Lord on June 3, 2007 
at the age of 83 in California, U.S.A. 


His loving wife, Glorietta P. Henson; his children 
Baby-ry, Guill, Willie, Albert, and Maita (1); his 
sisters, Marcelina H. Tiongson, Modesta H. 
Nepomuceno, and Nicanora H. Vargas; and 
brother, Francisco D. Henson (1), other relatives 
and friends request the readers to pray for the 
eternal repose and happiness of his soul. 


Ри Е PHILIPPINE RICE RESEARCH INSTITUTE 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 
The Philippine Rice Research Instiue (РА), trough s Bids and Awards Commitee 
(ВАС), invtes contractors registered wih and classified by the Phllppine Contrctors 
Accrediaon Board (PCAB) lo apply for elgbity and 1 found elgbl, to bid for the 
hereunder: 

Conversion of PhiRice-Los Baños Warehouse to Seed 
Processing and Storage Расу 

PhilRlee-Los Baños, UPLB Campus, Los Baños, Leguna 
345 Sq Миз. total floor area 


Php з 
120 Calendar Deys 
Prospective bidders shoul possess a veld PCAB License applica lo be contract, have 
Сое а inlay contact wh a vus of alles 50% cl e ABC, and have key personne 
andequoneni ited п ге Expy Fors avalabie inte execon o! e сува, Tha 
ВАС will use non-discretonary pass/fail criteria in the Eligibiity Check/Screening as weil 
as the Preliminary Examination of Bids. The BAC wi conduct post-qualiication of the 
fewest eatvated be 
M ралды relative 1 Egby Statement and Screening, Bi Securty, Performance 
Seta, Рта Вава Conference, Eveuaton of Bs, Post Quiicaon end Award ol 
Contac sna be governed by he perna provisions o! АА S184 and ts Implementing 
Files and Reguiaton (FR). 
The schade of BAC acis is as olows: 
[ ВАС Ratios 
Taal rm prospect өбө Lars drin 
(LO) келдг Apgicaten for bit 
Issuance of gel Forms 
Яесерл э Eqo Reno 
Notice of Resuts о долу Crack 
"essence of Be Documents 
& pretii Совете EEDE 
| [Ea — and Opening oT Bs 17 ly 207 
“The BAC өй evs ю prospectve Gre Eg Forms al Physical Pant Division 
{PPO}, PiPce-CES upon her submission of a LOI, and upon mer payment of а non- 
{табе amount ol Php 200.00 o he Pace Cash. Prospective bidders shal submit 
the Eigosiy Requremerts io те BAC al Ре sed address. Tey may aiso obiain fa 
Tesuls lhe дову Check by Те BAC a th same address. 
“The BAC ий issue Biking Documents олу ю bidders declared bythe BAC tobe el 
| ernieg non pamatlarenctrate smonta PHP 00004 т] 
тесе 
PHIFico assumes no responsi whatsoever 1o compensate cr indemnly bidders or 
any expenses icared in te preparato cl ei bids. 
PhiPice reserves е ight o accept or reject any Bid, and to anna the ing proces 
rd reject a cs at any mo рог contract wed, мом ary incuing any Fabi 
® ге iacta Beer о Balders 


Schedule 
T8 June 2007 


Тале 2007 
21 June 2007 
28 June 2007 
28 June 2007 


Approved by: 
(S93) LEO C. JAVIER 
ВАС Chairman 


РА „листин 
ep 
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SUMMONS 
MS. EDNA T. BELTRAN 
GREETINGS: 

You arc hereby required to flle within fifteen (15) days from the 
date of publication of this Summons with the Office of the Clerk of 
the Commission, 12th Floor. SSS (Makati) Building. 6782 Ayala 
‘Avenue corner Rufino Street (formerly Herrera Street), Макаш City, 
your Answer to the Petition for benefits accruing from the death of 
555 member Roger Reyes. 

You are further required to serve a copy of your Answer upon 
the petitioner through her counsel, Ашу. Geraldine В. Sabellano at 
the Public Attorney's Office, Makati District. Ground Floor. Gusali ng 
Katarungan. 2228 F. Zobel Street, Макаи City, and upon the 888 
through the Senior Vice-President, Legal and Collection, East Avenue, 
Diliman, Quezon City 

Ifyou fall to answer within the time prescribed above. the Hearing 
Commissioner, may upon motion of the petitioner or motuproprio. 
declare you in default and shall forthwith proceed to receive the 
petitioner's evidence ex-parte and thereafter recommend to the 
Commission either the granting or denial of the petition as the 
evidence may warrant 
ЗО ORDERED 
Makati City. Philippines, April 17, 2007. 


SOCIAL SECURITY COMMISSION 


55C Case No. 8-16990-06 


(pi et 20) 


тетте 
PAWN'BUY'SELL 


WATCHES 


Jewelry & Diamonds 
BEST APPRAISAL. 
Secondo богата 1 
Tes 894-0282 
‘Agencia de Makati 
“Toe 8897956 


NOTICE 


Notice is hereby given that PHIL. BXT CORP 
is applying for registration with the Board of 
Investments (B01) as new operator of tourist 
accommodation facilities (Class “ААА 
Resort”) on a Pioneer status, with project site 
located at M.L. Quezon Highway, Barangay 
Maribago, Lapu-lapu City, Cebu. 
Any person with valid objection/s on the 
above-mentioned project may file his/her 
bjection in writing, underoath, withthe Bot | ШЕТТЕТУ 
within three (3) days from the date of this | E3401 M 29,4 
ast SEWELRY 
(Sgd.) RUDY B. CARA DIAMONDS 
Director EST PRICE 
Project Evaluation and Registration SPOT CASH 
Department 


341572 
(POL - June 8, 2007) сита 


OBITUARIES | 


rcp c 
* FELISA BONDOC 
VDA DE CANLAS 


(1917 - 2007) 
Widow of Antonio Т. Canlas 
of Sto. Tomas, Pampanga 


passed away on Tuesday, June 5, 2007. 


Her children Filipinas, Rolan (+), Dante, Isabel, and Teresa, 
their spouses, children and grandchildren request prayers for the 
eternai repose of her soul. 


Her body lies in state at St, Louie Memorial Chapel, on McArthur 
Highway (in front of Camp Olivas), San Fernando, Pampanga 
until Friday, June 8, and will be transferred on Saturday, June 9 
to Sto. Tomas Parish Church. Burial is on Sunday, June 10, after 
the 3:00 PM Mass. 


‘OBITUARY REQUIREMENTS: © Copy of Daath Сей Ө Jy физ иштен 18.) 


PANASONIC MANUFACTURING 
PHILIPPINES CORPORATION 


PMPC ORTIGAS AVENUE EXTENSION, TAYTAY, RIZAL 


NOTICE OF STOCKHOLDERS' MEETING 


Notice is hereby given that the 2007 Annual Meeting 
of Stockholders of PANASONIC MANUFACTURING 
PHILIPPINES CORPORATION will be held at the 
Human Development Center, Panasonic 
Manufacturing Philippines Corporation, Ortigas 
Avenue Extension, Taytay, Rizal on June 15, 2007 at 
5:00 РМ. 


The agenda of the meeting is as follows: 


. National Anthem 

. Call to Order 

. Establishment of the Quorum 

. President's Annual Report. 

. Approval of Minutes of the 2006 Annual 
Stockholders’ Meeting 

. Financial Report 

. Ratification of all acts, resolutions and 
proceedings of the Board of Directors and 
Management since last years Annual 
Stockholders’ Meeting 

. Election of new members of the Board of Directors 
Appointment of External Auditors 

. Other Business 
Adjournment 


The Board of Directors has fixed the close of business 
оп May 30, 2007 as the record date for the determination 
of stockholders entitled to notice and to vote at said 
Annual Meeting. 


Stockholders who will not be able to attend the meeting 
may designate their respective proxies and send the 
proxy forms to the Office of the Corporate Secretary not 
later than June 8, 2007. 


MANAGEMENT, HOWEVER, IS NOT SOLICITING 
YOUR PROXY. Corporate stockholders should attach 
to their proxies their board resolution designating 
authorized representative. 


Registration starts at 2:00 P.M. on the scheduled 
meeting. For your convenience in registering your 
attendance, please present any form of identification 
such as your Professional I.D., Passport or Driver's 
License. 


Taytay, Rizal, May 2, 2007. 


MAMERTO Z. MONDRAGON 
Corporate Secretary 


ичине зат 


Zamboanga City Electric Cooperative, Inc. 
(ZAMCELCO) 
Zamboanga Cty 


INVITATION TO BID 
‘The Zamboanga Cay acre Соорон, ик. (ZAMCELCO) a Pu, is cy por ist 
under Boer Potens on Pre Quaticatcs, and Bids and Анан. vs ALL тегене Bes 
адв tob lor та suppl a olowng ecincal matenasvequomantens, wt 
ю Quanity "lom Description 
1 т" ZERVA DIST. TRANSFORMERS 
| SL KVA DIST TRANSFORMER 
" SOKVA DIST. TRANSFORMERS 
2 TEKVA DIST. TRANSFORWERS 
3 100 КУА DIST. TRANSFORMERS 
1 UNT 167 KVA DIST. TRANSFOR 
208 ORDER FOR FARILOUT AGENCY LOT PRICE: P 116820500 


You may secure o Pre quanto Requremants rom ne feo the Financa Deparment 
ZAMCELCO Copier n Pl та су anya Gung ofice Nous and виста Ia same upor 
сот ol al requsemaris Deren 

"Sébmeson ol те Рт ахвол Requirements sal по bo ler nen 5:00 pm ol June 7 
2007 and то documents apparang го. shat be асар aso 

A apphcanis ит а ay notia as о те osu ol te pre-queicaton sil process 
опу роза wno are pre quien wt o slowos 0 patcgala т the солу, А post-quaicabor 
‘nay be condcied ассо rear. 

‘deg wi beconcucad on Ала 14,2007. 

‘Sealed od п ducis copas shouid bo suid tthe Commitee on Bis and Awards а 
та Onca o те Franco Deparmon a e sbovementcnnd adress on or bere 200 рл. С 
una 14.2007 Five percent 5%) ders Bond тодо as a mater ol poy. Payment cl non 
"ansa cong oe с P5000 

Tha sgh lo ect any or ай is, 1o waive any оташу hera, or 1o accep such bid as may 
be consgered advantageous 1o the coup В hereby reserved аз an absolute prüogalve c* 
Sum (Sos) RENERIO R. RAMOS 


ereratanaoar 


каа 
TAR2, SKYLINE, 
MIATA ECLIPSE, 
SILVIA, EK, GTO, 
CELICA „ауе. 


DUTIES & TAXES PAID. 


09178884040| 
7269687 


tt чча peat coni) 


DEATH NOTICE 


Francisco “ Frank “ V. Cruz 
passed away in the Grace of our Lord on 
May 31, 2007 at the age of 56. 


His remains lie in state in Lingayen, Pangasinan. His 
nephews & nieces request readers to pray for the 
eternal repose of his soul. 


More Classified Ads 


Department of Agrarian Reform — ARCPD 
Department of Labor — NCR 

DEPED Misamis Occidental 

RSG Honeycomb 

Philippine Economic Zone Authority 
Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas 

National Food Authority 
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?^GAISANO, SR. 
at 92 


‘© Beloved Chairman Emeritus, 
Gaisano Group of Companies 


Greatly missed by his loving wife, children, grandchildren, 
great grandchildren, nephews and nieces: 


WIFE: 
ANITA Y. GAISANO 


CHILDREN: 
ROSEMARIE GAISANO 


STEPHEN, JR. & MARY GAISANO 
ALEXANDER & JANET GAISANO 


GRANDCHILDREN: 
STEPHEN Ш & BEVERLY GAISANO 
SYDNEY & LYNN GAISANO • SANDY & JORDAN TIU 
ALEXIS JANE GAISANO * ALYSSA JAN GAISANO 


GREAT GRANDCHILDREN: 
SABRINA GAISANO * STEPHEN GAISANO IV 


NEPHEWS and NIECES 
JOSEPH · FRANCISCO · PETER · BENITO · PAUL : EDMUND 
JAMES · JOHN · JACK : EDWARD - HANS : HERBERT : FRANK 
BETTY · AMELIA * VICKY · JEAN · ELIZABETH : MARGARET 
CONNIE : HEDY 


; His remains lie in state at the Cosmopolitan Funeral Homes, 
SUN Nivel Hills, Cebu City. 
‘¥ Requiem mass will be at 9:00 A.M. on June 9, Saturday. 
After which, cremation will follow. 
«М, 


Уа 
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Climate change worries 
Filipinos, says survey 


By Ronnel W. Domingo ing yesterday that 40 percent ofthe restof the year, 7 points higher than in the last 
Filipino respondents said that the poll. 

FILIPINO NET SURFERS ARE economy was their biggest or sec- Worldwide, respondent who said so made 
becoming less concerned about ond-biggest concern for the next up 18 percent of the total or 9 points higher, 
the economy and worrying more half year, 7 points lower than re- pushing global warming up to 4th place in the 
about global warming, reflecting sults in the previous survey. list of 11 possible concerns, which included- 
а world trend, according to AC Аг the same time, following a political stability, crime, terrorism, war, immi- 
Nielsen's latest consumer confi- hotsummerwithrecordtempera- gration, “other concern,” and “none.” 

dence survey. tures, 10 percent said global Overall, the economy was still the next six 

АС Nielsen managing director warming was either No. 1 or No. months’ top or secondary concern, with 41 
Benedicto L. Cid Jr said in a brief- 2 on their list of worries for the percent saying so, 2 points higher than in the 

previous semester. 

Other top concerns were health and job se- 
curity, posting 17 percent each. 

Conducted between April 15 and May 1, 
the study is this year's first of two polls made 
via the Internet, which covered 26,486 re- 
spondents in 47 countries and territories in 
Europe, Middle East, Africa, Asia-Pacific, 
Latin America and North America, including 
some 500 from the Philippines. 

АС Nielsen has been doing the study for the 
J past four years, with the Internet chosen as the 
эуре ys ч preferred medium in an effort to ease retrieval 

e үу of information that are "globally comparative." 

CL 


d 


2 E S) Cid also said the consumer confidence in- 

^ dex for the Philippines went down one point 
to 103, but was still above the global average 
of 97 points and showing the steadiness in all 
aspects of the index-job prospects, personal 
finances and inclination to spend. 

"This shows a sharp contrast to a drop of 9 
points in Malaysia to 105 and 15 points in 
Thailand to 92," he added. 

As а call center operator, уой already know one of this year's most challenging problems will be HR-related, 


specifically agent retention and attrition. It's getting harder to keep your most valuable agents with your company. PLDT BI d d 
олыо R advise 


The PLDT WAHO Guarantee: We guarantee clear and stable Voice Quality for your call center's connections to all М 
your work-at-home agents; these connections are totally secured. We ensure that WAHO passes stringent test parameters to link data 
that meet international call center standards. 

With PLDT WAHO (Work at Home), you get the option of tapping into a growing portion of the workforce who with PHIC 
otherwise can't be included into normal cal} center operations. Try WAHO now. The labor pool is larger and more flexible 
than you think. 


By Michelle V. Remo 


THE BUREAU OF INTERNAL REVENUE HAS 
been advised to link its database with the 
Philippine Health Insurance Corp. to address 
the twin problems of false payment claims 
from PhilHealth and tax evasion in the medi- 
cal industry. 

Finance Undersecretary Gil Beltran said 
yesterday in a briefing that plugging tax leak- 
ages due to the tax delinquency of self-em- 
ployed individuals, like doctors, was still one 
of the biggest challenges facing the BIR. 

“The two agencies should hook up their 
databases to help solve their problems,” Bel- 
tran said. “By linking up their electronic 
records, the two may compare the amount of 
income deciared by medical practitioners.” 

Beltran noted that while unscrupulous 
medical practitioners underdeclare their in- 
‘come to the BIR to pay lower taxes, they over- 
declare to PhilHealth the cost of services they 
rendered to clients in order to get higher pay. 

An official from PhilHealth earlier disclosed 
in a Senate inquiry that the state-owned firm 
has incurred P4 billion in losses since 1995, 
partly due to bloated claims covering medical 
services and medical operations. 

Because of this, PhilHealth received P2.048 
billion in subsidy from January to April this 
year, making it the biggest recipient of finan- 
cial aid among all state-owned firms. 


Palawan firm 
to send nickel 
to Korea, China 


CANADIAN MINING EXPLORATION FIRM 
MBMI Resources Inc. announced it was 
close to making its first shipment of raw 
nickel products from its Alpha project in 
Palawan to customers in South Korea and 
China. 

MBMI said in a statement that its sub- 
sidiary Narra Nickel expected to deliver cargo 
within 30 days. 

“Narra Nickel has built a 7-km road into the 
permitted mining area, and ore is being pre- 
pared for transport from the mine site to the 
stockpiling location for beneficiation [treat- 
ing ore to make suitable for smelting] and 
drying prior shipment," the Vancouver-based 
firm said. 

MBMI said Narra Nickel has sales agree- 
ments for nickel products with several major 
consumers, including Posco of Korea and HG- 
MG of China. 

MBMI said Narra Nickel's Alpha project 
was ideally located to supply the growing 
Asian nickel and stainless steel market, to 
which other mining operations in Palawan 
have been exporting. 

f 3 MBMI and its Philippine partners jointly 

M eec чер F control full interest in eight nickel laterite pro- 

jects in Palawan and Samar, covering an area 

ofatleast22,000ha. Ronnel W. Domingo 
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Different marketing strokes ; 
for/buccaneering' entrepreneur =, 


From creative names, free sampling to bilingual ads 


By Margie Quimpo-Espino 


TWO YEARS AGO PASCUAL LABORATO- 
ries head Abraham Pascual bumped into Al- 
bert MG Garcia, founder of Garsworth Mar- 
‘keting Inc., owner of C-Lium Fiber. 

Pascual, who said his wife uses C-Lium, 
offered to buy the firm. Garcia agreed and 
negotiations started. But failed. 


Recently, talks resumed and a deal was 
struck—Pascual, a successful Filipino phar- 
maceutical firm with brands that include Be- 
tadine, Orocare, Potencee and Glutaphos ac- 
quired C-Lium’ Fiber from Garcia for an 
amounthe declines to reveal. 

Not bad for a venture started five-and-a- 
half years ago for only P5,000 and meant to 
address a physical disorder not everybody 


wanted to talk about—irregular bowel 
movement. 

Garcia is the first to admit that C-Lium's 
success is largely а marketing one. He him- 
self drew up the strategies. What is interest- 
ing is for his new products, he is adopting 
differing schemes but all aimed at achieving 
the same success of C-Lium. 


DIFFERENT/B2-2 


Rediscover the more 
important things in life. 


ROSEWOOD 
POINTE 


Life blooms with Asian values. 


At Rosewood Pointe, 
the Asian atmosphere, 
as well as the first-class 
amenities and lush land- 
scaping are conducive to 
strengthening relationships 
and building new ones, * 

Celebrate your daughter's 

first birthday with a private 

party а! the Clubhouse. Ж we i 
Do a few laps in the swimming pool. Join the kids as they feed 
the fish in the Koi pond or read a magazine as they play with their 
friends at the Oriental-inspired Central Park. With 8,000 square meters 
dedicated to amenities alone, you're sure to find something 
the whole family can enjoy. 


Call 888-3333 or visit www.dmcihomes.com for any inquiries. 


Avail of a unit at the Jade Tower and enjoy low downpayment 
and easy installment terms, for as low as P25,200 per month 
for 25 months, interest-free. 


Raise your family 
on Asian values. 


Make your home at Rosewood 
Pointe and rediscover what 
family truly means. Here, 
traditional Asian values like 
gentleness, hospitality, natural 
warmth and close family ties 
thrive, thanks to the thoughtfully 
designed Asian-inspired 
architecture that takes you back 
to a more thoughtful time where 
tradition and values flourish 


Perfect for growing families. 
Strategically located along 
C5 in progressive Taguig, 
Rosewood Pointe is the ideal 
home for Filipino families due 
to its proximity to everyone's 
needs. I's only a few minutes 
away from Bonifacio Global 
City, while schools and hospitals 
are equally close 


GLOBAL CITY 
British & Japanese School 
The Fort International 
cà Wed e 
NBC Tent 
‘Market! Б 
Моге! 


Potron 
хото Diogo 91079. 


Rosewood 
Pointe 


Leave your everyday 

worries behind. 

Like all DMCI Homes properties, 
security and the day-to-day 
maintenance of the: building 
and focllities are handled by the 
Properly Management Group, 
so you can focus on the more 
important things In life, 


Live Smart with DMCI Homes. 
Making Rosewood Pointe 
your home is one of the 
Smartest choices you can make, 
Developed and maintained 
by the country's only triple A 
builder / developer DMCI Homes, 
you're assured of a premium 
quality home that provides your 
needs and wants, With DMCI 
Homes, you never have to 
compromise, Because we know 
what's Important to you. 


A Smart Living concep! by 


Г is 
Wevaj<2 


Because you know. 
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Recapture precious family moments 


laa . 
Э ? х 
: oard сате 
ence, unlike board games," Pesengco says. ‘others to enjoy what we enjoyed when we were 

Не shared a similar passion for the old board younger” he says. 

‘games with a couple of fiends and they pitched in The Hobbes and Landes group now hes nine 
P4 million to bankcoll the fist Hobbes shop at the outlets including one at the Trinoma in Quezon City 
Greenbelt Mall 3 in Makati Gry and the flagship store called Hobbes and Landes 

Not many people, were convinced that such а Universe at the Bonifacio High St at the For Bonifa- 
shop will succeed, especially with the popularity of к 
the Internet, multiplayer games, Game Boys, the 
PlayStation and the Xbox. 

Tt also does not help that йз products are quite 

and out of reach of the mass market. 

“Others told me that such a concept will not 
work given the market and they asked why should 
spend alot of time on it," he says. 

“But we had good intentions and we really 
thought thar there was a strong demand out there 
for products such as ours" he adds. 

"The high-end market did not let Hobbes down. It 
gota loyal dientele just a year after the 96-square 
meter store opened. 

But more than the sales, Pesengoo says it is see- 
ing families picking out games they can play togeth- 
er which gives him the greatest satisfaction. 

"The idea was really to share a passion and to get 


By Tina Arceo-Dumlao 


PATRICK PESENGCO STILL REMEMBERS 
how he and his family used to while away 
many happy afternoons playing board games 
like Monopoly Classic and Cluedo. 

"Those were the days before computers and video 
games invaded the living rooms in many homes 
that left children and their parents playing on their 
own. 

No more rolling the dice or playing card games 
for these families 

"The 36-year-old Pesengco, however, is confident 
that if the right kind of board games and other fun 
educational games are brought back into the mar- 
‘ket, families will be encouraged to recapture those 
priceless bonding moments 

This was the philosophy that gave birth to the 
Hobbes and Landes chain of stores retailing board 
games, puzzles, ans and crafts materials and gad- 
gets for scientific experiments. 

*1 do not have anything against video games. 
‘They are fun, but people do not really play with one 
another Playing them is a very individual experi- 


‘THE HIGH-END 
market did not let 
Hobbes down. Today 
it has nine outlets. 


Hobbes and Landes to сагуей niche in 
the competkive retail market is із line of products, 
most of which are exclusively sold at йз shops. 
Pesengco says the company has stuck exclusive 
discibutorship agreements for as much as 80 per- 


soul of the sores. 

‘There are plans to take the Hobbes and Landes 
concept to the provinces and Pesengco says there is 
also the possibilty of branching out into other spe- 
alized retail businesses. 

And it all began with the love for the board 


Man's bobby turns big biz 


SHAKESPEARE Chan, still playing at 63 


VOLKSWAGEN 
PTE 


By Senen Bravo 


WHEN SHAKESPEARE CHAN, 63, RODE 
оп the success of Tamiya he knew going the 
extra mile was the key. 

For thirty-four years, Chan has consistently 
made inroads into a growing hobby market 
through his Lil's Hobby Center. 

“Rain or shine customers just want to enjoy 
their RCs and do their model kits,” says Chan. 

“Tamiya Japan has considered the 
Philippines a viable market after the mania 
created by 4WD [wheel drives] seven years 
ago,” says Chan, who helped put up a 
Tamiya manufacturing plant in Mactan, 
Cebu in the ’80s. Tamiya Cebu runs a print- 
ing press, mould section and assembly 
area. 

During Tamiya's boom Chan had to deal 
with long queues at Lil's Hobby Center 
(Megamall) and Lil's-Futaba. He even had to 
йу to Japan from time to time to meet in- 
creasing demand. 

“Our hands were really full most of the 
time,” says Chan. 

When demand was increasing, Tamiya 
Japan put up two more lines of machinery 
that ran 24 hours. Workers were also re- 
quired to spend overtime during holidays, he 
says. 


In 2001, after being introduced by a 
sister to psyllium husks, Garcia brought 
home 20 kilos of the fiber, repacked it 
and gave it to friends to try. Psyllium 
husks are meant to aid in digestion and 
the lowering of cholesterol. In more di- 
rect terms it is meant to ease constipa- 
Чоп and irritable bowel move- 
‘ment—disorders suffered by thousands 
Gf not millions) of Filipinos, but which 
few would like to talk about, except 
perhaps to their doctors. 

"Nobody talked about digestive dis- 
orders,” Garcia admits even if nearly 
everybody suffers from this occasional- 
у. 

‘The feedback from his friends was 
good. Psyllium did what it was sup- 
posed го do and they asked for more. 
"Thus started a direct selling business 
for the businessman who lived in Aus- 
tralia a good part of his life. But his 
packaging then was  crude—see 
through plastics placed with one table- 
spoon of psyllium, sealed manually and 
placed in big saches with а 
mimeographed article of what it was. 

"Our packaging was like that of mani 
(nuts),” Garcia recalls. 

After six months, he decided to go 
mainstream. As luck would have it, 
Mercury Drugstore founder Mariano 
Que was a user of C-Lium too, so when 
Garcia expressed interest to sell in the 
drugstore chain, Que was interested. 

But Mercury told Garcia to change its 
packaging before they would carry it. 

Garcia asked for six months to work 
оп his packaging and came up with a 
technical but high-end looking packag- 
ing complete with full-color laminated 
information materials on what psyllium 
husks are and what these can do to the 
body. 

"There was a quantum increase in 
sales," Garcia admits. 

Garcia's biggest advantage he says is 
having been able to register the brand 
name first. Since the Latin word psylli 
um is not a common one, he conjured 
Clium—the phonetic name of the 
product. Garcia's humor is there as the 
full brand name is CRx C-Lium. 

Think about it, Garcia says, when the 
competitor describes its product (made 
from psyllium), “they will always men- 
tion my brand." 


Although started with little capital, 
Garcia invested in the marketing of C- 
Lium. Each pack of the fiber included 
an information material that was of 
good quality printing and explained 
fully about the digestive system of the 
body and what psyllium can do to aid 
digestion and regulating bowel move- 
ment. 

This replaced the mimeographed 
sheets he used to include in the C-Lium 
packs. 

Garcia also invested heavily in adver- 
tising—print in particular 

“I was the only entrepreneurial ven- 
ture that continued advertising for five 
years nonstop,” he says. 

His ads were geared toward educat- 
ing the readers about digestive disor- 
ders. A turning point was his "Are you а 
floater or a sinker” ad which asks the 
readers whether they have enough 
fiber in their system and determining 
this based on their feces. 

“Lexperimented on the psychology of 
people regarding their biological needs 
that they never want to talk about.” 

He says the ad created a buzz and 
people were talking about it and asking 
each other the question. 

Garcia also gave away a lot of trial 
packs and gave samples in many medi- 
cal conventions. What happened was 
patients were asking their doctors 
about the husks and this created aware- 
ness. 

Pascual's purchase is enough proof of 
its success. 

‘While Garcia, 59, may have exited 
from C-Lium, he is leaving the business 
world. This year is proving to be a very 
busy one for him with the launch of 
new products under a new firm, 
Whealth Inc. 

The interesting aspect of his en- 
trepreneurship is he adopts a different 
marketing strategy for each new prod- 
uct. 


Endorsement route 

Early this year, he launched ABW-al- 
falfa, barely and wheat in one capsule. 
Raw materials are imported from Aus- 
tralia and Garcia says there is no prod- 
uct like this in the country. 

Unlike his strategy for C-Lium, Gar- 
cia took the endorser route for ABW 


‘While Chan's business was steadily gaining 
ground, pirates came, eating up 40 percent of 
his market share. 

Despite the drop in sales, he had a base of 
loyal customers, mostly children, who pre- 
ferred the real thing. 

"Thanks to my discriminating customers 
who have grown accustomed to my prod- 
ucts,” says Chan. 

After the "Tamiya craze’ Chan focused on 
remote control (RC) toys. 

He also joined the Federation Aeronau- 
tique Internationale (FAI), the world govern- 
ing body for helicopter and plane RC compe- 
tiions, to perk up interest in the sport. 

Last April, Alvin Alcantara, an RC hobbyist 
playing for Chan's shop, topped the FC3 cate- 
gory of the Hirobo Cup Asia 2007 in Cebu. 
Using an Eagle 3 model helicopter, he bested 
bets from South Africa and Taiwan. 

A select team of RC players are gearing up 
for the 12th RC Helicopter Championship in 
Poland from July 27 to Aug. 5 this year, he 
says, 

Chan also actively supports local teams 
who are slated to compete in the Tamiya 
Asian Cup. 

Chan set up a PBC-type race track at the 
Park Square parking lot, where RC aficiona- 

MAN'S HOBBY/823 


Different marketing strokes ... 


tapping singer Pilita Corrales. He says 
she used to take alfalfa, barley and 
wheat in separate capsules when she 
lived in Australia. ABW is supposed to 
help the body absorb vitamins better 
and provide extra energy. 

Garcia claims it is the first food sup- 
plement that addresses internal aging 
as itis an antioxidant aimed at slowing 
down aging 

Garcia says he got an endorser be- 
cause unlike C-Lium wherein the effect 
can be felt after one to two days, ABW 
will need about a week for its effect to 
be felt. 


‘Me-too’ product 

So far all of Garcia's products are 

new segments in the market. But last 
month, he launched what he calls his 
only me-too' product because of the ex- 
istence of the segment and strong play- 
en. 
Garcia launched Gargol mouthwash 
with a brand positioning of a mouth- 
wash that uses all natural ingredients 
and has no alcohol and sugar (it uses 
xylitol, a natural sweetener from the 
birch tree). 

For this product, Garcia tapped an ad 
agency because he said he wanted the 
insights on the product be put into 
words in a more structured way. They 
conducted focus group discussions to 
determine the different flavors pre- 
ferred for a mouthwash. 

Even the "pink" market was tapped 
because Garcia says they are "good 
barometers” for new products. 

The result is an apple, orange, straw- 
berry and peppermint flavored mouth- 
wash. 

Since Muslims cannot take alcohol 
[contained in other mouthwashes], 
Garcia says they are also tapping this 
market for Gargol, setting up billboards 
in Zamboanga for the product. 

He knows he is up against giant 
brands like Listerine but he says they 
are after “creating а new set of oral 
mouthwash users who are after price 
consideration [Gargol is cheaper than 
the popular mouthwashes) and who 
prefer it to be natural based.” 


Cranberries for UTI 


‘On June 18, Garcia is set to launch 
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another product that is new in the mar- 
ket—CranUTI, a cranberry supplement. 
aimed at providing relief to urinary 
tract infection. 

Garcia's son, Laurindo, 
who is Whealth's vice 
president, cites that 
there are studies show- 
ing eight million doc- 
tor visits a year are 
due to UTI and one 
out of five Filipinos 
develop the infection 
at least once in their 
lifetime. 

At present UTI is 
cured via antibi- 
ойс. 

For the launch 
of CranUTI, Gar- 
cia will use bilin- 
gual print ads—the 
first the country. 

The print ads will be feature ac- 
tual women who have suffered from 
UTI. The text of the ads are both Filipino 
and English. 

Although the supplement is already 
available in Mercury Drugstores, the 
ads will still be launched third week of 
June. 


Entrepreneur par excellence 

Garcia's first entrepreneurial ven- 
ture was in 1966 as a college fresh- 
man. A La Salle football hall of famer, 
he was with the Philippine team. In a 
trip to Japan he saw a knapsack (of the 
drawstring kind) and bought several 
to sell. It sold well and he would keep 
on buying abroad and selling in Mani- 
la. 

‘But he never thought of manufactur- 
ing it and one day he saw locally made 
ones in the market. 

After graduating from La Salle he 
worked in an ad agency. When Martial 
Law was declared he was sent го Aus- 
tralia where he lived for over 20 years. 
‘There he engaged in trading, getting 
various foodstuff from Asia, labeling it 
with his brand, and selling in Aus- 
tralia. 

When he to came back to the Philip- 
pines, he and some friends created 
Krunchie Munchies—the first flavored 
chicharon in the country. Unfortunately 


HOLDING up his latest product—the 
Gargol oral wash. 


duty issues on the imported pork rink 
created problems and made them drop 
the business. 

He is also active in the Philippine- 
Australia Business Council and is con- 
stantly thinking of new products to in- 
troduce in the country. 

‘Although he is the only one among 
seven siblings who went into business, 
he believes his entrepreneurial streak 
was influenced by his childhood experi- 
ences. 

He lived in Madrid for the first eight 
years of his life during the post-Franco 
era when Spain was going through in- 
teresting times. 

When his family went back to Mani- 
1а, he only spoke Spanish. Аз a grade 
опе student in Letran, he sat through 
classes for six months without under- 
standing his lessons, During breaks, he 
‘would go to the priests—the only ones 
who spoke Spanish. 

By grade 5 he transferred to La Salle 
and already spoke fluent Filipino and 


ibes his strategies as 
"buccaneering" and largely out of the 
box. He hopes to continue this for a 
longtime. 
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remains imp 


By Raquel P. Gomez 


THE PRINT MEDIA WILL REMAIN IM- 
portant to the advertising industry even 
though its existence is under pressure 
from the Internet and other digital medi- 
um for information dissemination such 
as mobile technology, according to 
Michael Birkin, chair and CEO of Omni- 
com Asia Pacific 

Birkin says the print media is “extreme- 
ly important” particularly to Omnicom, а 
leading global marketing and corporate 
communications company. The Omnicom 
Group comprises of three global advertis- 
ing agency networks (BBDO, DDB and 
TBWA), leading national advertising 
agencies in the United States, a global 
network of more than 175 marketing ser- 
vices companies, and two of the world's 
premier media planning and buying ser- 
vices (OMD Worldwide and PHD Net- 
work). 

"Around the world and around the re- 
gion, there are areas where print media 
is performing extremely strong. High- 
level fashion magazines, for example, 
are doing very well. 105 my view that 
print media will always play a very im- 
portant role in the future of our business. 
Print media is still the best way of brows- 
ing for information even if the Internet 
may be more effective in searching for 
information. There has to be no reason 
why the бно won't sit happily together in 

* the future.” 


-— PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER. 


IBUSINESSFriday 
DESPITE PRESSURE FROM INTERNET 


Ad exec says print media 


Omnicom, which posted revenues of 
$11.4 billion in 2006, is currently the 
biggest global player in nontraditional 
marketing, from sales promotion, 
healthcare marketing and public rela- 
tions to newer disciplines such as inter- 
active marketing. More than half of Om- 
nicom's revenue now comes from these 
areas. 

Omnicom recently acquired Mobile- 
Mango, a US mobile marketing company 
that employs advanced technology plat- 
forms for mobile message and campaign 
management. The move is an indication 
that the company is taking the digital 
platform seriously. 

"Ies obvious that the Internet is chang- 
ing the pattern of behavior of the young 
generation. The use of digital media is a 
complex subject, whether computers or 
mobile phones can increase the part of 
the brand message. Our business has a 
very strong digital requirement or ambi- 
tion, but the fundamentals of our busi- 
ness didn't change. And to work out the 
use of digital media and the Internet as 
part the media link is more important 
now than it was ten years ago and it’s go- 
ing to be more important again in ten 
years time." 

Birkin says the company has not set 
any figures as to how much of its busi- 
ness will eventually target the digital 
media in the future, but the current focus 
of the company is the emerging markers 
in Asia, particularly China. 


ortant 


SERGE Dumont, 
president of 
Omnicom Asia Pacific 
and Michael Birkin, 
chair & CEO of. 
Omnicom Asia 
Pacific. 


“АЙ major markets are important to 
us. Obviously China is largely important 
because the world is looking at it and 
heading there. China is growing faster 
than any markets right now. Many 
brands are already there and we see the 
emergence of Chinese brands.” 

He says part of Omnicom's plan in 
China is to make the marketplace be 
more aware of the importance of the 
different forms of media to promote 
brands. Omnicom plans to develop a 
number of programs to help major in- 
stitutions and universities in China 
with their communications program 
This is patterned after Omnicom's pro- 


Mh, 


gram of recruiting the best people and 
eventually training them in the Omni- 
com University, which is the company's 
ambitious education initiative to help 
build up the company’s intellectual cap- 
ital. 

“We offer advancement programs 
which would bring us senior executives. 
1 think that the increasing education of 
Chinese people is leading to a greater 
awareness of print media and other 
forms of media so there'll be increasing 
amount read and seen by that popula- 
tion.” 

With another Omnicom executive 
Serge Dumont, president Omnicom Asia 


Pacific, Birkin is in the country to oversee 
Omnicom's operations, which he de- 
scribes as “performing strongly” and en- 
joying “outstanding growth.” Omni- 
com's operations here include DDB 
Philippines, PHD, TBWA Santiago Man- 
gada Puno Advertising, ОМО Philip 
pines, BBDO Guerrero Ortega and 
Fleishman Hillard Pre Ltd. 

“One of the reasons why we're here is 
because we are interested on the back of 
that growth to see what more we could 
handle. Our advertising agency brands 
are all in very strong shape. In our opin- 
ion we have an excellent creative appli- 
cation here in the Philippines.” 


Bosconian International Chamber DOT readies marketing blitz at Korea travel fair 


of-Commerce meets on June 15 


THE ВОЅСОМІАМ INTERNA- 
tional Chamber of Commerce Inc. 
(BICC) will hold its 7th General 
Membership Assembly on June 
15 at the Hampton Room of Asto- 
ria Plaza in Pasig City. Registra- 
tion starts at 5:30 p.m. 

Guest of honor and speaker is 
Benel P Lagua, president and 
chief operating officer of the 
Small Business Guarantee and Fi- 
nance Corporation. He is an 
alumnus of Don Bosco Mandaluy- 
ong (HS 1972). 

BICC will present Achievement 
Awards to two distinguished 
alumni of Don Bosco Pampanga: 


Architect Nestor S. Mangio for 
the private sector and Fr. Eddie T. 
Panlilio for the public sector. 

Mangio is chair and president 
of Central Country Estate Inc. 
while Panlilio is the governor- 
elect of Pampanga. 

BICC is the first and only 
school-based international busi- 
ness organization of Bosconian 
professionals and businessmen. It 
was organized in 2004 and has 
over 400 members. 

Tickets are available at the 
BICC Secretariat, tel. 5343481 or 
5311347, e-mail bice phGya- 
hoo.com. 


THE DEPARTMENT of Tourism (DOT) is 
preparing a strategic and tactical marketing 
offensive in Seoul to further increase its fast- 
growing captive market in Korea, now consis- 
tently the Philippines biggest source of for- 
eign tourists. 

This marketing blitz, according to DOT 
Secretary Joseph Ace H. Durano, will be 
launched during the Korea World Travel Fair 
(KOTFA) 2007 on June 7 to 10 at the Conven- 
tion and Exhibition Center (COEX), Korea's 
main cultural and events venue. 

“To be launched at КОТРА is a S-minute 
video of our new ‘Beyond the Usual campaign 
highlighting the uniqueness of Philippine des- 
tinations, festivals and parties, shopping and 
bargains, lifestyle and honeymoons, health 
and wellness, history and traditions, and na- 
ture, culture and adventure, and many other 
activities that set our country apart from the 
restof Asia,” Durano said. 

Beyond the Usual will serve as our general 
world campaign while the'7107: Philippines 
More Than You Can Imagine marketing pro- 
gram being implemented in Korea is specifi- 


WITH Chan’s help Tamiya of Japan set up a plant in Cebu 


Man's hobby 


dos can regularly practice for up- 
coming competitions, 

“Just like in real driving, the con- 
troller needs the proper skills to 
win,” says Chan. 


Early start 

Growing up on Echague Street 
in Quiapo, then 8-year-old Chan 
‘would pass by a cockpit replica of a 
BI7 airplane at Feati University. 
From then on his fascination for 
aircraft took flight 

Every day he would save his 50 
centavo allowance, walking from 
Echague to Rizal Avenue. After two 
weeks of savings, he finally bought 
his kit, but the paint would have to 
wait. 

“My parents won't buy me the 
other accessories, thinking that 1 
had to earn the money for myself" 
says Chan. 

When Chan was in his 20s, he 
worked as a sales representative for 
an airline company, allowing him 
to go abroad. 

He went to Japan in the early 
"60s where he saw model kits come 
in different designs and scales. Не 
aso тег the owner of Tamiya who 
became a friend. At the time, he 
adds, hobbyists had to settle for on 
ly one scale, unlike now where lots 
of scales abound, Scale models in 
Japan in the early’50s, Chan says, City. 
‘were made of wood. 

"Is a block of wood that a mod- 
eler had to sculpt to approximate 
ап image in the manual,” says 
Chan. 


"Through IPMS (Intemational 
Plastic Modeling Society) we ex- 
pect more enthusiasts ro polish 
their skills in building model kits,” 
says Chan. 
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When his unassembled model 
Кіз started to accumulate Chan de- 
cided to sell hem. 

He says today's model kit con- 
tains at the most 300-400 parts, de- 
tails of which can be enhanced by 
‘Tamiya paints. 

“Оп a good day and depending 
оп my mood I can finish my kit 
from 8 p.m. to 2:30 am," says 
Chan. 

In 1972, he found a consignee, 
Шу Gif Shop, at the then 
Maranaw Shopping Arcade where 
Landmark is now situated, The 
shop eventually morphed into Lil's 
Hobby Center after Chan married 
the owner's daughter. 

In 1986 when trade was liberal- 
ized, Chan decided to open another 
branch, Tamiya-Futaba, at Park 
Square. By then he was the exclu- 
sive distributor of Tamiya products 
in the county. 

Along the way Chan was intro- 
duced to Futaba, a Japanese RC 
transmitter manufacturer. 
says a transmitter is а separate 
business from an RC vehicle. 

Lil's Hobby Center arrived at SM 
Megamall in 1991. Yearly, Chan 
holds exhibits of scale models like 
action figures, tanks and planes. 
Last May 16, another branch 
sprouted at TriNoma in Quezon 


> The new generation E-Class Saloon 
- Karl Benz would drive it today. Timeless 
elegance, almost legendary comfort and the 
highest possible degree of safety: these are 
the qualities which characterise the Mercedes- 
Benz brand - and the new-generation E-Class 
їп particular. The powerful engines and the 
high quality Interior make even the longest 
Journeys relaxing. And of course, there is also 
а reassuring range of safety features: NECK 


Chan 


cally targeted at our four primary market seg- 
ments in the peninsula - holiday seekers, stu- 
dents, honeymooners and special interest 
groups - thus ensuring Korean arrivals to the 
Philippines all year round,” Durano ex- 
plained. 

He also pointed out that the launch of the 
7107 tagline was deliberately timed for KOT- 
FA this June, the start of the summer holidays 
їп Korea. “In fact, KOTFA will also be the 
venue for the launch of the maiden issue of 
DOT Team Korea's quarterly newsletter 7107: 
Philippines Travel News because its during 
this period that our entire marketing cam- 
paign can be effectively geared, not only to- 
wards all our four priority market segments, 
but also the Korean families and all outbound 
summer vacationers,” Durano added. 

Aside from heading the Philippine delega- 
tion, the tourism chief will again grace the 
KOTFA opening ceremony as guest of honor. 
‘To maximize his short visit, he has scheduled 
a business meeting with Seoul Mayor Oh Se 
Hoon and a fellowship gathering with whole- 
salers of the Korean travel trade. 


The theme of the Philippine exhibit will fo- 
cus on Davao City, in time for its colorful cele- 
bration of Kadayawan, a festival of flowers, 
fruits, food, and fun held every third week of 
August to pay tribute to its rich and diverse 
culture and the bounties of nature. 

"бо the cover story of our 7107: Philippines 
Travel News, which is written in Korean, is 
about Kadayawan and Davao City; said DOT 
‘Team Korea Head Maricon Basco-Ebron, also 
the Philippine tourism attache to Korea. 

Joining the DOT in KOTFA are airline firms, 
tour operators, hotels, resorts, and even a 
zoo, led by pr oud sponsor Philippine Airlines. 
Key destinations are represented by such 
tourist facilities as Casa del Mar Golf Resort, 
Costabella Tropical Beach Hotel, Marco Polo 
Plaza and Waterfront Airport Hotel for Cebu; 
Pearl Farm Beach Resort and Marco Polo 
Davao for Davao City; Pearl of the Pacific and 
La Carmela for Boracay; Avilon Zoo, Bahura 
Resort/Anilao Outrigger Resort, Microtel Inns 
& Suites and Century Park Hotel for Manila 
and its environs, and the Subic Legend Horels 
and Casinos. 
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The epitome of everything that characterises a Mercedes. 
The New Generation E-Class Saloon and Estate. 


-PRO crash responsive head restraints, the 
optionally available Intelligent Light System, 
adaptive brake lights and PRE-SAFE. 

> The new generation E-Class Estate. 1950 
litres of sheer elegance. Its the E-Class, only 
more so. The elegant lines of the E-Class Estate 
conceal a remarkably spacious load carrier 
which also has space for up to seven occupants 
when fitted with the optional folding bench 
seat in the load compartment. Driving is equally 


effortless. Experience the E-Class, visit your 
nearest Mercedes-Benz dealer today. 
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Mercedes-Benz 


Mercedes-Benz Greenhills - 1008 EDSA Greenhills, Зал Juan 1502, Metro Manila 
БЕГ] ttercodee Bonz cai cy- 327 St cox. Resi Dre, Bont Got Cy, a, 1634, Mero Manta Té (632) 3187777 Fa (632) 8189159. Moble: (63917) 2002836 
msbenercededbenüestkenmgh Webslt-wuwmercedes benztom ph 


et (692) 7235808 Fax: (632) 7267741 Mobile: (63917) 9002798 
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Jay Levinson's advice—get yourself a "marketing coach" 


MARKETINGRx CONTINUES TO HOST JAY 
Conrad Levinson, bestselling author of the 
Guerrilla Marketing book series (more then 
14 million copies sold) as our guest colum- 
nist. Well be featuring his columns every oth- 


er week until August 2007, 


Every world champion has had a coach. 
Here's why the coaching industry is growing so 
fastand how itcan make you a champion, too. 

Imake a presentation and watch as the au- 
dience takes careful notes, nods in agreement 
with what I say, then rises to its feet with ap- 
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E Ardy Roberto ™ 


plause. But deep in my heart, I know that only 
five percent of the people in the audience will 
actually take action based upon what they 
have learned. 

These are bright people, motivated people, 
but the vast majority of them are just too busy 
or too overwhelmed by day-to-day business 
‘matters to implement the changes they know 
they must make. They have everything it takes 
to succeed except for one thing—follow-up. 

Ies that lack of follow-up that has led to the 
explosive growth of the coaching industry. 
‘And “explosive” might be an understatement. 
Fortune Magazine agrees: “The hottest thing 
in management today is the executive coach.” 
Newsweek Magazine chimes in with their 
take on coaching: "They're part therapist, part 
consultant—and they sure know how to suc- 
ceed in business." The Harvard Business Re- 
view tells us, "The goal of coaching is the goal 
of good management: to make the most of an 
organization's valuable resources.” And The 
New York Times expands on this by saying, 
*... other companies offer coaching as a pre- 


El Jardin del Prosidente 2. The follow-up to the well-received 


dress. 


El Jardin del Presidente. Liko Из predecossor, It offers a winning 
formule that blends tho past and the present to creato an aura 


of classic elegance, Blue-tilod roof crown. Crescant-shaped 
balconius. Elegant wrought-iron gates. Enhancing these exterior 
touchas aro friandly features such вв a landscaped arrival court 
with fountain, Swimming and wading pools, Children's playground. 
Lush walkways and perimeter fence. Inside Is a cozy lobby. 
Апа there aro only 12 residential units per floor, oach опо 
enfolding you in style and comfort. Underground parking ls 
available, And you'll feel safe with 24-hour security. 


Excellent 


St. Mary's College, Atene: 


You're right In the conter of the action, between the ABS-CBN 
and GMA 7 headquarters along Sgt. E.A. Esguerra Street 
In Quezon City. Close to the МАТЗ. Near schools such as 


Mirlam and UP. Private and 


government offices. Hospitals. Tomas Morato's restaurant 
and bar scene. And EDSA's giant malls. 


Excellent 
Price. 


El Jardin de! Presidente 2 is ап *9 
investment of exceptional value 
that can be yours for as low as 
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requisite ... in the understanding that ever 

one has blind spots and can benefit from a de 

tached observer" Industry Week obviously 

goes along: "The benefits of coaching appear 

towin over even the most cynical clients with: 

in justa few weeks." Executive Female is even 

ific: “Coaching is having a dedicat: 

"s getting knowledgeable sup- 

port and encouragement and a new way of 
looking at things when you need it." 

Imagine closing the door to your office for 
30 minutes and having your own private suc- 
cess coach right there. Or perhaps the perfect 
time is on your cellular phone during that te- 
dious commute to and from work. In fact you 
can call from any state in the country. 

Itisclear that these days business coaching 
has been booming. It succeeds because it 
works. Consider this quote from D.A. Benton 
in "Secrets of A CEO Coach": 

"If high achievers like Tiger Woods and Гоп, 
ald Trump have one (or more) for their jobs, 
why shouldn't you have one for yours? >.. In 
today's competitive business market, having a 
personal coach is not a luxury, but a necessity" 

‘The entire design of a coaching program is 
to get you to take action and then to stay with 
you to assure the proper follow-up. Ifa coach 
is nothing else, he's a master of implementa- 
tion, and if he's a winning coach, he'll impart 
that mastery to you. 

Here in the Philippines, perhaps marketing 
consultants can be compared to these coaches 
that Jay Levinson describés above. The same 
goes for the “unpaid” consultants or mentors 
who do it to leave a legacy and give back. Josi- 
ah Go is doing a good job not just coaching 
but mentoring and encouraging young mar- 
keting professionals through his Young Mar- 
ket Masters Awards program and his YMMA 
Foundation. He also coaches and mentors 
university students taking up marketing 
through his yearly MarkProf Bootcamp. 

Seek out your marketing coach and mentor 
through informal lunches or meetings with your 
marketing director or boss. Seek out those 
who've been battle scarred in the marketing bat- 
tefield. Buy them lunch and ask them lots of 
‘questions. Listen to their stories, Take notes. 
Hey you could even blog about it so that others 
can benefit as well. At the Maxwell leadership 
workshop that we attended last week, three 
Campaigns and Grey attendees told us that their 
mentor and coach was their boss—Yoly Ong. 

So, who's your marketing coach or mentor? 

Keep your questions coming, Send them to 
us at MarketingRx@pldtDSL.net. God bless! 


Bank offers 
borderless 
banking 


HSBC HAS LAUNCHED ITS FIRST 
global wealth management service for 
the growing number of mass affluent 
around the world, 

HSBC Premier offers customers the 
ability to move around the world with- 
ош changing the way they bank, 

‘The enhanced Premier makes it easier 
for customers to take their bank ac- 
counts and credit history wherever they 
choose to live and work, Its now easlor. 
for customers to transfer thelr credit his- 
tory when moving abroad in order to ob- 
tain credit facilities in another country, + 

HSBC Premier was first introduced In 
the Philippines in 2001, Since its launch in. 
the country 6 years ago, the HSBC Pre- 
mier business in the country has tripled in 
terms of number of customers and has 
quadrupled its volumes, 

‘A Premier customer In one country ів 
automatically entitled to bo a Premier cus- 
tomer in other countries with minimum 
ошту requirements waived, Overscus HS- 
BC accounts сап likewise be opened free 
of charge at the Intemational Banking 
Contre prior to departure, Free fund trans- 
fers online between thelr own named ac- 
counts are likewise available, Furrhe 
BC introduces a functionality within Int 
not banking wherein customers can accoss 
all their HSBC accounts held in different 
countries through a single logon, 

Customers may also enjoy ргочр- 
proved loans for overseas property pur- 
chase subject to local regulations as well 
аз a pre-approved Premier MasterCard 
with waived annual fees, Local shop- 
ping, dining, hotel and recreational priv- 
ileges and discounts await Premier cus- 
tomers when they travel overseas 
through the Home&Away offers. 

Premier Customers have access to a 24- 
hour worldwide emergency service, which 
‘can provide credit card replacement and 
emergency cash. Premier Call Centres 
around the world are available 24/7 to 
service Premier customers’ requirements, 

There are now 250 HSBC Premier 
Centres in 35 countries and territories, 
In the Philippines, customers have ac- 
cess to 16 Premier Centres. 

‘To celebrate the new HSBC Premier in 
the Philippines, new Premier customers 
will receive gift certificates from Rus- 
тап, Makati Shangri-la, or Bacchus In- 
ternational. 
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BE ONE OF US! 
AUDITION ON: 


JUNE 9 & 10 / Saturday & Sunday / DAVAO CITY 1 
ROYAL MANDAYA HOTEL Kadayawan Room | 1 


JUNE 15 | Friday / METRO MANILA at SM MEGAMALL Activity Center ра 
T The Model Search 
JUNE 16 / Saturday / METRO MANILA at TRINOMA Activity Center 
A Reality TV Show in search of the new 
JUNE 22 | Friday / METRO MANILA at ABS-CBN STUDIO Bench image models & ABS-CBN stars 


REQUIREMENTS FOR THE AUDITION: QUALIFICATIONS: 


* Filled out application form available at Bench, Herbench, Bench Body and Super * Single, male or female amateur models 
bench nationwide. * Between 18 to 25 years old 

* One close up and one full body 3R photos. + Height of at least 5'5" for female 5'7"for male 

+ Attached valid receipt from any Bench, Herbench, Bench Body, or Superbench * Filipino Citizen or of Filipino lineage 
boutique stores with a minimum purchase of P200.00. Valid receipts are from 
purchases made between May 18-June 22,2007. 


+ Original copy and certified photocopy of birth certificate. Log on to www.benchmodelsearch.com 
+ Please wear bench apparel during the audition. 


See ters and print ads for details. - Per DTI-NCR Permit No. 2208 serles of 2007 
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Aries Inigo Lagat, 24 


j Ways on the construction of the 


a shout-out to all Filipino designers who make us 
truly proud to be Pinoy! 

‘To Rafé, Lesley Mobo, Monique Lhuillier, Cesar 
Gaupo, Bea Valdez and all those who've success- 
fully ventured out to the highly competitive inter- 
national fashion scene, kudos for putting us on 
the map and setting a wonderful example for all 
aspiring designers here in the Philippines. Yes, it 
is possible to dream big and to actually see one's 
dreams come to fruition. 

То those who've stayed and who continue to 
elevate the standards of the local fashion indus- 
try—that means you, Inno Sotto, Auggie 
Cordero, Jojie Lloren, Cesar Gaupo (again!), 
among others—a big thank you for setting the 
bar and providing local clients a taste of high 
fashion at its finest. 

"To those who continue to build and promote lo- 


I М CELEBRATION OF INDEPENDENCE DAY, HERE'S 


к Apples Aberin- са brands like Tyler, Aranaz, Bench, F&H, Kashieca, 
Sadhwani 


Kamiseta, Bayo and such, thereby promoting locally 
designed products, please continue to collaborate 
‘with our extremely talented homegrown designers, 
who are not only brimming with ideas but who also 
understand the market they are serving. 

То all young designers and newbies out there, 
who continue to design and create in spite of limit- 
ed resources, fueled only by passion for their craft, 
a big pat on the back for your tenacity and perse- 
verance, which serve as an inspiration to others 
who are also struggling to be seen and heard. 

We, in Inquinen Lifestyle, hope to help spread 
the message that the Philippines is rife with tal- 
ented individuals who need and deserve all the 
support they can get. 

We also hope to serve as a venue for you, our 
dear readers, to discover new faces and talents, as 
"well as rediscover older (but not necessarily old!) 
ones. With that, here are four relatively new design- 
ers, who have joined and won various competitions 
here and abroad, and who are slowly but surely 
making their marks in the local fashion industry. 


E-mail the author at afashion@inquirer. 
comph 


ASYMMETRICAL chiffon and satin dress with draped cutout 
by Aries Inigo Lagat (tel. 0918-29061 14) 


Representative, Asean Skills Competition in Jakarta, Indonesia, 
2003; Semi-finalist, Philippine Young Designers Competition 
2005; Grand Prize winner, MEGA Young designer's Contest, 2006 


Educational background: 

I graduated at Ocsat (Ozamis 
City School of Arts and Trades ) 
first in my class (and actually the 
only boy!) in Garment Technolo- 
gy in 2002. | also graduated from 
a Fashion Design course in Slims 
їп 2004, from a scholarship that 
was given by Mr. Ben Farrales. 
Then, | took up a patternmaking 
course in FIP (Fashion Institute of 
the Philippines). | am currently 
teaching basic and advance pat- 
ternmaking both for wom- 
enswear and menswear in FIP. 

What's your design philoso- 
phy? 

Tam more of a tailored/experi- 
mental designer particularly in 
cuts and shape. My focus is al- 


and not a dentist ora seaman like 
they wanted me to be! But I guess 1 
really started back in college where 
1 made dance costumes for the fac- 
шу at school, then got a job as an 
assistant designer for Mimi Pi- 
 mentel in Cagayan de Oro. 

How do you hone your craft? 

l always research, study all 
kinds of methods in patternmak- 
ing. making samples or proto- 
types for experimental projects 
and learning from every mistake 
that I make. As much as possible, 
{want to be hands-on 100 per- 
cent. 

‘What do you hope to achieve 
in five years and what steps will 
you take to achieve it? 

Tl have my own atelier or PIN 
be working for the great design- 
ers of the world like Christian. 
Lacroix. I gota scholarship in 
Paris as my prize for the MEGA 
competition so | hope to take it 
early next year. 

What makes you proud to be a 
Pinoy designer? 

We are very talented and cre- 
ative fashion designers and peo- 
ple. Jojie Lloren, Frederick Peral- 
ta, Carle Santiago and my fa- 
vorite, Lesley Mobo, already 
proved that to the world. I just re- 
ally hope and pray that Aries Ii 
о Lagat would leave that kind of 
‘mark in the fashion industry. 


garment. It has to be precise, 
lean and well-executed. It's fun- 
ny ‘cause | was known for con- 
vertible pieces that | showed in 
the last MEGA competition. One 
time | made a cocktail dress fora 
client, and my students where 
asking me if it was going to trans- 
form into a jacket or a bag. 

‘When and how did you get 
started In the fashion business? 
| was 4 when my parents dis- 

covered my God-given talent for 
clothing design. | guess | broke 
their hearts when they realized | 
was going to be a fashion designer, 
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Dimple Perez Lim, 25 


First Grantee, Ben Farrales Schol Foundation, 2002; Crowd 
Favorite, Wild Vines Fash 203; Second Place, Philippine Shoe 
Competition, 2003; Best in Casual, Fashion Institute of the Philippines 
Graduation Show, 2006; Bench Choice Award, Philippine Fashion 
Design Competition 2007 


Educational background: 
BS Interior Design—College of the Holy Spirit 
Certificate in Patternmaking—Lasalle Interna- 
tional 
Ай Pattern courses—Fashion Institute of the 
Philippines 
What's your de: 
Imagination + п 


ign philosophy? 
ality = function. Everything is 
эй about yin-yang. You have to be crazy but de- 
fined, fun and serious, avant-garde but wearable, 
old but new. 
When and how did you get started in the 
fashion business? 
I started in my parents’ garments factory dur- 
ing my grade-school summer vacation. | would 
trim and pack T-shirts. Serendipitously, a few 
years ago, | would be in the same situation, but 
this time designing clothes fora street-wear 
brand. That was the time I affirmed that this is 


What are your current projects? 
I'm working on a collection with my ac- 
ssory-designer friend Jackie Tan and 
ie will be launching it very soon. I'm 
also doing made-to-measure clothes 
for various clients and I'm collabo- 
rating with my cousin's 
retail company. 
What makes you proud to be 
a Pinoy fashion designer? 
It makes me all the more 
proud being a designer in а 
Third-World country like the 
Philippines. My sources of in- 
piration: creating and finding 
‘our own way, and eyeing things to 
come from а perspective unknown 
to global fashion. I'm proud to be 
ina sanctuary not many fashion 
people have discovered. 


EMPIRE terno f crushed electric pleats with gold studs and rope) and floral 
jin-tucked skirt on illusion tulle by Dimple Lim (tel. 0917-5748381), 


Prisara Morales, 25 


Finalist, Philippine Fashion Design Competition, 2007 


Educational background: 
AB Interdisciplinary Studies, Ma- 


that you created. I realized then that 
wanted to be a designer. A high- 


|. ior in Communication and Fine Arts, 
|. Ateneo de Manila University; took 

|^ upafew classes in Clothing Tech- 
nology, University of the Philip- 
pines; took up Fashion Design, Pat- 
ternmaking and Haute Couture, 
Fashion Institute of the Philippines. 

What's your design philosophy? 

ove clean and pure shapes and 
forms, which translate into a very 
‘minimalist sensibility in my designs. 
Tam very much into the structure of. 
the piece and the way its details are 
tailored, rather than unnecessary 
embellishments. I want to create 
nondisposable clothing, pieces that 
people will keep and stil love to 
wear for years to come. 

When and how did you get start- 
ed in the fashion business? 

Td always been making clothes. 
for myself since my early teens. That 
жаз around the time grunge was in 
fashion and my sister and | would 
scour second-hand stores for vin- 
tage clothes, which we would fix up 
and customize to our liking. it was 
very hands-on, very D-IY, and | ab- 
solutely fell in love with the whole 
process—choosing the material, 
designing, sewing and then the 
pleasure you get wearing something 


light in my career in the fashion 
business was apprenticing for Dita 
Sandico-Ong. A resilient figure in 
the local fashion industry, she im- 
parted to me an appreciation of in- 
digenous material and inspired me 
more than ever to pursue my dream. 

What do you hope to achieve in 
five years and what steps will you 
take to achieve it? 

Та ike to have established ту 
clothing line by then and launch it 
into a serious business. At the mo- 
ment, Гуе been developing minia- 
ture collections for my RTW line. 
called Flight, but it's still in its infan- 
су and not yet a full-fledged busi- 
ness. Another related but slightly 
off-tangent dream of mine is to set 
ир a local design collective, some- 
thing along the lines of the Surface. 
To Air group, a modern-day version 
of Andy Warhol's Factory. 

What makes you proud to be a 
Pinoy fashion designer? 

The Pinoy fashion industry is 
made up of the most creative, talent- 
ed people and I'm proud to be 
counted among such a group. | am 
also proud to be in afield that allows 
me to share my point of view, and 
art, with the world 


SILK shantung dress with cutout back and pleated underlayer by 
Prisara Morales (tel. 0906-48091 1 1) 


BLACK satin suede inverted corset over tent dress with kimono 
jacket by Jerome Salaya Ang (tel. 0917-5408097, 2520067) 


Jerome Salaya Ang, 29 


Finalist, Smirnoff Fashion Awards 1999; Representative, 
Philippine Young Fashion Designers Competition in Paris 2004 
and 2005; Delegate, Asia Europe Foundation Young Designers 
Summit in Hanoi, Vietnam 2005; Representative, Asia Young 
Fashion Designers Competition in Singapore 2004 and 2005; 
Finalist, Mercedez-Benz International Fashion Awards in 
Malaysia 2006 


Educational background: 

Bachelor of Fine Arts, Major in 
Interior Design, University of 
Santo Tomas 

What's your design philoso- 
phy? 

Order in chaos. My signature 
style? Couture avant-garde, 

When and how did you get 
started in the fashion business? 

|. I started in the fashion busi- 

ness doing freelance designs for 
uniform companies. Then, | ven- 
tured into bridal fashions. | stud- 
ied fashion in Saint Benilde under 
Inno Sotto, took further studies 
under Shanon Pamaong at the 
Fashion Institute of the Philip- 
pines. And also took draping 
courses at Raffles, Bangkok 

Who are the designers you 
look up to? 


admire Inno Sotto's simple 
elegance, Shannon Pamaong's 
pattern techniques, John Gal- 
liano's opulent frivolity, Alexander 
‘McQueen's impeccable tailoring 
‘and master showmanship, and 
Hussein Chalayans innovation. 

What do you hope to achieve. 
1а five years? 

in the next five years, | plan to. 
expand my horizons by venturing 
into pret-a-couture shoes, bags 
and accessories. 

What makes you proud to be а 
Pinoy designer? 

I'm proud to be a Pinoy de- 
signer because we are globally 
competitive and we are trained to 
make the best out of things. Giv- 
en the lack of resources and tech- 
nology, we still manage to be on 
the top. 


Photography Che Mambong 
Styling Millet V. Arzaga 
Makeup Dj Agustin tel. 0917-8539903) 
Hair Ning Reyes 
Graphic design Patrick Valiente 
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T= ICONIC ISSEY MIYAKE 
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made his mark in the world 
with his technology-driven 
design sensibilities. 

The renowned Hiroshima native, arguably 
the most famous Japanese designer in the 
world today, has successfully merged East 
and West with beautiful designs that have а 
distinct architectural construct with an em- 
phasis on subtle details. 

His creations manifest a philosophy of bal- 
ance between tradition and technology, cut- 
ting-edge and craftsmanship. Today, Issey 
Miyake has stores in Tokyo, Paris, New York 
and London, 

Issey Miyake's timeless design philosophy 
can be seen in his unique watch collection, 
created by an award-winning retinue of de- 
signers. Each watch piece is an architectural 
wonder that bespeaks a modern, innovative 
and subtly strong individual. 

‘The watches explore form and function, in- 
terpreting shape and space with exquisite de- 
tails, Each watch designer for the Issey brand 
is able to convey his or her own point of view 
with a particular creation, while remaining 
true to form with the Issey fashion philoso- 


Jenni 
Epperson 


Chrono 


couture 
‘Trapezoid by 
Naoto 
Fukasawa 


yake 


The renowned 
designer’s unique 
aesthetic canbe 
seen in his watch 
collection, created 
by an award- 
winningretinue 
of designers 


Naoto Fukasawa, for “Trapezoid” 
and “Twelve” designs 

Naoto Fukasawa is an award-winning 
product designer who has garnered more 
than 60 awards, including the Gold Industrial 
Design Excellence Award (Idea) of the USA, 
the Gold iF (International Forum) Product 
Design Award of Germany, and the Gold 
D&AD Global Award of England. He took off 
from the image of a trapezoid form in rotation 
to create his design. As such, the bezel is cut 
steeply, and numbers are proportioned like 
speed limits painted on a road surface. They 
are stretched in height to be readable normal- 
ly when viewed from the front, despite their 
steep angles around the circumference. 

For “Twelve,” Naoto says, “I tried to design 
a watch which is as simple and as strong аз 
possible. 1 wanted to eliminate all markings, 
even numbers, from the face. This inspired 
me to give the crystal itself twelve sides." 
wrwwiisseymiyake-watch.com) 

With the twelve angles of the case serving 
аз the hour markers, he only had to add the 
hour and minute hands, both having the same 
width equal to the diameter of the central 
post. The result is a sharp face distinguished 
by the unique angular shape and wide hands. 


Tokujin Yoshioka, 
for the “TO” series 


Issey Miyake's creative vision and SI's ad- 
vanced watch-making technology now em- 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER nee 


Modern 


times 
Twelve by 
Naoto 

Fukasawa 


braces the design inspirations of Tokujin 
Yoshioka, giving birth to the new “ТО” series. 
The “TO” series reflects Tokujin Yoshioka's 
unique approach to design. The artist is an 
award-winning installationist and furniture 
designer who has likewise received numerous 
awards, including the A&w Award—The 
Coming Designer for the Future (2001) and 
the 2001 Mainichi Design Award (2002). 
Yoshioka is also into minimizing design ele- 
ments, with the result that the watches look 
if they have been sculpted from metal. 


Zen and theart 


of watchmaking 
TO by Tokujin Yoshioka 


Cooltempo 
Vakio by Harri Koskinen 


Timeless appeal 
Vakio Il by Harri Koskinen 


Harri Koshinen, for “Vakio” 

, ‘Vakio’ means "constant" or 

There is truly a Scandinavian 
spirit behind the innovative Vakio designs of 
Harri Koshinen, an industrial designer gain- 
ing global fame. His Vakio concept is based on 
Northern European industrial design with an 
orientation toward “visual beauty in а design 
you will love forever.” . 

"The essence of the "Vikio2" design is а sculp- 
tural dial face evoking the winterland of Scandi- 
navia, with a lime green second hand showing 
the first signs of spring. In contrast to the fir 
generation models featuring squared forms, the 
new Vakio distinguishes itself with a soft, round- 
ей style and a wider range of design variations. 


Email the author at jfashionQinquir- 
excom.ph 


Issey Miyake watches are available at No 
Curfew, Shangri-La Plaza and SM Mall of Asia. 
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e Built-in FM radio 
e Vibrant Color 
Display 

* Alert Icons 


• Mobile WAP 
Internet 


e SMS/MMS 
Messaging 
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Avail of this sure reward! Get P1,000 OFF 
on a NEW Motorola W220 Smart Buddy 
Phonekit.Get a Gift Check like the one on 
the right and bring it to any SMART 
Wireless Center. 

From June 4, 2007 to July 4, 2007 only. 
Winner Ka with Motorola 

and Smart Buddy! 


LETS 
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or visit any SMART Wireless Canter. 


MOTOROLA 


ATHOUSAND OFF 
REASON TO GET 
A MOTOROLA W220 


Get some of that MOTOMOJO! 


With this Gift Check you receive P1,000.00 worth of credit, which can 
be used whenever you purchase the NEW MOTOROLA W220 handset. 


Go to any SMART Wireless Center to avail of this once in a lifetime offer! 


SEE FLYERS FOR MORE DETAILS. THIS GIFT CHECK IS VALID UNTIL JULY 4, 2007 
PER DTI-NCR PERMIT NO. 2486 SERIES OF 2007. 


SED CINCO PUR 
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By Alex Y. Vergara 
(First of two parts) 


OR SOME YEARS NOW, 

Manila has become a favorite 

stopover for foreign models, 
particularly pretty young things 
from Latin America and Eastern 
Europe, on their way to supposedly 
bigger modeling assignments else- 
where in the world. 

‘Their participation, albeit in a limited way, 
is tolerated if not welcomed by fashion insid- 
ers for the novelty they bring to a project, be it 
a runway show, editorial shoot or product 
commercial. 

Due to their strong, dark looks and long, 
lean bodies, these “imports” are able to give a 
‘campaign the much-needed imported cachet 
without completely alienating the local mar- 
ket like blond, blue-eyed lookers usually do. 

“Their look easily translates to the Philip 
pine marker,” said Pauline Juan, editor in 
chief of Preview magazine. “Consumers can 
relate to them on a physical level. They don’t 
find their look too foreign.” 

And unless there's a way to repeal the law 
of supply and demand, the need for foreign 
models is bound to increase in fashion sea 
sons to come. 


Expanding market 

For one, the market in Manila for print and 
ТУ ads continues to expand. Companies are 
thus always on the lookout for fresh faces, 
said Melanie Cuevas, editor in chief of Metro 
magazine. After all, makeup and styling can 
only do so much to transform an overexposed 
local endorser's face. 

"Advertisers also tend to pick foreign mod- 
els because they often charge lower talent 
fees than local models,” she added. 

In the course of working with foreigners, 
stylist Millet Arzaga, who still makes it a point 
to regularly tap promising local talents, dis- 
covered more. 

“As much as possible, I try to cast Filipino 
models for editorial shoots,” she said. “But 
since these shoots have small budgets, local 
models aren't always inclined to accept them." 

Since they have everything to gain from 
such exposures, these "parachute" models are 
more than willing to take on her offer. That 
was when Arzaga started to see for herself up 
close how photogenic, disciplined and dedi- 
cated these foreign upstarts were. 

“They always arrive at the venue way be- 
fore call time,” she said. “They look good, 
know their angles and have well-toned bod- 
ies. How can you resist using such models?" 

If anything, the healthy competition posed 
by foreigners doubles as a wakeup call for local 
models to further hone their craft and main- 
tain or even enhance their looks, said Cuevas. 

“Although there are plenty of pretty faces 
ош there,” she said, "Гуе observed that some 
can’t really pose or move like models from 
previous decades.” 

Juan echoed Cuevas’ frustration: “Posing 
and modeling are harder than they look. 1 
can’t tell you how many shoots we've had 
with local and foreign models, especially the 
younger ones, where we literally had to dic- 
tate every pose to the model.” 


Global phenomenon 
With the advent of the Internet, the influx 


of foreign models is a global phenomenon not 
confined to the Philippines. It's not unthink- 
able for an ambitious and extremely good- 
looking girl to leave behind her hometown 
and travel halfway around the world to follow 
her dream, said Juan. 

The Philippines is an ideal regional desti- 
nation since, unlike most Southeast Asians, 
most Filipinos speak English, making it easier 
for foreigners, including Brazilians, to get 
around. 

“Modeling has'become so competitive in 
Brazil that models have to train where they 
сал to make it big there or elsewhere,” Juan 
added. 

But how did these beautiful strangers end 
up here in the first place? 

"More often than not,” said leading fashion 
show director Robbie Carmona, “these for- 
eign models are sent here by their mother 
agencies to try out the Asian market го build 
their portfolios and gain more experience.” 


Good business 

Italso makes for good business sense for lo- 
cal modeling agencies to represent these for- 
eigners in Manila. 

"The number of agencies has increased 
over the years," Cuevas observed. "They usu- 
ally send scouts abroad to fly in foreign mod- 
els simply because having a wider stable of 
talents brings in more business.” 

It was only in a swimwear show staged by a 
glossy magazine two months ago, however, 
when we suddenly noticed how lopsided the 
situation has become. For the first time ever, 
foreign models outnumbered the locals. 

Asif this wasn't enough, a columnist from an- 
other paper asked us in hushed tones during the 
same event if we would support supposed 
moves to "ban" these foreigners to alleviate the 
plight of “beleaguered” locals. He said he would. 

The irony wasn't lost on us since the guy 
himself is a foreigner making a living com- 
menting on affairs involving Filipinos. His na- 
tionality, however, was beside the point 

Having covered the fashion scene for sever- 
al years now and seeing how the quality of lo- 
cal models has deteriorated, we declined his 
invitation. 

Rather than ban foreigners, we said, locals 
should learn to compete on their own merits 
by honing both their professional and peo- 
ple's skills and taking care of their bodies like 
everyone else. Doing so comes with the terri- 
tory. 


Working harder 

Ofcourse, in an imperfect world, that’s eas- 
ier said than done. Apart from thinking of 
ways to continuously reinvent themselves, 
models have to work harder to win over a 
fickle public's attention and undying prefer- 
ence for anything and everything imported. 

Is this development then a mere offshoot of 
globalization or is it a lingering vestige of 
Pinoy colonial mentality? Are industry insid- 
ers, including the media, merely reacting to it 
ог are they partly to blame for it? Assuming 
that the exotic aliens are getting more jobs 
than the locals, what can the former do to 
change the ratio? 

Not surprisingly, insiders share our view on 
the futility of banning foreigners. In fact, sea- 
soned model Rissa Samson, president of the 
Professional Models Association of the Philip- 
pines, welcomes their presence. 

“I have nothing against foreign models in 
Manila so long as they obtain the proper work 
permits,” she said. “Their presence, in fact, 


encourages healthy competition and this can 
only push models to spheres of global excel- 
lence.” 

By virtue of their reputation and extensive 
industry contacts, established names like her 
still manage to get booked. She did admit, 
though, that the foreign invasion could jeop- 
ardize the budding careers of local newbies. 

“Younger models who seek to penetrate the 
modeling industry have to unfortunately 
compete with these foreign models," Samson 
said. 

The prevailing situation, however, is far 
from being a simple case of colonial mentality 
on the part of retailers and consumers. 

“That kind of argument is so "805," said 
Juan. "Retailers nowadays pick their models 
based on how they want to promote their 
brands." 

Whether they follow the lead of their head- 
quarters abroad or blaze a trail by using a 
healthy mix of local and foreign celebrities 
and models like Bench, Penshoppe, SM and 
the like, these companies are only acting оп 
what works best for their respective brands. 

“I don’t think the growing preference for 
foreigners has something to do with colonial. 
mentality" said Ronald Pineda, owner of the 
local RTW brand, Folded & Hung. “I guess Fil- 
ipinos just know how to appreciate beauty 
across all boundaries." 

While his brand is known for capitalizing 
оп the image of local movie stars such аз 
Claudine Barretto and Polo Ravales, Pineda 
has no qualms using nameless foreigners for 
the occasional fashion show and photo shoot. 


Novelty 

“Foreign models definitely add novelty to а 
project and will continue to do so as long as 
they deliver and do their jobs well,” he said. 

Actually, while jet-serting models have been 
fying in and out with routine regularity for 
decades now in Singapore, Hong Kong and 
Bangkok, it took a while for Manila to catch on. 

This may seem strange to outsiders since 
fashion is one of the first industries to feel the 
ripples of globalization (long before such a 
word was coined). But now that its effects are 
here to stay, local models have no choice but 
to adapt or perish. They can either take ad- 
vantage of the situation or, like dinosaurs that 
once ruled the earth, fall by the wayside. 

“Globalization is a concept not only models 
but Filipinos in general should embrace,” said 
Carmona. “Balance is key to making this [situ- 
ation] healthy. Rather than feel discouraged, 
Filipino models should be inspired to com- 
pete and explore other fashion markets.” 

PMAP has yet to make moves to legally ad- 
dress the issue, but it has already voiced its 
concern about how a handful of local model- 
ing agencies are reportedly able to bring in 
foreign models without getting the proper 
work permits. 

Samson even surmised that not a few of 
these foreigners are below 18 years old and, 
therefore, require parental consent to work 
anywhere in the world. 

“They come to our country as tourists, but 
continue to work and earn money without be- 
ing taxed,” she said. “We're wondering if ће 
Bureau of Immigration and Deportation has 
endorsed their work as models to the Depart- 
ment of Labor and Employment.” 

Samson said the labor department should 
impose sanctions on companies that employ 
minors and foreigners with no work permits. 


(To be continued) 
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Koreahas 
done to its 
filmand 
entertainment 
industry, 
Seoulnow 
hopes to do 
withits 
fashion 
creations 


Heaven and Earth") wears Lie KO JU Won (“The Infamous Chill 7 Ha pied Ен group Paran in 
Sang Bong. Sisters”) in Resureccion 7 


Stairway te fashion heaven = 


By Cheche V. Moral first such event held by the city with фе ѕре- tried-and-tested formula in merchandising. 


cific purpose of promoting Korean fashion not (In Seoul, its not unusual to find boutiques Damper qn Ms. fon Imi 


AN KOREAS FASHION just to the local market but to the entire re- with a gallery of celebrities garbed in items 
gion as well. akin to the stores merchandise.) бане 1 

designers achieve the same A according to Wikipedia, is a term What South Korea has done to its film and N ordnen «EI» 
level of mass appeal in the that refers to the Korean wave, or the over- entertainment industry said to have one of SU SIBIREIREYS. 
region as its now phenomenal pop  whelming popularity of South Korean pop the largest markets in the world— Seoul now М A sessions «Em» 
musicians and drama stars? culture across Asia, following the export of hopes to do with its fashion. i 

For now, only time can tell. But ifthe Seoul Korean dramas in recent years. Seoul fashion, in fact, is a $21-billion in- IY Glutathione С» 
Metropolitan City Government and Seoul Some observers regard hallyu as mere col- dustry; domestic sales account for half of this pany ® 28,001] 
Business Agency had their way, that would be lective branding, a marketing strategy meant figure. Some 40 percent of the companies in сай 
быр. to push the by-products of the Korean pop- the capital, or over 67,000, are fashion-relat- | _ r Until June 12, 2007 

Tn the recent Hallyu Star Fashion Festival culture phenomenon: music, dance, food, ей. The industry enjoys the support of the city ue MAKATI BEL-AIR Tel 751-6140 / 0917 - 9649828. 
held in Seoul, some of the countrys popular language, contemporary fashion. To a large government and the SBA. A central informa- ALABANG Tel 842-9484 ,796-7979/ 0922-8080716. 
entertainers walked the runways wearing de- extent this is accurate, and, yes, even clever. tion center, called Seoul Fashion Center, was A serie rà 9-5 6-630 OPEN FoR 
signs by Seoul's top fashion names. Itwasthe The fan-aping-the-celebrity, after all, is а STAIRWAY/D2 > 
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in fact set up in 2000 to provide creative con- 
sultations to designers, and assist local and 
foreign buyers. 

(South Korea produces its own textiles. In 
2005 it was ranked sixth among the world's 
largest textile exporters.) 


Mass market 

‘At Dongdaemun Fashion Town, Seoul's fa- 
mous shopping area with 37 shopping malls 
ог some 35,000 shops, daily sales are said to 
exceed $40 million, 80 percent of which аге 
wholesale. The merchandise here is largely 
mass market, ergo low- to mid-priced. Its just. 
the place where tourists can get a taste and 
feel of that distinct Korean street fashion, по 
different from those they see on the backs of 
their hallyu idols. Most shops are open till the 
wee hours. 

‘Areas like Myungdong offer familiar global 
brands and are favored by the young crowd. 
Cheongdam-dong is home to foreign designer 
shops. 

Seoul's top designers have boutiques in the 
upscale district called Kang Nam (also known 
as Gang Nam) 

Designer Han Seung Soo, a hip-looking 
man in his 40s who described his aesthetic as 
“city bohemian,” said his style appeals to the 
artistic types, an exclusive few who want 
something unique. A former dancer, Han cre- 
ated the costumes in the opera version of the 
‘TV drama “Winter Sonata” staged in Japan. 

Even for designers like Han who enjoy rela 
tive success with their niche markets—Han’s 
pieces cost from $200-$2,500—the populari- 
ty of foreign designer labels in Korea remains 
a burden. 

But others who have conquered foreign 
markets, opening shops in major fashion 
cities like Paris, said their core markets re- 
main Korean. 

Lie Sang Bong, who opened his store in the 
French capital 10 years ago, said his main 
business remains in Korea, where he has 17 
outlets. Lie also has stockists in New York, 
Moscow and the Middle East. 


BADA in an outfit 
by Rubina 


SINGER Kim Hyun 
Jeong 


2007 Hallyu Star Fashion Festival 


K-POP and K-fashion extravaganza at the first Hallyu St: 
Festival in Seoul 
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MEMBERS of the pop girl group Babyvox Re.V also take their place on the Hallyu 2007 runway. ANDY of Shinhwa 


n heaven 


‘Another Korean talent whobas conquered 
Parisis Cho Sung Kyung, who's credited for 
the costume in the ballroom scene in the 
popular drama "Lovers in Paris.” Cho's 
Latulle label produces classic romantic 
designs and is favored by celebrities for > £ 
red-carpet events. In her chic atelier x 
cum café in Kang Nam, Cho also has dis- 
plays of her bridal wear from her other la- 
bel called Swan by Latulle. 
Apart from Paris, Cho also sells her 
clothes in Hong Kong, Los Angeles and 
Tokyo. 
Lie has been designing clothes for the 
past 28 years. His look is modern and so- /, 
phisticated, but he likes to incorporate f: 
elements from his provenance into his / 
designs. His love for calligraphy, for in- 
stance, is evident in his current collec- 
tion, which uses fabrics with stylized 
prints of the Korean alphabet. 
It's one's unique identity, according to 
Lie, that makes the international market 
take notice of Asian design. He dismissed 
any suggestion that the Japanese pres- 
ence in Paris may have made it easier 
for him to penetrate the European 
fashion scene. (Japanese designers eee eg {он 
Hanae Mori, Yohji Yamamoto, Rei Kawakubo, LEEYunMiand]oo Young Hoon in Cho Sung 
Kenzo and Issey Miyake broke into the world’s Kyung designs 
fashion capital some 20 odd years ago.) 
“it was easier for them during the '80s," Lie 
said through his translator. 


LEE Ju Hyun 


FOR ASIAN designers to be taken seriously 
by a foreign market, “imitation is a no-no,” 
says Lie Sang Bong. 


r3 


[rom 


ES - 
CHO Sung Kyung with framed photo of the 
red dress she made for "Lovers in Paris" 


Four-hour show 
At the Hallyu Star Fashion Festival, Lie, 
Han and Cho were among the 31 Seoul de- 
signers who presented their clothes in the 
nearly four-hour fashion show-cum-concert 
held at Seoul Plaza. 
Pop acts like Paran, Babyvox, SG Wannabe, 
psy. Kim Hyun Jeong, Bada, Andy and Son Ho 
Young presented musical performances at in- 
tervals of the three-part fashion show. 
The clothes were worn by some of Seoul's 
top and up-and-coming actors and actresses, 
some of whom are starring in dramas current- 
ly airing on Korean channels on Philippine ca 
ble: Park Hae Jin, Ko Ju Won, Lee Ju Hyun, Е e na 
Park Eun Hye, Kang Jung Hwa, Lee Yun Mi АНАТ shopin Insadong displays a gallery of 
and Chu Ja Hyun. celebrities wearing headgear akin to the 
store’s designs.  Cucue MORAL 


HAN Seung Soo says his goal is to encourage 
Korean men to dress more casually. 
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INSADONG is home to art galleries and 


TYPICAL day at Myungdong, favored haunt 
stores selling Korean souvenirs and antiques. 


CHIC and cheap footwear in a Dongdaemun 
of young shoppers osceno 
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WHAT DO SUPERMODEL HEIDI 
Klum and superchef Jamie Oliver 
have in common? Both believe in 
Birkenstock comfort and quality. 
Klum, host of “Project Runway,” 
has launched her own Birken- 
stock line with a recent collabora- 
tion called Oriental Dreams. 
While Oliver, for several years 
now, has teamed up with Birken- 
stock in outfitting the promising 
cooks of his Fifteen Foundation 
with Profi-Birkis 

The core philosophy behind 
every Birkenstock product is to 
use nature as their guide in pro- 


New look for 


EDIPRESSE АЯА НАЗ 
redesigned Philippine Tatler 
along with all 10 members ofthe 
‘Asia Tatler series, in collaboration 
withvimternational design duo 
Maryjane Fahey and Mariana 
orale per 

"We have just completed a com- 
prehensive redesign project. We se 
out to improve not only the look of 
the magazine, but 
also the way itsor- 
ganized” said PII 
prese Asia CEO ШШ 
End Publisher Т A 
ie C. Goodridge. 

Building on the 
elegance tradition- 
ally associated 
with Philippine ИИИ 
Tatler, Fahey and L 
Ochs’ hae im- 
proved the naviga- 
tion of the maga- 
zine to make it eas- 
ies to read. Overall, 
the readership experience has been 
enhanced by a new shythm to 
pages and more fluidity in the lay- 
ошз, according to Goodridge. 

“We have introduced new styles 
‘af photography to our pages, from 
beautiful portraiture to exotic fash- 
ion shoots, from atmospheric re- 
portage to artistic sil Ме im- 
ages Philippine Tatlers world in 
all its vibrancy” 


Seafocd 
H Catch SES. 
Good for4  -^ 
ony P769 
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moting and preserving the ооб 
natural design and role 

The perfect width, the perfect 
length for every foot—for cen- 
turies, it has been Birkenstock’s 
specialty to provide orthopaedi- 
cally correct footwear. 

They are available in a wide 
range of styles, sizes and colors, 
опе of which is bound to fit your 
lifestyle and fashion statement. 
Your feet will thank you for it! 

In the Philippines, the first ex- 
clusive Birkenstock boutique, 
opens in June at 3/F New Ayala. 
TriNoma Mall, Quezon City. 


society rag 


The comprehensive redesign 
has included the vital design de- 
tail of new letter fonts that have 
been created exclusively for 
Philippine Tatler. These enhance 
expanded departments within the 
magazine, including Philippine 
‘Tatler signature Title Tale sec- 
tion, to give readers a better 
overview of the social month 
ahead, and a new 
section, Concierge, 
PIN: А 
\ namesake—gives 
à R the insider track on 
ишу services. | 
Philippine Taders 
Style section also 
includes a new 
page, Style File, fo- 
tusing ету 
month on a rend- 
setter in society 
In the June is- 
sue, the People 
section includes 
an interview with Paloma Picas- 
зо, the jewellery designer daugh- 
ter of Pablo Picasso. The re- 
design is perhaps most expres- 
sive in the features, which in- 
clude a stunning African safari 
story, Into the Wild, and Philip- 
pine Tatler's exclusive profile of 
Margie Moran Floirendo. 
Call +852 2547 7117 or e-mail 
bgood@edipresseasia.com 
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BIRKENSTOCK'S specialty is providing 
orthopaedically correct footwear. 
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Simplicity is a shaver that knows 
your morning isn't just about your shave. 


Philips Smart Touch - XL. You want a close shave every morning, but it doesn't 
make sense to go over your face again and again just to get it. SmartTouch-XL is 
designed to shave more with each stroke so you can get on with your day and be 


with your loved ones this Father's Day. 
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AWESOME calc barrels used for ageing the cognac 


Brandy-dazed 
in Cognac, France 


E EXPERIENCED DEFINITELY 
үү the lifestyle of the fabulous Moët 

& Chandon, dahlings, when we 
visited the champagne district of Epernay. 
We then zoomed backed to Paris for a day of 
fantastic lunch, dinner and shopping, na- 
turellement. The following day, we moved 
on to the Cognac region to discover Hen- 
nessy. There we learned the process of mak- 
ing the highest form of brandy known as 
“cognac.” 

From Paris Montparnasse, we took a comfort- 
able TGV train to Angouleme, where we were 
welcomed by the super tres charmant Cyrille 
Gautier Auriol, international training and pro- 
motion manager of Hennessy and tall eye- 
catcher Tatiana Troubetzkoy, the brand's inter- 
national press officer. 

We had lunch in Angoulemes five-star 
seafood resto where Pepper Teehankee and 
moi competed on who could slurp the most oys- 
ters. Well, moi won, palanggas, while downing 
the refreshing Hennessy Cognac with ice. 

After а two-hour drive, we arrived in the 
town called Cognac. We proceeded to the vine- 
yards and the awesome distillery of Le Peu Hen- 
messy where the world’s leading cognac is 
made. 

Monsieur Cyrille Gautier Auriol showed to us 
the terroir of the cognac area they referred to as 
the Grande Champagne. It tums out Cognac 
was subdivided into six areas with the four key 
areas contributing to the complexity of cognac, 
where the hectare had to be strictly controlled 
so as to adhere to the quality standards of 
cognac. 

‘The cognac selection is very much different 
from the other brandy brands whose producers 
buy excess grape productions or excess wines 
from different areas as raw material. One thing 
that we all have to learn is "you simply cannot 
make good wines from bad grapes and the im- 
perfection of the wine will be magnified more 
when you tum it into brandy” according to our 


TUTORED tasting with Monsieur Laurent 
Lozano, director of research and promotion 


26 
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WITH Laure Paugam (second from left) and. 
Tatiana Troubetzkoy 


Carefully controlled 

In Cognac, the grape variety is typically ugni 
blanc and, although it makes for a slightly acidic. 
wine, its perfect for transformation into cognac. 
Each process is carefully controlled so that the 
wines to be produced should be just what Hen- 
nessy requires, dahlings. 

After the wine production, the wine is then 
distilled. Distillation is the process of boiling the 
wines and collecting the vapors. In Hennessy, 
however, it is not as simple as collecting the va- 
pors. Unlike other spirits that will be more in the 
‘business of producing alcohol, Hennessy actual- 
ly collects the aromas. Its double distillation pro. 
cess over at Distillery Le Peu actually aims only 
at the very essence of the wines. 

As the distillation continues, the very essence 
of the wine is captured, and this is what they re- 
ferto as the heart. 

‘The next result is the very light and more wa- 
tery evaporation called the tails. Then more dis- 
tillation takes place, and the result is what they 
term as eau-de-vie (the water of life). It actually 
takes nine liters of wine to produce a liter of 
Hennessy cognac. 

This explains the high price of quality Hen- 
nessy, which is actually like drinking the 
essences of a case of wine, would you believe! 


Tasting committee 

Instead of jus leaving the eau-de-vie to age in 
the barrels, Hennessy has a super 
world-class tasting committee, 
which samples each cask to assess if 
it can further mature, or if it has al- 
ready reached its peak maturity and 
be ready for blending. 

The master blender is Yann Fil- 
oux, who is che seventh-generation 
master blender in the Hennessy his- 
tory This is something unique to 
Hennessy as the master blender 
shares his ancestry with Hennessy 
history. 

The Filloux famille has worked 
with Hennessy since 1800, an ongoing parner- 
ship that is over two centuries old. 

A cellar master learns from his father, his 
nose steeped in cognac from childhood. 
This is not something you сап leamina /f 
few years, dahlings. This is something 
that the Fillouxs have dedicated their 
lives toso that the world can enjoy the 
same Hennessy that the elegant aristo- 
crats and royalties enjoyed when it was FS 
first blended. ES 

Our delightful host, the ever watchful f 
chief representative Olga Azarcon, guid- 
ed us through the tasting session with the 
tall, super-dashing and articulate Lau- 
rent Lozano. 

It was definitely an experience as 
Monsieur Lozano taught us the art of 
blending. We were given three cognacs 
from different vineyards and different 
vintages (1973, 1975 and 1986) to 
blend. Each cognac had йз own taste pro- 
file and it was up to us to blend to our Wass 
own preference. 

It was so easy actually, as we blended only 
three cognacs; but imagine blending more than 
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WITHOUT 
BATTING 
AN EYELASH 
Maurice 


Arcache 


Photos by Alex Van Hagen 
using Kedak EasyShare 
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BEAUTIFUL manicured garden 


PHILIPPINE Tatier’s Anton San Diego, PDI's Maurice Arcache, 
Hennessy chief representative Olga Azarcon and Star's Pepper 


Teehankee 


MONSIEUR Cyrille 
Gautier Auriol showing 
us the grapes of the 
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MAKING of the oak 


barrel by top 
experienced artisans 


30 cognacs to create the awesome high-p 
Hennessy ХО! Then there is the Hen: 
Paradis and Richard with more than 100 c 
nacsto blend. 

Suddenly, I thought aloud: Hey! Luxury c 
not seem so easy after all. So moi left the cognac 
assemblage to the super experts and just simply 
enjoyed that glass of Hennessy. 

"We also met brilliant and young Manfred 
Chen, the business development manager for 
Asia, Japan and global travel retail, who ex- 
plained Hennessy's latest wines and spirits data, 
showing that the total market share of Hennessy 
cognac, which is 43 percent, is more than the 
volume of the next three competitors combined. 


Chateau de Bagnolet 

"We then went to another fabulous chateau, 
The Chateau de Bagnolet is impressive; it has 
luspious gardens all over with the house casting 
а timeless, romantic, aristocratic ambience, 
dahlings. It is part of the more than 200-hectare 
property of Hennessy that is bordered by the 
Charente river, for the most elegant dinner and 
overnight say. 

‘The Chateau was lined with gorgeous prints 
and cloth-covered walls, reminiscent of the 
French aristocratic way of life. Each single detail 
of the luxury chateau ensured that we would be 
pampered with only the best! 

То our delight, our salle de bain (as in, both 
rooms) was filled with all sorts of Christian Dior 
items, no les, for both men and women. 

"The Chateau is a super-elegant 19th century 
house purchased by Auguste Hennessy as his 
main residence in 1840. It is a magical and ex- 
ceptional site that forms a romantic haven of 
peace near the tranquil river located close to the 
town of Cognac. 

Here, dahlings, the art of entertaining is a 
guiding principle; one could even call ita certain 
philosophy of life. АП фе aspects of good living 
are brought together. The talented chef creates 

a subtle and inventive cuisine, serving delicate 
food that blends the different flavors to perfec- 
боп; as well as excellent wines, super rare cog- 
пас, and carefully selected cigars. 

Bright and early the next morning, we 
went to the Hennessy Cooperage site in La 

\ sarrazine. The town of Cognac is home to 60 
} percent of all French coopers and well- 

known for the quality of the cask produced 
there. No cognac would exist without oak 
wood! Without wood, neither maturing nor 
ageing would be possible. It is therefore impor- 


HENNESSY'S 1800 aging reserves 


AUGUSTE'S wife, 
the beautiful Irene d' Anthes, who 
died at the young age of 36 


tant for Hennessy to entrust responsibility for 
ensuring the irreproachable quality of its casks 
tohighly experienced artisans. 

Later on we had the pleasure of being toured 
by the witty Cyrille Gautier Auriol to the 
Founders Cellar that housed the Hennessy eau- 
деме back in the 1800s. This is another special- 
ty to Hennessy as its rare collection of eau-de-vie 
is used for such blends as Hennessy Richard and 
Hennessy Paradis. Both are blends of more than 

0 eau-de-vie which have been aged for more 
thana century. 

It was an exquisite experience to savor the 
piece de resistance, 100-year-old Paradis, subtly 
bursting with its waves of spicy and floral notes. 
Exactly the paradise my palate had been hoping 
to discover all these years 


Back to Paris 

Then it was time to rush back to Paris for a 
fabulous dinner hosted by the irreplaceable 
woman of substance and style, Vicki Belo, of the 
world-class Belo Clinic, for 16 of her pals, with 
the help of Babette Aquino Benoit, at the chi- 
chi restaurant IEtoile. But that's another story 
sooner than soon, dahlings. 

Brief history of Hennessy: It is one of the old- 
est and most famous manufacturers of cognac, а 
type of French distilled wine, or brandy. The 
‘company was born when the Irishman Richard 
Hennessy, who was a mercenary for the French 
king and waslater compensated with land in the 
town of Cognac in France in 1765, started а 
trading business, initially sending liquor back to 
his Irish friends and relatives. His son, James 
Hennessy, expanded the business into the 
brandy production with which the town is now 
synonymous. zn 

The business was renamed James (or 
Jacques) Hennessy and Co.—a name the coni- 
pany retains today The company has been man, 
aged by successive generations of Hennessys 
(now on their eighth generation). 3 

Ownership has changed over the years 
though. In 1971, Hennessy merged Moér-et 
Chandon. In 1987, the drinks group then 
merged with fashion house Louis Vuitton to ce- 
ate what is now the world's largest luxury goods 
conglomerate, LVMH. 

Hennessy currently sells about three million 
awesome cases of cognac each year, 

Remember, Hennessy above all is a promise. 
A promise of pleasure, of encounters, of privi- 
Тегей shared moments. 

Hey, anyone for the bubbly Moët & Chandon 
or Hennessy on the rocks? Well, I'l take both, 
mies cheris (asin, mv dahlinest 
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Programs for special children for 2007-2008 Goines ON 


ENROLLMENT IS ONGOING LECTURE. The Wellness institute Ortigas, Pasig. Call 6874445, manage cash flow and read finan- Pasig. Call 6874445, 6873415, ment), July 20, 9 a.m.-5 p.m. "Ef- 
until June 30 at Cupertino Center will conduct a lecture-workshopon 6873415, 6874545; or visit cial statements by offering the fol- 6874645 or visit www.business- есіме Business Communication 
for Special Children, the nonstock, how meditation can help overcome — www.businessmaker-acade- lowing workshops: Accounting for maker-academy.com. (Writing, Speaking & Presentation 
‘nonprofit day school run bythe | depression 1-5 p.m.,June9, atthe —my.com. Non-Accountants, June 9, and Tax- Skills), July 25-26; “Purchasing 
Foundation for Retarded Children, institute's conference room, Escri- ation for individuals and Согрога- SEMINAR. CFS Creative Training Management, July 25, 9 a.m.-5 
"Imc Established in 1965, Cupertino. va Street, behind the University от SEMINAR. Businessmaker Acade- tions, June 30. The seminar willbe апд Management will hold the fol- p.m.; “Effective Business Corre- 
is dedicated to serve children, ado- Авіа and the Pacific in Ortigas. Dr. my wili heip participants under- Һе at 1503A West Tower, Philip- lowing seminars: "Leadership spondence,” July 27, 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
lescents and adults with special Ibarra M. Gonzalez will conduct the stand basic accounting terms, pine Stock Exchange, Ortigas, Skills (Effective People Manage- Са! 8697960, 8232358, 8234825. 
needs. It provides educational, ^ — lecture-workshop, which is part of 
therapeutic and lifetime skills not the program of the Natasha Goul- 
available in regular schools and bourn Foundation. He will discuss 
clinics. Cupertino is duly асте common causes of depression, 
ed by the Department of Education principles and techniques for effec- 
and has the status of a special-edu- live meditation. He will also con- 
cation elementary school. Admis- duct various meditation exercises. 
sion age is 4-14 years. The school Call 6317794, 6370497 or 0918- 
also offers pre-vocational courses 9337577. 
to give students skills that will en- 
able them to be productive and DIGITAL WEB DESIGN COURSE. A 
even get jobs. On-the-job training two-day course hands-on seminar 
in office work, cooking, laundry which includes computer lab appli- 
and other skilis is provided. Admis- cation, free software and comput- 
sion age for these programs is 15- — er-based design exercises will be 
20 years. Fax 9284115. held June 29-30, at 1503A West 

Tower, Philippine Stock Exchange, 


DINNER for Japanese media in Cebu. Department of Tourism Team 
Japan head Benito C. Bengzon Jr. center, second row) takes 
representatives of the Japanese media on a familiarization tour of 
Cebu. The visit included dinner at a seafood restaurant. The media 
touris part of the DOT's ongoing marketing campaign that promotes 
new Philippine attractions in the Japanese market. 


Exclusive sample sale 


TOGETHER WITH GRUPO LA pieces for them. 

Сора, an upcoming specialty ^ Offering premium deals and 

boutique, Globe Platinum re- great bargains is only a small 

cently held an exclusive Sample way by which Globe Platinum 

Salethatbroughtinthemostex- rewards its loyal customers. 

tlusive fashion brands and de- Other indulgences include free 

signer labels, many of them still use of roaming handsets, free 

not locally available. pick-up and delivery of handsets. 

These were put on display at for repair, free emergency hand. 

the Rockwell Tent and were оп set use, up to seven Globe 

sale for up to 70-percent off of Handyphone lines, privileges at 

their original price. The one-of- the Hub, spare emergency SIM 
a-kind and hard-to-find original сага, a 24-hour dedicated hot- 

pieces were complemented by line, invites to private events CAPTURE MORE WITH EASE. 
the présence of personal stylists and special merchant-based dis 

and fitting-room assistants who counts. apart Бүз fos eye beet дүе Te 

new features a superb high-resolution а 

helped shoppers find the right Call 7301000. ne OC sees ree tS, loge dos ad 

sonal with your favourite subject. fik a switch on the 

rp E Few 06230 and їз powerful opta zoom takes you there 

d in an instant. Along with a host of powerful features such 

as Quick Start, Canon Video Lens and DIGIC DV Il imaging 

Processor, both camcorders ensure you аге ready to capture. 

the highest quality videos anytime, anywhere. Canon DVD 

Camcorders. Where form and function are truly perfected 


ge 


aparen 


ZOOM CLOSER 
WITH 35x OPTICAL ZOOM is 
* 


Canon Marketing (Philippines, Inc. it 
E Maren Рига, 2153 Don Cro Roces Ave. co. V.A. Ruino St, Makati Cy == Defighiful Years 


Dianne Tan, Regina Sambalido and Globe Platinum's Cynthia Tel 864 9000+ Fax 6109757 + Елтай nioScance.com.ph + win canon. com ph im Te тшшен 


Mangahas and Coco Domingo 


Get Corinected. Stay Connected! 


Enjoy *5 Hours with your Go!100 card from 
corner May 7 to July 30, 2007. For inquiries you can call 
heres Aosta ee our 24-Hr. Customer Service Hotline at 3001000. 

www.gointernet.com.ph - Cached - No Similar pages 


—— Pup, 


Lo ng surfing hours > 


Hours: 123456789 10.11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 Next 
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HP recommends Windows Vista" Home Premium. 


Centrino 5. 
Duo [ d 


5PM Express upset 


"m (141) WIGA High-Definition 
I: 

16058 

атте зарем вх DID RW 


Integated 5 in-1 dighal memory reader slot 

"negated 13 Megapitl webcam 

Atetansing sp 

Remote cont 

yal headphone ja 

"ay vary depending on conigraon 

«онар Detinton cantent (е, WMV HP les) is required to view high 
nto mages Most current DVDS do ot provide Ng defiten. 
“processor T5600 (2MB 2 cache, 1. 83Hz батн: FSB) 


COMPAQ PRESARIO 
P79, 950 | 519577 NOTEBOOK re 
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ion DV2220TX Notebook PC powered by Intel® 
Centrino? Duo Processor Technology or a Compaq Presario 
B1957TU Notebook PC ond get a FREE HP Laserjet 1020 
Printer. Get the most out of your mulfimedia computing lifestyle. 
Enjoy High Definition video, games and music wherever you 
go. And when its time to do serious work on your computer, 
print out your documents with the free HP Laserjet 1020 printer. 
Promo period is from May 24 - June 17, 2007. 


Promotion mechani 


1, Buy an HP Pavilion DV22207X or Compaq Presario B1957TU Notebook 
РС from May 24 to June 17, 2007 ard rgceive on HP Laserjet 1020 Printer. 
Claim your free HP Laserjet Primer by sending ће following via lox laserjet Printer. 
or email to Yeops Corporation c/o Ms. RC Concepcion: o} Sales йедетров of бе fre дет їой uni August 17, 2 
ivoica/ Oficial receipt. Ы Cut out notebook serial number sicker. 5. Agency contact info: o) Tel. No. (02) 7532558 b) fox по. (02) 
«] Valid ID d} Contact number. 8451634 c) Ofice Address 2306 Herrera Tower, Rufino comer 
А customer service representative will c Volero St. Salcedo Vilage Makati Сау 


regarding е delivery or claiming of ihe tems. [Surrender Ње cut out 
iol number ond pholocopy of бе invoice upon claiming of бе HP. 


Coll 1-800-1441-6688 or (632) 867-3557 
Email ph.contact@hp.com 


psit tassi 


PARTICIPATING RESELLERS: Metro Mania: HP Store (ula Vargas) 636-7589 * HP Store DLSU Te) 536 3245 « Accent Mcra/PC Live 771-0779: 633-172: 
Hub 637-3988; 637-4444-45 « Octagon 635-9080/867-1705 * Slican Valley G33-1723/24; 807-9372 « TCA - The Computer 
926-1322 * HP Store Mall of Asia 556-0194 e PC Won-Gimore 725-1819 

“HP Terms and Conditons apply “Redemption later tan abore slated cate will not 

62007 Hewlett-Packard Development Company, LP. Celeron, Celeron Insi 

Inside, Pentium, Pentium Inside, Xeon, and Xeon Inside is a trademark ot Ite Corporation in i ent of higher performance. Oher products mentioned 
herein may be trademarks or registered rademers of their respective companies. Microsoft and Windows are U.S registered trademarks of MirosoltCoporaon. Windows Vista is eher a registered trademark 
тг гадети ol Microsoft Corporation in the Unted States andor ather counties. "Certain Windows Vista product features require advanced or addtional harar. Windows Viste Upgrade Advisor can heip you 
eterno wrych features of Windows Visia wili тип on your computer. To douicad the tool, Ей waw windowsvista. cornupgradeadvisor. For Windows Vista system requirements, vist systemrequiremenis. The HP 
Contact Center is available Mondays ги Fridays 8:20 a.m 5:30 p.m. 


Jeciromorid 812-3868; 927-9525 « ComplinkE- 
810-5090 • Viliman Computer Systems 683-0532/33; 
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ANG MAS MATINDING 
WESTERN UNION GOLD CARD" 


Free 1 serving Sago Gulaman for a 


10% discount on all Disney and Melawares for kids 


hát 
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STYLISH shirts that make a statement from 
Whatever (P149.75) 


Wear what you 
want to say 


NOW AVAILABLE EXCLUSIVELY AT 
Robinsons Department Store is Whatever, a 
trendy line of graphic and statement tees. 

The tees convey witty messages and 
smart statements for and by young people. 
What's great about Whatever shirts is that 
they are all priced at P199.75 or lower. 

With various unique designs and fresh 
styles, Whatever boasts of high-quality tees 
and tank tops. They are colorful and 
durable and have amusing graphic designs 
that will help you make a chic statement in 
school, at home or wherever. 

Check out the new and exclusive Whatev- 
er shirts at Robinsons Department Store, 
with branches in Robinsons Malls, Walter- 
mart Malls, Metropolis Star and Festival 
Mall in Alabang; Nepo Mall Pampanga and 
Dagupan, Pangasinan; and Limketkai Mall, 
Cagayan de Oro City. Мей 
www.rds.com.ph. 


MUST-HAVE in every girl's closet: Trendy 
line of graphic and statement tees from 
Whatever (P199.75) 


е арты. Я 


BALIK-ISKWELA, BALIK SAYA 
GAMITIN NA ANG WESTERN UNION GOLD CARDI* 


imum purchase of Php 300 


Discount valid only at Leonardo Direct Sales outlets. Call the Western Union Hotline 


to inquire about the Leonardo Direct Sales outlet near you. 


Free Fresh Lumpiang Ubod or 2 Servings Garlic Rice for every order of one Whole Regular Chicken 


123 456 789. 15% discount for a minimum purchase of Php 500 
PH s 


Php 500 discount on WOW Magic Sing Microphone 


Just present your card together withthe discount coupon athe indicated establishment. Call 888-1200 (Morro Marila}. 


028881200 outside Metro Manda (NDD ratos apiy) or 1-800-1-888-1200 (PLDT toro, or 1-800-9-888-1200 


(Giobeinas toro] lor mora information 


“Discount coupons avaiable at select Westom Union Agent locations. Terme and Conditions вррӯ See yrs for details 


Promo duration from Apri 9, 2007 -June 30, 2007. Par DTINCR Permit No. 1360, Series о! 2007. 


о тоот ten Un ношор ne Ais saved 


FAST, REUABLE, WORLDWIDE MONEY TRANSFER 
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257573 Editor Chelo Banal-Formoso echec еей куй ада 
Tu E юге " - мааниле дее 

Contributing Editor. E E е i i Е 
галена » H ү {1 [Е oy eme 


Inquirer fe name/age/city/message to 
2207 (Globe) or 283 (Smart) 


beauty buzz « beauty buzz • beauty buzz beauty buzz « beauty buzz « beauty buzz • beauty buzz e beauty 
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Since Kiehl's is now 
KIRSTEN Dunst. 


loves Amino Acid i i 
Pere ros in Manila, all I have 


Conditioning Rinse to do to get my Lip 
UE Balm #1 is hop 


Facial Moisturizer, 


Soothing Gel ona car and go 
Masque. 
to Greenbelt 5 


TEHES IS IN MANILA! NOW 1 
#1 through friends leaving 

for the US or Hong Kong. 
I believe I'm a pretty giving person, but 
when friends ask if I have balm and I know I 
have brought my Kiehl's Lip Balm #1 with 


me, it takes longer for me to pull it out and I 
even watch how much they get out of the = 
tube. 
Tr sounds so sad LACOSTE 


and I'm not proud of 
it, but that’s all in the 
рай now sine 
Kiehl's is here! All T 
have to do now to get 
my fave tube is hop 
on a car and go to 
Greenbelt 5. 

Kiehl's was found- 
ed as an old-world 
apothecary in New 
York’s East Village 

- > over 150 years ago. 
Ria Francisco- its unique and exten- 

iet sive background rep- 

Prieto _ resents a blend of 

cosmetic pharmaceu- 

ticals, herbal and medicinal knowledge devel- 
oped through generations. 

It actually started as a full-service pharma- 
cy but has dedicated itself to making quality 
products for skin and hair care formulation. 

My Kiehl's faves include: 


Lip Balm #1. When you spread it on your 
lips, you can actually “feel the love.” At least 
that’s howa friend and I describe it. Even boys 
make a beeline for this wonder tube. 

The balm is made of Aqualene, Sweet Al- 
mond Oil, Allantoin and Vitamin E. It also 
contains Aloe Vera, wheat germ oil and Vita- 
min A, which create soft supple lips all year 
round. Size: 15ml tube/jar P450. 


Creme de Corps is a super- 
enriched, nourishing treat- 
ment with a creamy, buttery 
texture meant for drier skin. It 
spreads on easy and doesn’t 
have that sticky feeling. This 
all-over body moisturizer con- 
tains beta-carotene combined 
with Aloe Vera, Squalene, Vi- 
tamin A and E, and vegetable 
oils to soothe and moisturize 
skin, Size: 125ml, P1,100; and 
250ml, P1,750. 


UP AND COMING/E2 


un peu d'air sur terre 


www.lacoste.com 


LACOSTE ACCESSOIRES: ALABANG TOWN CENTER - GIORIETTA IV М МЕСАМАЦ · THE PODIUM 
3 : AYALA CENTER, CEBU - ROBINSONS PLACE MANILA - THE POWER PLANT [ROCKWELL CENTER) 
any Gas Ones ei Dead GATEWAY MALL, ARANETA CENTER SM MALL OF ASIA - TRINOMA 

Solutions Overnight. WHIWALLPOSTERS COM 
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DEMI Moore loves КїеһЇ' lip. 
glosses, WWWLSTTHERACECOM 


loves Liquid Body 
Cleanser Alpin Herbs, 
Tea Tree Oil Toner, 
Blue Astringent 
Herbal Lotion, Cryste 
Marine Firming 
Cream. 


7 ORLANDO Bloom loves Kieht’s Eye Alert. CAMERON Diaz loves Ultra Facial Cream. 


| Un and coming beauty products 
that are worth the wait 


From page Et + Ultra Facial Moisturizer has a 
Amino Acid Shampoo is a significant amount of Squalene, 
blend of two amino acid an emollient derived from oils 
cleansers with pure coconut that are delivered from avocados, 
oil cleanser to create a gentle, apricot kernels and sweet al- 
creamy lather shampoo. What mond. Use it before applying 
I love about this product is makeup for great results. Even 
thatit is notharshon ту һайт; -grens better it can also be used by men. 
some shampoos are just too зулол 1 make my husband use the one 
strong and end up drying my with the SPF when he's out play- 
hair. ing golf. Without sunscreen: 
‘Also, because the Amino 75ml, P900; and 125ml, P1,500. 
Acid Shampoois formulated for With’ SPF: 75ml, P1,050; and 
colored or treated hair and dry 125ml, P1,795. 
scalp, i's the best product to try Hold on, beauty junkies. 
when I feel my hair needs some Don't get too excited just yet! 


22 J| TLC. Size: 125ml, P750; and Kiehl's wont open until Octo- 
JAKE Gyllenhaal also loves Eye Alert. 250ml, P1,350. ber. T 
WIWGREENEARTHANTHOU COM 


January 


MTWTRES SMTWTRFS 


wed 


FAO A EER леан 


Use your Metrobank Card on any gas and grocery purchase 
and get a chance to win a year's supply for free! 


Use your Metrobank Card on your gas and grocery purchases to earn So hurry! Swipe your gas and grocery purchases 
raffle coupons which can win you any of the 100 gas and grocery credits De nae ша кы йил © 
worth up to P 5,000 at stake monthly. And on the grand draw, you may d 
be one of the two lucky winners who will enjoy as much as P 10,000 Apply for a Metrobank card now! 
monthly gas and grocery credits all year round for FREE! Call 8-700-700. 


Purchase Number of Raffle Tickets 
P1,000 - P 1,499 

P 1,500 - P 1,999 

P 2,000 and above. 


@метковдык 


Youre in qud hands. 
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ТОР HAIRDRESSERS COMPETED IN THE 
Philippine Hairdressing Awards (PHA) re- 
cently at the RCBC Plaza. 

Presented by Schwarzkopf Professional, 
the event gathered the country’s best hai 
dressers who had passed a pre-judging phase. 
‘The panel of judges was composed of design- 
ers and beauty experts Fanny Serrano, Vicky 
Sumbillo, Stefan Wilczynski and Frederick 
Peralta, and photojournalist Bobot Meru. 

Phoemela Barranda hosted the awards 
night. 

"The nights big winner was Indigo Salon's 
Bong Aparente who bagged the Philippine 
Hairdresser of the Year Award, for his win- 
ning entry in the Avant Garde Category. 
Aparente's creation was a striking fusion of 
style and colors. For winning the grand prize, 
he earned the right to represent the Philip- 
pines in the Asia Hairdressing Awards. 

‘The winners in the other categories were 
Оду Coronel, Harry Acufia and Aparente of In- 
digo Salon (Team of the Year); R2 Tolentino of 
Huelgas Hairdressing (Mens Style); Marlon 
"Tantiado of Fix Bench Salon-Ermita (Commer- 
cial Style); and Jay Ramos of Indigo Salon 
(Newcomer of the Year). 

launched during the finals were the 
Schwarzkopf Essential Looks, a high fashion- 
based collection of four trend-setting hairstyles, 
‘cuts and colors called the Schwarzkopf Individ- 


The 
country’s 
top mane 
stylists are 
named 

in the 
Philippine 
Hairdressing 
Awards 
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ht 


MEN'S CATEGORY 
winning entry by R2 
Tolentino (Huelgas 
Hairdressing) 


uality-The Diverse Collection, for Spring-Sum- 
mer 2007. The four looks were Futurism, Siren, 
2-Tone and The Dancer. 

Another highlight was the hair-cutting and 
styling demonstration by Schwarzkopf re- 
gional ambassador Somsak Chalachol of 
Thailand. Schwarzkopf's Philippine ambes- 
sadors Nikki Bacay (Traffic Salon), Lorna 


Sandoval (David's Salon) and Weng de Guz- 
man (Fix Bench Salon) also showcased their 
own takes on the 2007 trends. 

Major sponsors of this years PHA were 
Michelle V Lim Creations for Sari Sari Store in 
Greenhills and Ermita, Academy of Beauty 
and Arts, Beauty Bar, Elianto and designers 
Jerome Salaya-Ang and Cecilio Abad. 


WVihoeverMMhereverMUhatever. 


-Megamall- North EDSA - Makati Май of Asi 


‘We've got it all for you! ЕТТ 


s Pinas = Manila -Sta. Mesa Harrison Plaza -Cubao Fairview -Bicutan San Lazaro 
Pampanga -Clark- Bacoor Lucena = Baguio = Marlao = Dasmarinas + tangas Sta. Rosa «Lipa lloilo Cebu Cagayan de Oro - Davao 


INTRODUCING 
THE ‘M LITE MASTERCARD 


іметповамк 
Урон in, got hands 


0 E 
2 49 Jo. THAT'S INTEREST IN YOUR BEST INTEREST. Interested? Apply Now! 


Call 8-700-700 


Minimum interest. Maximum savings. Spend, shop and save with ease 


With the 'M Lite MasterCard, your best interest is in mind 
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near 
With the HP Photosmart C4180 AllinOne, everyday photo [етом 
printing is made exciting, АЙ in a compact ond stylish design that 

[ив you print, copy and scan all your photos and documents with 

reliable performance, Get all these functions and enjoy color 

that’s both irue4olife and longlosting. Get the HP Photosmart 

C4180 Allin-One or any of the printers featured in this od from eem Ree 
May 02 to July 31, 2007 and get a free pair of Crocs. Now са 


that's real excitement in on Allin-Onel p! 


Кт 
HP ALLIN-ONES. PRINT. FAX. SCAN. COPY. 
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ty omy i pepe Pe, BIANCA Araneta for 


EIU S stoic каа Same, E Kérastase's 
omiaan SEES "um faeces 


Hp PHOTOSMART 
piu. 5180 МЫМ Оке. 6160 ALINONE 


| P5,990 P12,990 P17,980 


p tee ct Pame ne cn me 
ШЫК ын | аа анача Pon as aara m poa Ba 
ME ЕЯ E 
épnecepeieum Sent ls pope 
taren menor emt man ian TWEETIE de Leon- 
pM 


[e See wm tts Gonzales for 
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KERASTASE ONCE MORE CELEBRATED CLASSIC 
elegance and timeless beauty with the launch of Age 
Recharge and the first-ever Kérastase local icons. 
‘Over 300 guests were treated to a night of pure in- 
= dulgence and luxury at Warehouse 135 recently. 
NS Te Hors d'oeuvres were selected and styled by Joey 
Womcue be ОСЫ { prornceet Feo m Сагро. Haagen-Dazs satisfied the sweet tooth of 
28е Аме ВАНЧО party-goers while six unique Bacardi and Bom- 
P6,990 P9,990 P13,990 bay Sapphire cocktails were concocted and 
C CL named after each Kérastase Icon 
E Я E The audience was transported back to the 
Lr ee und» ——— Victorian era with an enchanting baroque 
Scat M e уюн бома, dance number, which featured the trans- 
кА Mere йо, apart rot сен к 
Suro snp baer Er 5 : formation of Marie Antoinette into the 
тесте contemporary Kérastase woman 
The event climaxed with the un. 
veiling of the local icons as seen 
from the lenses of Wig Tysm: 
Rina Ortiz for Age Rechar 
(——— Qj Tweeüe de Leon-Gonzales 
for Resistance; Bianca 
Araneta for Reflection; 
Jessica Kienle for Soleil; 
Trisha Bermudez 
Nutritive; and Ar- 
mand del Rosario for 
Specifique. 
DJ Montano and Ab- 
bygale Arenas-de Leon 
were crowned best 
dressed monsieur and 
madam of the ni 


€— 
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Silky smootb nail polish 


Slimming has never Mns 
b een t his easy. contemporary diamond French 


manicure collection that gives 


ici H a silky smooth, crystallizing 
Visible results in as ШЕЕ 
little as 45 mins Using components imported 

. from Europe, Caronia's unique 
colors are long-wearing, have 
lasting shine and are easy to 
apply. 

It’s the top choice for salons, kets, Robinsons’ Department 
manicurists and Filipinas who stores and Big R Supermar- 
share a love for color and dis- kets, Ever Department Stores 
criminating detail. and Supermarkets, Isetann De- 

Caronia nail polish and nail partment Stores, Shopwise, 
care products are available at Watson's, Hortaleza, Mercury 
The Landmark, SM Depart- Drug Stores and other leading 
ment Stores and Supermar- retail outlets nationwide. 


New anti-aging makeup 


REVLON INTRODUCES THE ished with vitamin E and Luffa 


s В " iy: new Age Defying 2-Way Com- Hydro-essence, which act as an- 
Fight weight gain by optimizing Mise Powder with Borm, a teoxidants to help maintain the 
your body’s metabolism! technologically advanced anti- skin's natural moisture. Revlon 
aging makeup. It reduces the Age Defying 2-Way Compact 
appearance of fine lines and Powder with Botafirm's SPF 12 
wrinkles by up to 50 percent in also protects against harmful 
just two weeks, thanks to UV rays. 
Per DTI-NCR Р 5 Botafirm, an exclusive complex Whether you use any of its 
of botanicals and hexapeptide. буе available shades wet or dry, 
Because it works with the this revolutionary Revlon prod- 
skin’s own naturally occurring uct moisturizes, smoothes and 
proteins, it helps reduce wrin- firms skin, so your complexion 
kles and fine lines, езресіаПу ол looks flawless, younger and 
the forehead and around the more radiant. 
eyes. Available in Watson’s, Robin- 
Из Soft Focus Powder son's, Cinderella, Ever, Gaisano, 
smoothes and blends out skin PCX, Landmark, Sta. Lucia, Mer- 
imperfections, for a natural, cury Drug Glorietta, Unimart, 
translucent and long-lasting fin- International Drugs and other 
ish. What's more, skin is nour- leading department stores. 


— M 


AGE Defying 2-Way 
‘Compact Powder 


-5ип; 8am-8pm 


MAKATI: 752-0600 • 752-0601 QUEZON CITY: 374-06000 • 374-0800 
Upper G/F Somerset Olympia G/F New Grange Building 
7912 Makati Ave., Makati City 32 Timog Ave. , Quezon City 
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ТМД ГЕ "Cad A rock-solid album for 
ERI li iw) u [F RI H Rivermaya Review/F3 
; Ў a Tii ^ 
A мысы Timmy Cruz 's house of pure 
‘sms feedback inquirer ent namelage/cty’message to 2207 (Globe) and 263 (Smart) or email us at p. enterainmentGinquirerzom.ph Website: wineingurecneventersinment GXpressions Living Stars/G1 


t| Ngayong pasukan, pasok lahat sa budget mo. ; b (6 e 
КОМНЫ раена кеды е рган, bilihin* А 655 © HSBC 4X» 


The world's local bank 


sa National Book Store pwedeng bayaran ng three gives. 


PINOY TALENTS IN NEW YORK 
BERNARDO Bernardo (standing) and 
Ramon de Ocampo are part ofa five- 
person cast that has been getting rave 
reviews for a stage production in New | r4 
York. See InHollywood, F6. матин 


MMFF exec: 
Producers 

have agreed 
to new rules 


By Bayani San Diego Jr. 


S THE LOCAL MOVIE N- ẸJA 

Ax gears up for the 33rd 
Metro Manila Film Festival 

with the an- 

nouncement of 


the first batch of. тр, 
Калы today, 105 DOW 50 


Wilson Tieng, a 
decer Тыш for 
festival execu- commercial 
tive committe, ^. |... 
told молк Еп: Viability in 
tertainment that 

several produc- the 

ers have accept- ч 

ей апе ММЕР festival's 


rule that per- i 
tains to the revi- selection 
sion of the crite- criteria 

ria for the selec- 

tion of screen- 

plays and winner of Best Picture. 

In the selection of screenplays, higher percent- 
age is now given to Commercial Viability—50 
percent, up from last years 40. 

Creativity, Story, Writing Excellence, Innova- 
tion and Thematic Value will comprise 40 percent 
and the remaining 10 percent will be for Filipino 
Cultural and/or Historical Value. 

The same set of standards is basically followed. 
for judging Best Picture. Artistry, Technical Excel- 
Тепсе, Innovation and Global Appeal is given 40 
percent; Cultural and/or Historical Value, 10; 
and Box Office, 50 percent. 


Controversy 
The commercial success criterion s computed 
based on the box-office results for the first three ване 
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By Bayani San Diego Jr. 


IN THE FRENCH NEWSPAPER LE MONDE, 
Filipino director Brillante Mendoza's “Foster 
Child" got a rave review from critic Jean-Luc 
Douin: "We salute Mendoza who depicts, 
with the virtuosity of a documentarian, the 
sacrifices of a woman [from] the slums of 
Manila who raises abandoned children ... The 
barrier between reportage and fiction is 
‘small, allowing the director to lead us inside 
the urban mess ... [with his] camera. The way 
Mendoza justifies Theroine] Thelma's tears is 
indeed a lesson in filmmaking,” 

“Foster Child” had its world premiere at 
the Directors’ Fortnight of the Cannes Film 
Festival last month. 

It was the "perfect" birthday gift, lead 
actress Cherry Pie Picache said of the 
French trip. 

“Cannes is a beautiful place,” she looked 
back. 

“Foster” was well-received, she related. 


WITH HIGH-SCHOOL and college friends 


PHILIPEIN 


ууата: 


' ENTERTAINMENT 


From Cannes 
to Kamuning 


“My fuchsia terno by Frederick Peralta 
also got good reviews from the audience,” 
she joked. 

But after the Cannes high, she went 
hurtling back to reality as she had to spend 
her birthday on May 27 ina plane. 

She recalled: “I spent almost 24 hours in 
transit. When I got home the afternoon af- 
ter my birthday, no one was home. I was so 
depressed.” 

It turned out that niece Bayzee had ac- 
tually planned a surprise party in 
Kafebaresto, a Kamuning watering hole 
owned by actors Romnick Sarmenta and 
Harlene Bautista 

*] was so happy because my son Anton, 
his dad Gary, my family, co-workers, even 
high-school and college friends from St. 
Paul, were there," she recounted. 

Among the stars present at the bash 
were Gelli de Belen, Jomari Yllana, Jearié? 


Garcia, Candy Pangilinan and a very preg- & 


nant Meryll Soriano. 


France, with Brillante Mendoza, director. 


WITH WRITER Ralston Jover and 
Mendoza, at the Cannes presscon for 

moderated by Fortnight 
artistic director Olivier Pere, L. 


By Pocholo Concepcion 
Contributor 


THE FATE OF ROCK-ALTERNA- 
tive band Rivermaya hangs in the 
balance after its leader, Rico 
Blanco, went solo recently. 

But the band’s most recent stu- 
dio album, “Isang Ugat, Isang Рио” (Viva 
Records), is rock-solid. Released late last 
year, it stands to become an invaluable ref- 
erence material on the 1980s—crucial 
years that preceded the massive popularity 
of local alternative music. 

Save for “Isang Bandila,” commissioned 
bya TV network for its late-night news pro- 
gram, the rest of the tracks in “Isang Ugat" 
are all covers—songs which, Rico says, had 
inspired him to form his own band. 

Inthe CD's liner notes, Rico explains that. 
all he initially wanted was to gather River- 
maya and record for posterity some cuts 
from “Chemical Wedding,” an obscure but 

"highly regarded independent album by 
Deans December. It is now out of print. Ri- 
co's own copy, he says, was “totally worn 
out after nearly two decades of abuse.” 


Wonderful tribute 

There was no plan for a commercial re- 
lease, until Rivermaya started covering 
more songs by other influential local bands 
that enjoyed cult status in the'80s. 

The result is a wonderful tribute album 
that serves as a link, especially for those 
clueless on the kind of music Rico was per- 
sonally attached to prior to his coming of 
age as a guitar player, keyboardist, singer 
and songwriter. 

Interestingly, the 12 tracks covered here 
are by bands that show equal facility with 
English and Filipino songwriting. 

Ethic Faces "Golden Boy” is a bright alle- 
gory on racial pride, with an ironic twist 
that’s memorable for Jack Sicat’s ad lib 


Rivermaya has solid new 
album—but no more Rico 


REviEw 


lines, “Ang tatay mong kalbo,” 
also preserved in the Rivermaya 
version. 

"Two songs each by Deans De- 
cember, Identity Crisis, Violent 
Playground and Joey Ayala are 
included. Whether emotionally 
heavy in lyrics ("Healing," "M, 
Sanctuary”), powerful in images ("Ho 
“Padayon”) or just plain catchy in melody 
(Tupperware Par" "Never the Bright 
Lights"), these songs are retained ín their 
orginal versions, performed almost in 
note-for-note fashion, because, as Rico jus- 
tifies, "We were just fans rocking out to our 
Favorite songs.” 


Reflective 

Although excitement builds right from 
the start, with the new wave moods and at- 
titudes of “Golden Boy” “Tupperware Par- 
у” “Му Sanctuary,” “Things Within" (by Si- 
los) and “Healing,” things get reflective 
with the folk tempo of “Шо” (with Kitchie 
Nadal as guest vocalist) 

Then hell explodes in the middle with 
the punk anger of the Jerks’ “Romantic 
КШ”—а song heard very rarely and only on. 
dzRJ's vintage “Pinoy Rock & Rhythm” Sun- 
day show. 

‘The setting turns into a celebration of 
‘working-class values with “Padayon,” then 
bursts into bitterness and admonition with 
the Wuds “Inosente Lang ang Nagtataka” 
(Raimund Marasigan joining in the vocal 
ruckus), before finally winding down with 
the optimism of “Sumigaw, Umawit Ka.” 

Оп hindsight, Rico must have realized it 
was impossible to squeeze, in one album, 
other important—and possibly more influ- 
ential—songs by other artists that changed 
his life. For this he tried to make up by 
thanking the following in the credits: Be- 
trayed, Urban Bandits, Dead Ends and Pri- 
vate Stock. 


Even fashion 
Even the fashionable cloth- 
ing boutiques of the time are 
acknowledged: Shambu, High 
Adventure and Khumbmella, 
as well as radio stations RT, NU 
and XB 102. 

“Isang Ugat, Isang Dugo” 
gave Rico Blanco the opportu- 
nity to relive the most forma. 
tive years of his life as a bud- 

ding musician. The songs he 
recreated with Rivermaya in 
this album seek to reconnect 
to the roots and bloodline 
that fed his generation's 
hunger for music other than. 
their Western counterparts. 
For this alone, Rivermaya 
has put to rest any lingering 
doubt that its own music 
deserved to be heard, right 
from the time it dared set foot 
on Club Dredd. 


Willie apologizes 
to movie-TV board 


By Marinel R. Cruz 


CONTROVERSIAL television 
-host Willie Revillame has apol- 
ogized for uttering a statement 
Ji. that the Movie and 
$ : 7 i Television Review 
5 | and Classification 
Board found “offen- 
sive” 
Revillame's apol- 
Оу came a day af- 
ter the MTRCB re- 
leased its decision 
to suspend his 
noontime game 
show . “Wowowee” 
for three episodes. 
for а violation of the Board's 
Implementing Rules and Regu- 
lations. 

“We did not mean to offend 
anyone. If we did, we're truly 
sorry” Revillame said in Fil 
ipinoon the show's Wednesday 
episode. “We just want to cheer 
people up.” 


Double meaning 

On May 30, the Kapamilya 
Network received the warning 
from MTRCB chair Marissa La- 
guardia for the “double-mean- 
ing words" uttered on May 26. 

‘According to Laguardia, 
Willie said, “Heto na ang gamot 
sa malalambot" to introduce а 
dancer. 

The three-episode suspen- 
sion was for a violation com- 
mitted by artist Eda Nolan, 
who “suddenly” exposed her 
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breast during a dance number 
on the May 12 episode. 

"Considering the numerous 
reprimands ABS-CBN has been 
meted in prior violations, cou- 

pled with the seri- 
ousness of the inci- 
dent at hand, the 
committee views 
that [the] suspen- 
sion would likely 
be the appropriate 
penalty" said an 
MTRCB decision 
signed by the 
three-member ad- 
judication com- 
mittee on June 5. 

"Breast exposure" is a viola- 
tion of PD 1986, Laguardia 
stressed in her letter to ABS- 
CBN vice president for Pro- 
grams Socorro Vidanes. 

“We don't know what will 
happen after the suspension," 
said Revillame. "We hope it 
doesn’t push through.” The de- 
cision does not contain a spe- 
cificdate. 

In the letter ас 
“Wowowee” production man- 
ager Cynthia Jordan sent to 
MTRCB on June 6 (about Re- 
villame’s utterance), she said 
“the Board's interpretation of 
the statement was not the in- 
tended meaning of the host.” 

She said Revillame's state- 
ment had been "strictly in the 
context of a commercial en- 
dorsement that we cannot pub- 
licly disclose as yet." 
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Rated 


20TH CENTURY FOXS “FANTASTIC FOUR: RISE OF THE SILVER 
Surfer" has been given a "G" rating by MTRCB review board, which 
opens the film to the general audience. 5 

The film was placed under the evaluation of board members Lucia 
Orense, Benedicto Tarnate and Eric Mallonga. ў 

The MTRCB board unanimously granted the film а "G" rating and 
forwarded a statement with high recommendation to local distributor 
Warner Bros. (FE. Jnc. pronouncing the film as “А picturesque, enig- 
matic, superhero fiction fantasy with very strong, positive and те- 
deeming values such as selfless sacrifice in saving the world from 
apocalyptic destruction; the use of science for humanity; and the nur- 
turing and affectionate love despite of adversity and human suffering. 
Such entertaining movie warrants a General Audience classification 
and is ideal for family viewership.” 

‘The movie opens in over 200 screens nationwide on June 13. 


‘Reading Room’ 
Veteran actor James Earl Jones 
plays William Campbell, a wealthy 
‘widower tasked to fulfill his wife's 
final wish of building a library fora 
depressed community in "The 
Reading Room” on June 17, 9 p.m. 
on Hallmark Channel. 

Determined to give these people 
a chance to change their lives, he 
gives away free soda to draw them 
in. 


‘Kombai Tribe" 

Discovery Channel's six-part pre- 
miere series “Living With The 
Kombai Tribe" shows how two ex- > 
treme travelers abandon all luxu- 
ries to live with a people whose 
way of life has changed little since 
the Stone Аде. 

The goal of adventurers Mark 
Anstice and Olly Steeds is to track down and live with the Kombai 
tribe, the world’s last hunter-gatherers. 

‘The show premieres June 11 at 8 p.m., with replays on Tuesdays at 


M M ТА 


METRO MANILA 
THEATERS ASSOCIATION 


RouNDUP 


| sack ovii матат буур оке 
oe eee RR 
ie movietime exclusive B! 


on = 
3) PODIUM 
Кышы шш) 
ыбы: ® ET 


iki 


pem 


Peano KT BON 
Ms. seurs HOUDAY 


Center Mall Cinema 


P (— 


= е) 


Pd 


{occurs aren 


типи: OF Te cams — 


Jade Cinema 
IUE] 
Lewsres OF me CARIBE 
2 OCEAN'S memet 
lea PRANOXTANBIN, 
à sue 


ОМЕМА 


«= 
(Cinema 2000 Water aa 
poscere 


peor 
шил 


T - — E 
[ы лә for a unique opportunity to experience high quality entertainm 
and "exclusive" feature-length cartoons? SM Cinema brings you 
e stop weekend destination for kid 
d 


1 uno rm usc 


erre nosmsoxs | 2 RATES OFTHE CARIBBEAN 


1 
EE 
3 


d "THEREADING ROOM" 


Father's Day Special ләте oF me cuneta 
SHOWING ON JUNE 9 & 


NORTH EDSA, 


10 
MALL OF Asia, STA. MESA, 


MANILA, Ed 


SOUTHMALL,FAIRVIEW, SAN LAZARO, PAMPANGA, CLARK 


IMAX 
na ы. 
S 


anrsuuy 


ьн 
pu 


i 
IER BERNS ношолу 
SDAANO KETA па с 


smomvancoon — (0s6)417-2868 
——M— 
MEET THE ROBINSONS 
SPAANO KITA HBIGIN 
snip 
ÍPAANO KITA IIBIGIN 


SPIOER-MAN 3 
sue 
SIPAANO KITA IBIGIN 


MEET THE ROBINSONS 
IMEET THE ROBINSONS 


ŠMEET THE ROBINSONS 


EPAANO KITA IBIGIN 


«оссАмв 13 
(MEET THE ROBINSONS 


ILIBING 
ANG 
MADILIM 
NA 


KATOTOHANAN 


robim padilla 


1a 


iza calzado 


cout 


ANG THRILLER НА HIUNCAAN ЗА BA'T RANG BANSA 


OPENS JUNE 13 
Feel the Thrill at these SM Cinema Branches: 


MEGAMALL. MALL OF ASIA, NORTH EDSA, MANILA. РАП 
SAN LAZARO, STA. MESA, BACOOR, BICUTAN, VALENZUELA, MOLINO. STA. ROSA 


isnie 

imr. BEAN'S HOLIDAY 
Meer THE ROBINSONS 
SPAANO KITA IBIGIN 
dPAANO KITA IBIGIN 
шл» 


(943 704-0107 


ЛЕМ. SOUTHMALL. SUCAT 


m—— BÀ 
OCEAN'S 13 
MEET THE ROBINSONS 
ÁPAANO KITA IBIGIN 


MEET THE ROBINSONS 
SPAANO KITA IBIGIN 


100212970990 


PAANO KITA HBIGIN 


мет THE ROBINSONS 


smemymons_ с (0528190012 
fsuner э 


smemvcu 05777313576 
SMR. BEAN'S HOLIDAY 


lem weer me Rosson 


ime — cows Temm 


LE maren 


‘pares or me canssa 


зална MUN азва 
paano vA нон 
осакзтнатнн 
rmares оетис слава | Cinema 2000 Waltermart 
[d 


"E He nosusoH 
Be. "аканын 
[o 


CS THEATRES 


pm 


хатто | Cinema 2000 Pavilion Mal 


Ber аатта 
1 жылш 
помошно | iur КЧ 


sue 


x E 
[ru 


Cinema 2000 Cinemagix 
[ren 


cB THE REAPING 
Oceans rere | } Puno ETA RBI 


кии | [RATES OF me CAREERS 


69 


RESERVED | Cinema 2000 Mebstowm. 


Filinvest 
расно: DOG 


trema итал 
pert 
E 
——— 


ошен шка вип 


1» вовонтонн 


эшл oF me севе 
ims werrmesonnsous 
Cinema 2000 Waltermart 


Мз oF mae camen барап. 94) 4867736 


San maharet me nomon Paano KA NBIC 
por] 
[s 


Ld 


8 pusoXTA RON Lianas Cinema 


= Paisaia 


1 musmsormecimsetin 
sennemmo |1 Pars Шатин 


Lianas Cinema 
каср шты» 
lae ия. seurs THE NUS 
1 prd 
E p 
cows nante PIS tt 
d 
sonoesToWn 


Lianas Movieity 
(ce el gs т 
pe 
токпу 
ces rate 


у= 
Н 


in 
0" Paano ta naa 


deam Cinerama Comper ects | $ pinares oF HE сатаан 


pro 


las  oceurs Treen 
1 Paares oF me славина 
Paso mta REOR 

sur 

d 


Fiesta World Mall 


er 
тшшн 

Puno vr vao 
PIRATES OFTHE CARBEEAN 


Вета Cinema 
[EE] 


sex TE THO 
puso RTA cao 
алев oF we conseua | 2 


1 sur 


MOVIES / SCHEDULES / PRICES SUBJECT 
ТО CHANGE WITHOUT PRIOR NOTICE 


am.and Пат. 


RP’s top model 
In Episode 13 of “Philippines’ Next Top Model," Rina and Grendel ad- 
vance in the competition's final phase following Jen’s elimination. 
From Amandarling Boutique, to Hong Kong's top fashion maga 
zine Cover Mag, to Greg Derham’s fashion company The House of 
Siren, Rina and Grendel impressively presented themselves before 
their prospective clients as they carried out their individual cast- 
ing 
Тһе show's grand season finale airs on June 12, 8:30 p.m. on RPN. 


‘Shroud of 
Turin’ 
Can science unlock 
the mystery of the 
Shroud of Turin? 
Scientists conduct 
an investigation in an 
attempt to understand 
the mysterious origin 
of this precious relicin 
“Is It Real 3: Shround 
Of Turin” on National 4X4 


Geographic Channel, ,, = 
жер ер ‘SHROUD OF TURIN’ 


Comedy shows 
“Comedy Central" showcases the hottest comedians in. stand-up today 
in the half-hour series on Sundays, 10 p.m. on Jack TV 

‘At 11:30 p.m., big comedians introduce hopefuls for the chance to 
be their successors in the new pro- 
gram “Premium Blend.” 


Superheroes 

In the next episodes of GMA-7's 
"Fantastic Man," the crime-bust- 
ing superhero will be joining 
forces with the two powerful sib- 
lings on weeknight prime time 
television. 

“Super Twins” (Jennylyn Merca- 
do as Super S and Nadine Samonte 
as Super Т) will be crossing over to 
Saturday prime time TV even as 
the series made an explosive con- 
clusion last week. 

Their super powers will comple- 
ment the extraordinary abilities of 
Fantastic Man (Mark Herras), who 
is in for the most dangerous situa- 
tion that endangers his life. 


MMFF 
exec ot 


From page FI 


JENNYLYN Mercado, Mark 
Herras and Nadine Samonte 


ture result last year, t has fielded an 
entry for this year, Tieng said. 

Star Cinema, represented by Tess 
Fuentes, was among the movie pro. 
ducers present during a consultative 
meeting set with MMFF officials on 
March 14, 

In said meeting, the rule changes 
мете presented, among other con- 
cems, to industry representatives, 
recalled Tieng. 

“Most of the producers have ас. 
cepted the changes. They agreed 
that the new rule [50 percent for 
Box Office] would give the power of 
Choosing Best Picture to the paying 


E 
WILSON TIENG 


public; Tieng explained. 

"The other producers present at 
the same meeting were Orly Пасай 
of OctoArs and Canary; Roselle 
Monteverde-Teo of MaQ and Regal; 
Charlie Peralta of CM Films; Elwood 
Perez of Earth Moving Pictures; 
Cirio Santiago of Premiere; Joji 
Alonso of MLR, among others. 

Тһе fact that major producers 
have submitted entries this year sig- 
nifies that they have agreed with the 
new criteria, said Tieng. 


He added that the first six entries 
willbe announced today. 

‘The first batch will open on Dec. 
25; the second batch, composed of 
three films, on Jan. 1. 

‘Tieng pointed out that producers 
could resubmit revised scripts (that 
hhad been earlier submitted in the 
first batch), as well as new screen- 
plays, for the second batch. 

Deadline for submission of en. 
tries ison June 18. The second batch 
willbe announced on June 28. 
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COMING OUT OF HIS EARS 


That'sactor Jericho Rosales’ just recently exhibited pa: 
wn band Jeans at Club O, the old Dish, at the ABS-CBN building in Quezon City. Bautista has a photo exhi 


ruens узашта: 
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aA 


ү 


ssion for music. In this photograph by Jude Thaddeus Bautista, Echo is performing with 


“Buhay OFW,” opening on June 


Tn the Smart Tower on Ayala Avene, The exhibit includes excerpts of stories written by Bautista on OFWs in Hong Kong and Singapore. 


Latest comic romp doesn’t 
add up to a hill of... beans 


‘THE BEST ARGUMENT AGAINST REVISIT- 
ing successful film formats is currently on 
view on our movie screens—"Mr. Bean's Holi- 
day” It pains us to have to say this, because 
меме enjoyed Bean's mimetic TV and film 
romps through the years. 

‘This time around, however, Bean (Rowan 
Atkinson) tries too hard to be funny, and his 
creative team is generally unable to come up 
with truly funny situations and right gags to 
keep viewers genuinely bemused 

In "Holiday" Bean wins a free trip to a 
beach resort in Cannes, France. It turns out 
that winning the raffle was the easy part—it’s 
much tougher actually getting to Cannes, be- 
cause Bean is such a klutz. 

He gets locked out of trains, is suspected of 
having kidnapped a directors son, single- 
handedly ruins a commercial shoot, and pro- 
ceeds to destroy a film being shown at the 
Cannes Film Festival, before he finally gets to 
enjoy his delayed vacation. 

As usual, Bean enduies all of these trials 
and tribulations while uttering only a few 
words, thus sustaining his signature style of 
visual comedy. 


Naps between jokes 

In his latest film, however, the visual drol- 
leries aren't as comically productive as before, 
о the viewer has а lot of time to take quick 
naps between jokes that actually work. 

That may be good for sleep-deprived view- 
ers, but moviegoers in search of frequent infu- 
sions of fun would feel sorely disappointed. 

‘Aside from the film's less than choice come- 
dy material, we must lay part of the blame for 
this disappointment squarely at Atkinson's 
door. He's still in fine physical-comedy form, 
but his laugh-making efforts look excessive 
and overly urgent. 

The former master of comic timing appears 
to have forgotten that comedians need to be 
supremely relaxed to make their scenes com- 
fortebly funny. Here, Atkinson jerks, mugs 
and pushes in a desperate attempt to make his 
inferior material work—and ends up only 
making things worse. 

A sequence involving oysters at a posli 
French restaurant illustrates this. To begin 
with, Bean's distaste for oysters isn't very 
amusing. To make it funnier, Bean pretends to 
eat the slimy seafood, but actually chucks 
them into his napkin, Not funny агай. 


WCOPA delegates 
set a fundraiser 


THIS years Filipino delegates to the 
2007 World Championships of Perform- 
ing Arts (WCOPA)—Reuben Laurente, | 
Reymond Sajor, Raki Vega, lago Raterta, 
the Calisang siblings and The Revelation 
Band—plus 2005 WCOPA grand champ 
Jed Madela, will hold a fundraising con- 
cert at Teatrino, Promenade in Green- 
hills on June 15, at 8:30 p.m. 

WCOPA is cited as the Olympics for 
performers and en- 
tertainers. 


Every competitor 
needs US$3,000 for SHOW 
registration fee, air- 
fare, food and accom- TIME 


modations at the Hol- 
lywood venue, from 
July 28 to Aug 5. 
Сай or text (0928) 772-5254 or e-mail 
stages_pr@i-manila.com.ph. 


Winston sessions 

WINSTON’S "Morning Sessions" will be 
held at Somethin’ Fishy in Eastwood, Li- 
bis tonight. 

Featured bands are Sugarfree, Imago 
and Typecast. 

‘Tomorrow, Winston presents Bamboo 
at the Aruba Bar in Mall of Asia. Other 
‘Winston events are set in Leyte on June 
23 and Metrowalk Ortigas on June 29. 


VIEWFINDER 


А. HA 
Nestor U. Torre BM A 

Then, he looks for a place to hide them, and 
settles for a wealthy woman's handbag. Why 
there? Go figure. 

Of course, its only a matter of time before 
Madame reaches inside her bag, feels the 
slimy beasties within, and lets loose with an 
operatic shriek. Not funny at all. 

Tes really time for Bean/Atkinson to reeval- 
uate his career prospects. И he cant get to 
work with more comically creative writers 
and directors, he could take his cue from oth- 


A, Seat fit for 
the Lil King „ 


Introducing 
the Ayala Malls Cinemas 
BOOSTER BUDDY . 


тз two-sided a 


ег senior comedians and quit while he's 
ahead. As itis, "Mr. Bean's Holiday” indicates 
that he’s already overstayed his welcome. 


Feedback 
FROM Eladio R. Casas of Quezon City: 

“I have a suggestion to our filmmakers so 
they can come up with a movie that will in- 
spire many people: They should tell the sto- 
ries of three children who became heroes at a 


be selfless in their own lives. 


“Т would also like to see a movie made on 
the life and death of Ninoy Aquino. The life 


of Cardinal Sin is also inspiring and impor- 
tant in our spiritual and political develop- 


ment. Enough of sexpots, ghosts and slapstick 
comedies—our heroes have a lot to teach us 


about ourselves and what we can become. 


~ 


ROCKWELL 
папапаипапан 


ider age. The three-in-one movie will affect 
iewers emotionally, and also inspire them to 


Not Angelina the actress 

NEW YORK—ANGELINA JOLIE, WHO WON AN 
Oscar for 1999's “Girl, Interrupted,” says she wants 
to be remembered not for her work as an actress 
but for her humanitarian work АР 
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RELIVE THE ACTION 
OF SPIDER-MAN 3, 
WITH YOUR SMART BUDDY 
3G CELLPHONE! 


Can't get enough of SPIDER-MAN 3? 
Then download exclusive SPIDER-MAN 3 
video clips that you can stream 
anytime you want and get a chance to win 
500,000 in cash or a Toyota Vios! 
Download now! 


ќо download SPIDER-MAN 3 movie clips 


MOVIE CLIPS 


for better chances of winning! 
Logos * Picture Messages + MMS Wallpapers 
* Animated Screensavers * True Tones • Java Games 


Rates: Р15Лоро, picture message, MMS wallpaper, animated screensaver 


Узотоме cip: truetone: PSO/ava game 


TO ACTIVATE YOUR 3G HANDSET: 
Key in SET 3G «handset model" to 211. Ex. SET 3G N70 


| Download other SPIDER-MAN 3 contents 
| 
| 
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xi June 30,2007 
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To watch the SPIDER-MAN 3 movie trailer, 
download the java game, МРЗ tones and more, go to 


http://wap.smart.com.ph/spiderman/ 
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‘Magno Rubio’ triumphs anew in NY 


„апа the latest on Bloom, Costner and Andrews 


Montalban, Ramon de Ocampo, the 

ever-fabulous Bernardo Bernardo and 
the rest of the cast and talents behind the cur- 
rent revival of "The Romance of Magno Ru- 
bio” in New York. 

‘The play, ongoing at the The Culture Pro- 
ject on 55 Mercer Street in Manhattan, has 
been getting good reviews. 

‘Variety's Marilyn Stasio wrote а virtual rave: 
"Under Loy Arcenas üghtosa- 
érumskón helming, the all-male en- 
semble rocks the house with this re- 
vival of "The Romance of Magno Ru- 
bio’ The modern-day folk tale about 
the lovesick dreams of a Filpino- 
‘American farm worker won a 2003 
‘OBIE for scribe Lonnie Carter, who 
adopted the fable from a short story 
by Carlos Bulosan that exposed the 
plight of migrant laborers during the 
1920s and 305... [The] present-day 
furor over illegal immigration gives 
resonance to the plays blunt take on 
exploited farm laborers like Magno 
Rubio (Jojo Gonzalez) and his fellow 
workers in the California fields. 

"After being lured here by visions of good 
jobs, high wages and willing women, the men 
find themselves living in squalid conditions 
(well realized by meticulous production val- 
wes) and worked like slaves. No wonder a 
poor schmuck like Rubio answers a personal 
ad from an Arkansas farm girl named Clara- 
belle who holds out promises of marriage. 


L ANGELES—KUDOS TO PAOLO 


Ruben 


Nostereotype 
“Savvier than Rubio (who, at 4 feet 6 inc 
es and ‘dark as а coconut ball, is no young 
girf's idea of a great catch), the rest of the 
guys in this miserable bunichole alternately 
laugh at him and try to wise him up. Without 
falling into stereotype, each has a recogniz- 
able character and a clear 
part to play in the educa- 
ton of their gullible 
friend. 
"The infinitely wise 
Prudencio — (Bernardo 
Bernardo) tries the com- 
passionate approach. The 
educated Nick (Arthur T. 
Acuna) can't bring him- 
self to burst Rubio's bub- 
ble and ends up writing 
his love letters. Atoy (Ra- 
mon De Ocampo), the 
camp clown, can't help 
mocking his naïveté. On- 
ly tall, handsome, narcis- 
sistic Claro (Paolo Mon- 
talban) is cruel enough 
to take advantage of Ru- 2 
bio's blind faith in his 5x 
Clarabelle—and, Бу 
metaphorical extension, 
of his dumb trust in America's promises. 
"What keeps us involved (and, in the case 
of one enthusiastic preview audience, shout- 
ing with delight) is the skill-with which 
helmer Arcenas has adapted traditional Fil- 
ipino musical rhythms and storytelling tradi- 
tions and flawlessly integrated their joyous 
aspects into an exceedingly grim tale. 


Musical beat 

“No less than street-corner rap, the play's 
insistent musical beat (pounded out by sticks 
that double as martial arts weapons) and 
rhyming verses (adapted from the Filipino lit- 
erary tradition of Balagtasan) draw the faith- 
ful into a community experience from which 
outsiders need not feel excluded.” 

Frank Scheck of the New York Post chimed 
in: “Director Loy Arcenas has provided а 
‘wonderfully vivid production that is superbly 
acted by the five-member ensemble, especial- 
ly Jojo Gonzalez. The actor plays the titular 
role of a diminutive, love-struck laborer who 
has become infatuated with an Arkansas 
woman he has met through a lonely-hearts 
ad" 

Michael Criscuolo wrote on nythe- 
atre.com: "The teamwork and the obvious 
rapport that ‘Magno Rubio/s five-person cast 
has is undeniable. They influence and inform 
each other much like a relay team passing the 
baton from one runner to the next—or a jazz 
band feeding off the group's collective energy. 
Jojo Gonzalez and Arthur T. Асийа give en- 
dearingly powerhouse performances as Mag- 
no and Nick, respectively, with Bernardo 


Onty IN 
Ноцум‹ 


Nepales 


ORLANDO BLOOM 


Bernardo, Ramon de Ocampo, and Paolo 
Montalban providing what may be the best 
support in town right now as their co- 
workers. All five actors are so thoroughly 
convincing that one never doubts for a 
second that they are anyone else but 
those characters.” 

“The Romance...” is a production of 
the OBIE Award-winning Ma-Yi Theater 
Company One of Ma-Yfs staunchest 

supporters is supermodel, 

always glam Bessie Badilla 
del Castillo, who co-chaired 
the leading theater compa- 
пуз recent Benefit and 
Awards Dinner. More informa- 
tion about this production is 
available at www.ma-yithe- 
atre.org. 


Now or never 
Speaking of “theatah,” Orlan- 
do Bloom will make his West 

Y End debut next month. 

In а press confer- 

ence, the star of 

the | box-office 

record-breaking “Pirates of 

the Caribbean: At World's 

End” said, “I have been 

wanting to do theater ev- 

er since I left school. 1 

just thought, it's now or 

never. will do a fantas- 

tic play called ‘In Cele- 

bration’ by David 

Storey who is a great 

theater writer” 

The actor who at- JULIE ANDREWS 
tended two theater 

schools in London claimed he was not influ- 

enced by Daniel Radcliffe's successful foray in- 

to the stage. I saw Daniel Radcliffe in Equus," 
Orlando said. "I thought he was 
great. But he had absolutely 
| nothing co do with my decision 
to do a play I trained for three 
1 years todo theater” 

d On celebrating a milestone 
just last month, Orlando 
quipped: "When 1 turned 30, 1 
thought, 1 don't have to take 
myself seriously anymore be- 
cause the number does it for 
me (laughter). 1 had a great 
party with friends here in LA. I 
һай some friends in Hawaii be- 
cause we were shooting there. I 
had some friends from London, 
тоо. 1 love to kick up my heels 
and a bit of a dance every now 
and then.” 


Father again 
In another press con, Kevin 
Costner, who has the title role 
r. Brooks," talked about be- 
ing a brand-new father again, at 52: "les pret- 
ty much the same. I'm not trying to get it right 
the second time because 1 
wasn't so busy with my ca- 
reer the first time. I partici- 
pated in my children's life 
all through my first mar- 
riage so I don't have this 
nagging feeling that didn't 
do it right. If anything, 1 j 
want to make sure 1 do it as 
well as think did with An- 
nie, Lily and Joe.” Kevin's 
пем baby is the result of his 
second marriage to model Ё 
Christine Baumgartner, 
33. 
Asked if he has any ad- 
diction like his psychopath 
character in "Mr. Brooks, 
the actor admitted, "I don't Ё 
really have that. But! watch 
a lot of these fishing shows 
late at night (laughter). It's 
Kind of sick.” 


KEVIN COSTNER 


Regal air 

As we've written previously, Julie Andrews 
hasa regal air about her. And she looked like a 
queen—regal, poised—as usual in an inter- 
view for "Shrek The Third.” 

But the beloved icon downplays her queen- 
ly qualities when asked why she keeps play- 
ing a monarch, from "Camelot," "The Princess 
Diaries” to “Shrek,” where she voices Queen 


P Dias Worucs 


Lillian. “I think Тт just lucky,” she comment- 
ed, laughing. "If you played one, they think, 
oh, we'll get her again. It might be my British 
accent.” 

Julie, made a Dame of the British Empire in 
1999, was asked to comment on a news photo 
showing a woman curtsying so low before the 
Queen during the latter's recent visit to Mary- 
land. "Maybe this lady's knees deserted her," 
joked the cherished Maria von Trapp of our 
childhood. "But one should acknowledge the. 
queen—one should curtsy if one's legs allow 
that. If not, she will understand if you bow. 
The degree іп curtsy is up to you. 1 tried to 
make it look as graceful and gracious as I pos- 
sibly could because it's a great honor to meet 
Her Majesty" 


Kids update 
When requested to give an update on the 
kids in her two most popular movies, "The 
Sound of Music” and "Mary Poppins,” Julie re- 
vealed, "I have sad news about one of the kids 
in "Mary Poppins.’ The actor (Matthew Gar- 
ber) who played the little boy died. I do not 
know how or what happened but I heard with 
great regret that he is not with us. I know the 
girl (Karen Dotrice) very well. She's now a 
wonderful woman with children all her own. 
The children from ‘The Sound 
of Music’ are all married. We 
do get together occasionally, 
especially whenever the film 
has a big anniversary or some 
celebration in connection 
with che ilm. We have stayed. 
friends all these years.” 
‘The stage veteran shared 
опе of her funniest moments 
1 "There are so many funny 
ones. In Camelot, we had a big 
English sheepdog. He was hor- 
ribly neurotic and unfortunate- 
ly, every time he got onstage, 
he was so nervous and neurotic 
Д that he would dump all over 
the stage (laughter). You can 
imagine—if you меге in 
‘Camelot’ you have long 
sleeves, trains and wimples. It 
can get pretty messy if you 
were not careful. One day, when the dogs 
dump was all over the stage, the gentlemen 
wrapped their sleeves around their arms and 
got off the stage. I was left on the stage. I began 
to sing, "Tra 181/105 May!/The lusty month of 
May!/That lovely month when eviyone 
goes/Blissfully astray’ There 1 was swinging 
gaily. I tried so hard to keep a straight face but I 
couldn't.” 


Different voice 

"The actress, whose botched throat surgery 
їп 1998 cost us that familiar crystalline, per- 
fectly pitched voice, sang those lyrics—to our 
delight. “I've sung-spoken a couple of songs 
on a very, very low key,” she explained. “You 
could call them little ditties. 1 miss singing 
very much, more than 1 can possibly explain. 
But my lovely daughter who I write books 
with said, ‘Mum, now that you're writing, 
you've found a different way of using your 
voice.’ Thank God what happened was to- 
ward the end of my career.” 

Оп her husband, Blake Edwards, director 
of the acclaimed “Pink Panther” movie series 
and Bo Derek's “10”: "There isn’t a day when | 
don't say, Blake, please put your thoughts, 
feelings and reminiscences in print because 
they're a piece of Hollywood history. He's а 
wonderful director. As soon as I'm done with 
my biography, Lam going to nag him until he 
at least puts his thoughts into a tape 
recorder.” 


E-mail the columnist at 
rvnepales 5585@yahoo.com and read his 
blog, "The Nepales Report,” on wwwin- 
quirerbloggers.neL/nepalesreport. 
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she calls it. Little sues ares 

house of m corners of calm in 
dreams. е z i her Tagaytay home. КОЕ 
LÀ few years ago, Timmy à a" LL 
Gruz—actress, recording artist, busi- Е DL 
"nesswoman—met a person who put 
off his dreams of traveling until he Р 
got too sick to act on those dreams, 3 [wrRcBRATING: PG-13 
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“1 can't do that," she told herself, 
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“4 should live my dreams now" aLi 
She found this property and saw 
Jomething thatno oneelsedid, SHE'S a"sky person." Vast and 
“first saw it in a vision Lunder- blue are her requirements. 
stand why other people wondered 
why ей it” Timmy recalls now. "I 
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"THIS is my dream; I'm living it now." 
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everything here. I pray in the bathroom. I do ¥ 

work in the mini-office (at the extension). I oftén watch 
Ту and read books in bed—that's how I unwind: | gotthis 
vanity dresser ina furniture store in the 1980s. 

ing my makeup here because 1 feel like a star іп front of 
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4 SILIP OPENS JUNE 13 
5 MR. BEAN'S HOLIDAY 10 


6 MEET the ROBINSONS 


MATT Damon 
and his wife 
Luciana калә) 


3 MEET the ROBINSONS 
140 400 620 840 


4 PAANO KITA IIBIGIN? 
140 400 620 840 
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OCEANS 13 BORDERTOWN 
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2 PAANO КІТА IIBIGIN? 
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TP MEET THE ROBINSONS OFREOPHEN] MR BEAN'S HOLIDAY | 
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A Е СИ El ZODIAC PAANO KITA IIBIGIN SHREK 3 OCEAN'S 13 
4 OCEAN'S 13 : > 
2 MEET the ROBINSONS d 

3SILIP MALL 


4 PAANO KITA IIBIGIN? 
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5 OCEAN'S 13 

6 MR. BEAN'S HOLIDAY 
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1 PIRATES of the CARIBBEAN 3 
2 PAANO KITA IIBIGIN? 


m rm юру 


gateway good lite ¢ 2, 


Credits at Cena 


3 MEET the ROBINSONS 

AOCEAN'S 13 ‘Ongoing until June 30 2007 

5 MR. BEAN'S HOLIDAY ме poor yr bo а 

6 FIREHOUSE DOG GEORGE CLOONEY 


“a7 


PANG CINEPL EQS 


m 
FRIDAY, JUNE 8, 2007 Ke] Ouse: 43 FRENCH FILM FEST 


‘100, 4:00, 7.00, 10:00 149, £00, 600,620. 
ALFRED VARGAS Н 
1 am currently reading “The Jesus Dynasty” by Biblical scholar Dr. es. JHE ROBINSONS RRENEN”, 

James D. Tabor. It looks into the facts and recent archeological discov- 15,030 QIS $30, 6:30, 9:30 
ries about the historical Jesus and His family. It shows a facet of Jesus а 
that we don't traditionally read about. I highly recommend it to every- SEU 

body. Now I can look at Jesus аз an actual historical figure. On a more am re. 
personal level, it allowed me to regard Jesus like a human being whom Mones ara sonecie mo sujed o crano hout psoe rete 
Роша idolize, like Michael Jordan or Tiger Woods—without forget- Catch ine Caseplin Sped 


ting that He's the Son of God, of course. Bayani San Diego Jr. 
“FANTASTIC FOUR” TICKETS NOW AVAILABLE!!! 
TASH REPORT: WILL BE AVAILABLE IN SELECTED SH THEATERSII] Showing on June 13, 2007 (Wednesda 
E BASED ON A TRUE STORY, | ba n 
VEZ ERI GER сай 633-2227 or 633-7851 loc. 171 170 for more detalis 


RUS CSIRICTUY FOR 13 YEARS OF AGE AND UP. 


NOW SHOWING 


“JENNIFER LOPEZ ANTONIO BANDERAS 


is 


dune 14 (Thursday) 

Perfume 4:00pm March of the Penguins 1:00pm 
Anhur and the Invisibles 4:00 pm Тһе Ах 3:30pm 
The Ax 6:00pm Gambiers 5:00 pm 
сетует 8:30pm Fair Play 2:30 pm 


June 9 (Saturday) dune 48 (Friday) 

тти and ihe invisibles 1:00pm №! Here tobe Loved 1:00 pm 
Le Petit Lieutenant 330pm Brodeuses 3:20 pm 
March ofthe Penguins 6:00pm Anhur and the Invisibles 6:00 pm 
Brodeuses 8:30pm Рейште 


sune 10 (Sunday) 

March of the Penguins 1:00pm The Ax 
Not Here tobe Loved 3:30pm Perfume 
Perfume 6:00pm Fair Play 
The Ax 9:00pm Gambiers 


dune (1 (Monday? June 47 (Sunday) 

Brodeuses 40m Annur and the invisibles 1:00 рт 
NotHeretobeLoved 330pm Les Pett Lieutenant 3:30 pm 
The Ax ехорп NolHereiobeloved  800pm 
March of the Penguins 6:30pm Morch of the Penguins 5:30pm 


auto 
t аа 2 ааа. Cinema 
JOEL C. Sutera aro ca pm 


LAMANGAN каш, 330 pm я 
film Messhista вт [FREE ADMISSION. | 

ue [Seats on a first соте. 

The Ax 10pm Efirstserved basis — ij 

a Srsceunes барат ласина a 

SEIKO Films Res ond the wien pm "лл 
presentation 


Movies and schedules are subject to change without prior notice. 
Cali 623-2227 for more inquires. 


ATTE NEMAS nen LEX At the Activity Center 


TTT rane KITA custmerSence er hotine: 0917 6095900 ‘Alabang Town Center - 842 2782; rom 10am to pm. 
THE CARIBBEAN: OCEAN'S 13 siup Customer Serce Numbers: Glorieta - 7527272: from 10am to 9pm Ayala Center Cebu - (032) 231 5342 loc 324 


RATES OF 


"A IGIN 
EE L. Greenbelt -757 4853; kom ето 9pm Marl Market -B86 7519 


2 PIRATES OF THE cARIBBEAN:|3E ocean's 19 ane 
z 7 ss GLORIETTA TOWN 
вовревтоун |5 si OCEAN'S 13 PAANO KITA = бтен 
DER iid WBIGIN Fitness at the Town: 
Nesties Koko Krunch Event Froo well-being & invigorating health classes 


PAANO KITA ВІСІМ OCEAN'S 13 o ne Sito; 207 аа 


dE Ретона |22 octANS 13 ATA ATER MARKET! MARKET! 


4  soRbERTOWN |5 OCEAN'S 13 Maria Flordeluna Mall Tour Bazaar! Bazaar! Men's Falr 
pur EUR. ‘June 15, 2007 ‘June 4 to 15, 2007 


OCEAN'S 13. 2 PIRATES OF THE CARIBBEAN: 
Ed "AT WORLD'S END н 
Mazda Car Exhibit 


4 вокоектоин |5 OCEANS 13 C REEN June 7 to 9, 2007 at GB.1 Lobby 


3 меєттн= [4 РААМОКПА 2 ONSTAGE - The porfect spot for concerts, stage plays, 
ROBINSONS UBIGIN. Onstadés & coporate events is now accepting bookings for May to July 2007 
= Tor bookings. рі. сай 752-7062 or 757-3861 


2 MEET THE ROBINSONS 


я ma——— п. Те Museum 
Ayala MUSEUM wonenronce (шайла Museum of Einnology The Netherlands June о July 1, 2087 
Д рллноктаивын [5 sue Poe more inb. pis, сай 757-7117 10 2 loc 14 or emali museum, Inquiry Geyslamuseum arg. 


Visit our cinema ticket booths: S X 

: GREENBELT 3 le Wo AA JUNE 4-14, 2007 

* ALABANG TOWN CENTER ^! А PANS i MARKET! MARKET! ACTIVITY CENTER f 
* MARKET! MARKET! А А ; i 

* TRINOMA i5 2 — 
+ AYALA CENTER CEBU | 
Or log on to www.Sureseats.com for web: 

OPENS JUNE 13 
AT AYALA MALLS CINEMAS 


ао, TAS TIC? Pur oh ЭФ 


Т SUMER SURFER E А 
А MAN-TASTIC SHOWCASE OF 
APPAREL, SPORTS GEAR, GADGETS, . 
AND MORE — ALL FOR MEN! К 


== — PHILIPHNEDAILYINGUIER. ~amm 
(^. 


LIVING 


thought К was perfoe!—3,000 square meters of 
gently rolling grounds, rich sol." 

Vas luc sky 

stam n sky person,” she oxplins, rather unnec 
секту: She walls dros the sprawling gardon 
with her hend tke up, smiling as she nes in the 
crisp, cool Талуу alt t В a белг дау, and ise 
салтта Entertainment is happy to be visiting. 

"Throo years ago, she was conten: with only the 
ie corage near the gato, the rest of the property 
Justa cheerful sprend of bromeilods, peanut grass, 
[ийт trees Crescuo from a gasoline sation that 
Was folding up and pols to cut thom down) and 
Freeda, Short for freedom, Timmy sys 

Trec в а dapdap troe that used to tower over 
THiS highchair, tho grounds. Typhoon “Milenyo forced her 
above, goos down, on her sido, nd stil she fourished, 
everywhere with her, From n few feet nvm Preeda looks like a giant 
таку варе, Mom zd, fondly and noblo, adored with crowns of 
Boughelelorhor. bromeliads and n sprighuly tail of her own lanas, 
оо ат ВТА Bur to bockrmek „ severi good business donls 
Wfearendidonin Сотту manages her familys property lensing 
Secreta ct company mia Mm) сабый ihe a: rre 
foncofTimmy's Чп to mlse money for the csta in hef SHE DIDN'T nood a pro designer to put thls 
бйрт», Mind. So har te hou two years old NOW,- одоог Ч aera a kA toda Les 


ч. — 


COLORFUL P10 straw platos adorn tho wall, 


stands at the far end of. 
the garden—with just 
enough room for a 
patch of cacti in the 
back—like a serene 
señorita. 


square foot of it. 
Тһе lightsuffused 
veranda is enclosed in 
wood-framed screen, à 
по glass. So rain comes Paintings by Inday 
in, almost always. Cadapan 
"Thats part of the 
deal" Timmy laughs. And she means уез, thats 
fine with her, even if some of her favorite things 


are out there. 


If you are a Slimmers World member, you and your friend may join any of Overall the theme is Mexican. But, she insists, 
most of the furniture and decor are Philippine. 


didn't even get too much stuff from the ancestral 
home, except my kiddie high chair" She didn’ 
need an architect or a designer, "I researched and 


the FREE self-defense lessons happening in the following venues: "The old things, 1 acquired through the years. 1 


dressed up the casita myself.” 
222] SLIMMERS Trafalgar TEE 
EZ\WORLD Pasay Road сес 
9-10:30am Legaspi оз ET 


newfound routines, early morning meditation. ‘At 

Alabang 4.am,, before the birds start lying about, before 
anything stirs, 1 sitin silence for about an hour just 

taking in the purity of the atmosphere, "she says 

“Silence is my oxygen. This is such a sweet place." 

Did she say birds? “Yes, get a lot here—king- 


ee, SLIMMERS Pasig s fishers, sparrows, a bigger species that looks like a 
ZAWORLD Greenhills LUC IIT M 


(To underscore her new lifestyle, Timmy is co^ 

9-10:30am  MegaMall hosing an experiencial entenainment event pro: 

motng silence and change, titled “Time and 

Transformation,” on June 18, at the Araneta Coli- 
seum.) 

Last night there was a full moon, she offers, 

in the garden for a. 

Emmie б. Velarde 


=> SLIMMERS Adriatico 


Ziworip Binondo 
9-10:30am SM City North Edsa 


Caloocan 


f 


Em 
It 


stop ihe ab М 

i t ТЕТ 1 - 

libio 

| 3 i ] | i \ It is your right to protect yourself from abuse. a qus min E 
SHE has turned vegan, too, and learned to 


‘cook for herself and occasional guests. 


“== Now is the time to Draw the Line. 


To report cases of abuse or to find out more 
r. about the Draw The Line campaign, call the 
s Women's Desk Hotline 926-6598. 


n 


Ju 


Don eere rte 


Mania / Luton Ch М Cabo / Davao Ch fiil Shycable Ch fil Destiny сһ Sun Ch I 


Machuca tiles in cheery antique designs. 


